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BY:J P, DEPUTY

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17™ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF WINNEBAGO

GREGORY DEPPE,

Plaintiffs, 2025-MR-0000069

V.

Capacity as Pecatonica Township Clerk,
and LORI GUMMOW, in her capacity as

)

)

)

|

KELLY OLSON-FUCA, individually and in her )
)

)

the Winnebago County Clerk. )
)

)

Defendants.

PLAINTIFF’'S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR MANDAMUS

The Plaintiff, GREGORY DEPPE, by and through his attorneys, BOLGRIEN,
KOEPKE & KIMES, LLC by Rodney W. Kimes for his Complaint against the Defendants,
KELLY OLSON-FUCA, individually and in her capacity as Pecatonica Township Clerk,
and LORI GUMMOW, individually and in her capacity as the Winnebago County Clerk
move this Honorable Court for the entry of a Writ of Mandamus. In support thereof Plaintiff
states as follows:

1. On the same date as the filing of this Motion, Plaintiff has filed its Complaint
and the facts alleged therein are incorporated in this Motion.

2, This matter is an emergency because candidate ballots must be certified by
Tuesday, April 1, 2025 by the Township of Pecatonica, lllinois.

3. Within the appropriate statutory filing period, Plaintiff filed his nomination

papers with the Defendant’s office (See attached Exhibit A).



4. By operation of the lllinois Election Code, 10 ILCS 5/10-8, the time has
passed to file objections to the Plaintiffs nomination papers.

5. On January 22, 2025, OLSON-FUCA filed a Certificate of Ballot with the
Winnebago County Election Department certifying the ballot for Supervisor and
Candidates, Gregory Deppe and Randal L. Olson (See attached Exhibit B).

6. January 23, 2025 was the last day for the Defendant, OLSON-FUCA, to file
a certificate of ballot with the Winnebago County Clerk’s office.

7. There were objections filed to the Plaintiffs nomination papers. The
electoral board for the Township was convened and Candidate DEPPE filed his
appearance and two motions on January 29, 2025. The first motion was a Motion to
Dismiss (See attached Exhibit C) and the second motion was Candidate’s Motion to
Disqualify Pecatonica Township Clerk (See attached Exhibit D).

8. On January 30, 2025, OLSON-FUCA submitted to Winnebago County
Election Department an Amended Certification of Ballot removing Candidate, DEPPE.
(See attached Exhibit E)

9. On February 3, 2025, Objector filed a Motion for Withdrawal of Objection
that Motion was permitted on February 6, 2025 by the Electoral Board. (See attached
Exhibit F)

10.  Notwithstanding the fact that objections were withdrawn on February 3,
2025, OLSON-FUCA filed a Certificate of Ballot removing the candidate from the ballot
herself. See attached Exhibit E. OLSON-FUCA excluded the name of Plaintiff, DEPPE,
from the Certificate of Ballot but left names of other candidates whose nominating papers

where deficient including but not limited to her own nominating papers.
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11. On February 6, 2025, the Electoral Board found “The Candidate’s
nomination papers are VALID, and the Pecatonica Township Clerk is ORDERED to certify
the name of Gregory Deppe to be printed on the ballot for the office of Township
Supervisor for the April 1, 2025 Consolidated Election in the Township of Pecatonica.”
and the Township Clerk signed that decision on February 6, 2025. (See attached Exhibit
F)

12..  On February 11, 2025 Pecatonica Township filed Resolution No. 2025.01
A Resolution Regarding the Actions of the Township Clerk Related to the April 1, 2025
Elections (See attached Exhibit G) which states in part “WHEREAS, each of the
Candidate's Nomination Papers, with the exception of those of Brian Boomer, were
defective and not in compliance with the mandatory provisions of the Election Code,
which was apparent from the face of the filings . . . .” and “WHEREAS, the Township
Clerk has ostensibly treated similarly situated candidates differently based on their
relationships and political affiliations with her” and “WHEREAS, the Township Clerk was
not acting pursuant to any custom, policy or practice of Pecatonica Township when she
decided to remove two candidates, who she is not politically supporting, from the ballot

while leaving on the remaining candidates, who she is politically supporting.”

13.  The Clerk’s removal of the Plaintiff's names from the ballot has resulted in
the determination of the entire election for the offices of Township Supervisor in the
Village of Pecatonica because now there is only one candidate for the Township

Supervisor, and the voters have no choice whatsoever regarding their representation.



14. At the time Defendant OLSON-FUCA filed the Certification of Ballot with the
Winnebago County Clerk, she knew that the Plaintiffs nomination papers were in
apparent conformity with the mandatory provisions of the Election Code.

