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CLARK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

Kyle Hutson, State’s Attorney 

Robert Morris, Assistant State’s Attorney 

501 Archer Ave., Marshall, IL 62441 

Phone 217-826-6142 · Fax 217-826-5674 

 

January 6, 2026 

 

 
Mr. Kirk Allen     sent via email to kirk@illinoisleaks.com 

Edgar County Watchdogs 

P.O. Box 593 

Kansas, IL 61933 

 

RE:  FOIA Request 

 

Dear Mr. Allen, 

 

Thank you for writing to the Clark County State’s Attorney’s Office with your request for information 

pursuant to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq. 

 

On December 29, 2025, you requested the following information: 

 

1. A copy of all records provided to the office of State’s Attorney by the Illinois 

State Police regarding a criminal investigation connected to Dolson Township 

and its Supervisor and Clerk. 

 

2. A copy of all emails to and from the Illinois State Police related to the criminal 

investigation into Dolson Township. 

 

Your requests is granted in part and denied in part. Attached please find 353 pages regarding your 

request. Certain records, or portions thereof, are withheld or redacted pursuant to the exemptions set forth below. 

 

First, pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/7(1)(d)(iii), records may be withheld where disclosure would create a 

substantial likelihood that a person will be deprived of a fair trial or an impartial hearing. The investigation at issue 

has progressed to a stage at which prosecutorial review and charging decisions are actively being considered. 

Disclosure of investigative records at this juncture would create a substantial likelihood of prejudicing future judicial 

proceedings by publicly disseminating untested allegations, investigative conclusions, and credibility assessments 

that would not be subject to the evidentiary safeguards of a court proceeding. The requested records include witness 

statements, law enforcement evaluations, and investigative summaries that reflect preliminary findings and 

unresolved factual disputes. Public disclosure of such materials would risk tainting the potential jury pool by 

exposing information that may ultimately be excluded, limited, or presented in a different context at trial, thereby 

undermining the integrity of jury selection and any defendant’s right to an impartial hearing.  

Second, 5 ILCS 140/7(1)(d)(iv) provides that records in the possession of any public body created by any 

law enforcement agency for law enforcement purposes may be exempt if such information would unavoidably 

disclose the identity of a confidential source, or persons who file complaints with or provide information to law 

enforcement.  Portions of the documents you are requesting would disclose the identity of persons who have 

provided information to law enforcement, and therefore, are exempt from disclosure. 
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Third, disclosure would also interfere with active law enforcement proceedings under 5 ILCS 

140/7(1)(d)(vii). The requested materials contain non-public investigative details, including the scope and direction 

of the investigation and statements obtained from witnesses who may be re-interviewed or called to testify. Release 

of this information would compromise the effectiveness of ongoing investigative efforts by revealing evidence, 

discouraging cooperation, and influencing future witness testimony.  

Fourth, 5 ILCS 140/7(1)(b) exempts “private information” unless disclosure is required under another 

provision of the Act. “Private information” is defined in 5 ILCS 140/2(c-5) as unique identifiers, including a 

person’s social security number, driver's license number, employee identification number, biometric identifiers, 

personal financial information, passwords or other access codes, medical records, home or personal telephone 

numbers, and personal email addresses. Portions of the responsive records contain such information and have been 

redacted accordingly. 

 

Fifth, 5 ILCS 140/7(1)(c) exempts “personal information” contained within public records, the disclosure 

of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, absent written consent. Certain 

records contain personal information, including but not limited to, financial account information and other personal 

data, the disclosure of which would constitute such an invasion of privacy. 

 

Please note that the denial of portions of your request is based on the timing of the request rather than the 

nature of the records themselves. Upon the conclusion of the investigation and any related judicial proceedings, the 

applicability of FOIA exemptions may be reevaluated consistent with the Act.  

You have a right to have the denial of your request reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) at the 

Office of the Illinois Attorney General. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). You can file your Request for Review with the PAC by 

writing to: 

  

Public Access Counselor Office of the Attorney General  

500 South 2nd Street  

Springfield, Illinois 62706  

Fax: 217-782-1396  

E-mail: publicaccess@atg.state.il.us  

 

You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the State circuit court. 5 

ILCS 140/11. If you choose to file a Request for Review with the PAC, you must do so within 60 calendar days of 

the date of this denial. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). Please note that you must include a copy of your original FOIA request 

and this denial letter when filing a Request for Review with the PAC.  

 

    Sincerely, 

 

    /s/ Kyle Hutson 

 

    Kyle Hutson 

    State’s Attorney 

    FOIA Officer 

 

 

 

mailto:publicaccess@atg.state.il.us
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