15. Defendant, OLSON-FUCA'’s actions in not certifying the Plaintiffs name to

the Winnebago County Clerk were undertaken specifically to deprive the Plaintiff of his

protected First and Fourteenth Amendment rights.
16. Defendant OLSON-FUCA does not have the lawful discretion to refuse to
certify the Plaintiffs name on the ballot under lllinois law, as ballot certification is a
mandatory, ministerial act under the lllinois Election Code 10 ILCS 5/10-15.
17.  As fully set forth in his Complaint, the Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at
law.
18.  As fully set forth in his Complaint, the Plaintiff has a likelihood of success
on the merits.
19.  The Plaintiff is entitled to a writ of mandamus for the reasons set forth in his
Complaint.
WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Honorable Court issue
an order:
A. For an order compelling Defendant OLSON-FUCA to file an amended
certification of ballot certifying the names of GREGORY DEPPE as
candidate for office in the Township of Pecatonica for the April 1, 2025
election and compelling any other actions as may be necessary for OLSON-
FUCA to perform to have said Candidate’s name correctly printed on the
ballot;
B. For and order enjoining Defendant GUMMOW from printing and distributing
ballots for the election to offices in the Township of Pecatonica for the

Consolidated Election of April 1, 2025, without the name of GREGORY
DEPPE on them.



GREGORY DEPPE

RO o

One of Plaintiff's attorneys

By:

This Document Prepared by:

Rodney W. Kimes, # 6211305
BOLGRIEN, KOEPKE & KIMES, LLC
419 Main St.

PO Box 537

‘Pecatonica, 1L 61063

608-365-7702
rkimes@bolgrienlaw.com



Suggested
10 ILCS /105, 10-5.1 —ATTACHTOPETITION _____ Revised Margﬁ 2000
b SBE No. P-1B
STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY
INDEPENDENT
i | NAME: :
— ILLINOIS ——
Candidate Receipt for Filing
(MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE TURNING IN YOUR PACKET)
Name: &REC.,OM Deffe
| Address: 171923 Sumwet £,
Cy.ZpCode:  fPrepTonmed  TT. liob3
Primary Phone: 815 - 2§ 7044, (C;ZE;;’ Home Office
Secondary Phone: Nig (IwVE:‘L) Cell Home Office
| Primary Email: GbderfPe ) € GmAnL . Com
Secondary Email: N [ A
Website: N ] A
Head of Slate:

Head of Slate: If more than one candidate is listed on the petition.

District: Qeu@;gm Office: I ToRN S w? Slk(’m\}ISgL

e ————

PARTY: SIGNATURE: lﬂ&%g—\_u\p V. Qwﬂb .
——e e
OFFICE USE ONLY -2 gﬂ
FIUNGDATE: _//~/2-2Y vE: G500 A V7

STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY ~ (¥) or N HOWFILED:  CANDIDATE

LOYALTY OATH (D or N AGENT

ECONOMIC INTEREST (Y or v
CERTIFICATE OF DELETIONS ¥ or (1/

NUMBER OF PETITION PAGES Ve
FORM OF BINDING: BINDER/PAPERCLIP  STAPLE  PRONG

{clrcle one)

_ OTHER O BINDING




____ ATTACHTOPETITION

) Suggested
10 ILCS 5/7-10.1 Revised July, 2004
SBE No. P-1C

LOYALTY OATH

(OPTIONAL)
United States of America )
) SS.
State of lllinois )
1, GAEORY Delee , do swear (or affirm) that | am a citizen of the

United States and the State of lllinois, that | am not affiliated directly or indirectly with any communist
organization or any communist front organization, or any foreign political agency, party, organization or
government which advocates the overthrow of constitutional government by force or other means not
permitted under the Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of this State; that | do not directly or
indirectly teach or advocate the overthrow of the govemment of the United States or of this State or any

unlawful change in the form of the governments thereof by force or any unlawful means,

(agna@é o; Candigge)

Signed and sworn to (or affirmed) by 6"6 . bﬁéﬂe before me,

_ (Name of Candidate)
on //"//‘ ]ﬁZ‘/

(insert month, day, year)

OFFICIAL SENF!ILL
DEENA R CHURC
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS

9,

c's Signature)

COMMISSION NO. 418547 ubli

. “MY COMMISSION-EXPIRES JULY 25, 2026




STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS
TO BE FILED WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE
(5 ILCS 420)

INSTRUCTIONS:

You may find the following documents helpful to you in completing this form:

(1) federal Income tax refums, including any related schedules, attachments, and forms; and
{2) investment and brokerage statements,

To complete this form, you do not need to disclose specific amounts or values or report inferests relating efther to palitical commitiees registered
with the liinois State Board of Elsctions or to political commitiees, principal campaign commitiees, or authorized commitiees registered with the Federal
Election Commisslon.

The Information yott disclose will be avaflable to the public,

You must answer all 7 questions. Certaln qusstions will ask you to report any applicable assets or debis held in, or payable to, your name; held
[ointly by, or payabte to, you with your spouse; or held fointly by, ar payable to, you with your minar child, If you have any concerms about whether an
Interest should be reported, please consult your department's ethics officer, if applicable.

Piease ensure that the infermation you provide is complete and accurate. If you need more space than the form allows, please atiach additional
pages for your respanse. If you are subject o the State Officials and Employees Ethics Act, your ethics officer must review your stalement of economic
intarests before you file it. Failure to complete the statement in good faith and within the prescribed deadiine may subject you fo fines, Imprisonment,
or both,

BASIC INFORMATION:;
Name: QQEG ot Defle

Jobtite: _TRALK NG

Office, depariment, or agency that requires you 1o file this
form: ATONIRA  TOWWNS HzfP

Other officas, departments, or agencles that require you {o.
file a Statement of Econoic Interests form: N]&

Full maling address: _ 11422 Swmnet . fecrr ONTUY L (p10b%
Preferred email address (optional):

QUESTIONS:

1. If you have any single asset that was worth more than $10,000 as of the end of the preceding calendar year and is held in, or
payable to, your name, held jointly by, or payable to, you with your spouse, or held jointly by, or payable to, you with your minor child, list
such assets below. In the case of investment real estate, list the city and state where the investment real estate is located. If you do not
have any such assets, list “none® below.

Stocis
Bandg
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Printed by authority of the State of finois. February 2023 — 1 —1256.1




2. Excluding the position for which you are required to file-this form, list the source of any ingome En EXCEsS of $7,500 reguired to be
reported during the preceding calendar year. if you sold an asset that produced more than $7,500 in capital gains in the preceding qalendar
year, list the name of the asset and the transaction date on which the sale ar transfer took place. If you had no such sources of income
or assets, list "none” below.

Source of Income / Name of Asset Date Sold (if applicable)
Rusrnese | wolk,

3. Excluding debis incurred on terms available o the general piiblic, such as morigages, student loans and credit card debs, if you
owed any single debt in the preceding calendar year exceeding $10,000, list the creditor of the debt below, If you had no such debts, list
“none® below.

List the creditor for ail applicable debts owed by you, owed jointly by you with your spouse, or owed jointly by you with your minor child.
Inaddition to the types of debts listed above, you do not need to report any debs’ to or from financial instituions or govemment agencles,
such as debts secured by automobiles, household furniture or appliances, as long as the debt was made on terms avaiiable to the general
public, debts to members of your family, or debis to or from a political commitiee registered with the- lflinois State Board of Elections or
any political committee, principal campaign commitiee, or authorized committee registered with the Federal Election Commission.
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4. List the name of each unit of government of which you er your spouse were an Eri:ployeé,'canb‘actor: or office holder during the
preceding calendar year other than the unit or units of govemment in relation fo which the persen is required fo file and the fitle of the
position or nature of the contractual services.

Name of Unit.of Gavemment, Title.or Natyre of Services |

NONE

with any unit of govemment in the State of Iliinais, list the name of the lobbyist hslow and identify the natire of your relationship with the

lobbyist. If you do not have an economic relationship with a lobbyist or a family member known to you to be a lobbyist registered with any
unit of govemment in the State of Hlinos, list "none” below.

5. IFyou maintaih an economil; relitionshilp with a lobbyist or ifa member of your family Is known to you to be a lobbylst registered

Name of Lobbyist Relationship to Filer
W one




- B l:ist the name of each person, organization or entity that was the source of a gift or gifls, or honorarium or honora.xia, valued singly
or in the aggregate in excess of $500 received during the preceding calendar year and the type of gift or gifts, or honorarium or honqrana,
excluding any giftor gifts from a member of your family that was not known to be a fobbyist registered with any unit of govemment in the

State of llinis. If you had no such gifts, fist "none” below.
NONE

7. List the name of any spouse or immediate family member living with the person making this statement employed by a public utllity
in this State and the name of the public utility that employs the relative.

Name and Relation Public Utility
NONE

VERIFICATION:

"I declare that this statement of economic interests (including any attachments) has been examined by me and fo the best of my
knowledge and beliefis a frue, comect and complete statement of my economic interests as required by the lllinois Govemmental Ethics
Act. 1 understand that the penalty for willfully filing a false or incomplete statement is a fine not to exceed $2,500 or imprisonment in a
penal institution other than the penitentiary not {0 exceed one year, or both fine and imprisonment.”

Printed NameofFiler:_(‘ﬁ‘QsM \Way//d
Date: _t{- 11 -20ay

Signature: A“:AA:&,&AL_»DQ‘AL

If this statement of economic interests requires ethics officer review prior to filing, the applicable ethics officer must complete the following:

CERTIFICATION OF ETHICS OFFICER REVIEW:
“In accardance with law, as Ethics Officer, I reviewed this statement of economic intesests prior to its fling.”

Printed Name of Ethics Officer:

Date:

Signature;

Preferred emall address (optional):

NOTE: This statement is to be fited in the Office of the Secretary of State, Economic Interest Section, Index Department, 111 E.
Monroe St., Springfield, [L 62756.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS

Our office only fies Statements of Economic interest for State positions. if you are filing for a county positian, contact your county
clerk’s office.

In order to protect personally Identifying and confidential information, do not include on the Statement of Economlc
Interests any account numbers, Sccial Security Numbers, or other confidential information. This Statement of
Economic Interests will be published on the Secretary of State's website In a publicly searchable database. In the event
that a residential address is requested, use only the name of the city and state to Identify the property at issue,

Frequently used definitions are listed below. Refer to the statute, 5 ILCS 420, for- additional definitions when answering questions on the statement,

(5 ILCS 420/1-102.5)

Sec. 1-102.5. “Asset” means, for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, an item that is owned and has monetary value. For the
purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, assats include, but are notlimited to: stacks, bonds, sector mutual funds, sector exchange fraded funds,
commadily fufures, investment real estate, beneficial interests in trusts, business Interests, and partnership interests. For the purposes of Sections 4A-
102 and 4A-103, assats do not includes personal residences; personal vehicles; savings or checking accaunts; bonds, notes, or securities issued by
any branch of federal, state, arlocal govemment; Medicare benefits; inheritances or bequests, other than beneficial inferests in trusts; diversified funds;
annuities; penslons (including govemment penslons); retirement accounts; coflege savings plans that are qualified tution plans; qualified fax-advantaged
savings programs that allow individuals to save for disability-related expenses; o tangible persenal property.

(Source: PA. 102-684, eff. 1-1-22)

Sec. 1-105.8. “Income” means, for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, pensien incems and any income from whatever source
derived, required to be reparted on the filer's federa! Incame tax refum, Including, but not limited to: compenisation received for services rendered or to
be rendered (as requlred to be reported on any Intemai Revenue Service forms, including, but not limited to, Forms W-2, 1099, or K-1); eamings or
capital galns from the sale of assels; profit: interest or dividend income from all assefs; revenue fiom leases and rentals, royalties, prizes, awards, or
barter; forgivenass of debt; and earnings derived from annuities or trusts ttier than testamentary. trusts, “Income® does nat incltde compensation
eamed for service in the position that necessttates the filing of the statement of economic interests, or investmant or Interest retums on ftems excluded
Trom the definition of "asset”, or income from the sale of a personal res!dence or persona] vehicle,

(5 1LCS 420/1-104.3)

Sec. 1-104.3, "Creditor” means, for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, an individual, organization, or ather business entity lo
wham maney,or s equivalent is owed, no matter whether that obligation Is secured or unsecured, except that If a filer makes a loan to members of his
or her family, then that filer does not, by making such a'loan, become a creditor of that Individual for the purposes of Secilons 4A-102 and 4A-103 of
this Act.

(Source: PA. 102-864, eff, 1-1-22))

(5 ILCS 420/1-104.4)

Sec. 1-104.4. “Debt” means, for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, any maney or monetary obligation owed at any time during
the preceding calendar yearto an individual, company, or other organization, other than a loan that is-from a financial institution, govemment agency,
or business entity and that is granted on ferms made avallable to the general public. For the purpeses of Seclions 4A-102 and 4A-103, “debt” includes,
but Is not limited to: personal loans from friends or business assoclates, business loans made cutside the lender's regular course of business, and
loans made at below market rates. For the puiposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-1 03, “debt” does not include; (1) debs to or from financial insfitutions

committeas registered with the Federal Election Commissian; or (i) a loan from a msmber of the filer’s 'famll not known by the filer to b
lobby under the Lobbyist Registration Act, g ' erlobe egitred o

(Source: PA. 102-664, off. 1-122)

Contact your ethics officer, if applicable, for more quidance and instructions on completing the statement.



10 ILCS 5/10-3 Suggested
Revised July, 2004

SBE No. P-28

CERTIFICATE OF ATTACHED L{ST OF DELETIONS

We, the undersigned persons who have stricken signatures from the attached hereby certify that there
is/are page(s) of CERTIFICATION OF DELETIONS listing signatures which have been stricken,

and are attached hereafter to the petitions of (Name of Candidate) who
is a candidate for election to the office of at the
Election to be held on (date of election).

The following are the page numbers indicated on the attached CERTIFICATION OF DELETIONS:

(CANDIDATE)
(Circulator) {Circulator)
(Circulator) (Circulator)
(Circulator) (Circulator)
(Circulator) (Circulator)
(.Circulator) {Circulator)
(Circulator) {Circulator)

Evgry person striking signatures from the petition shall each sign this certificate.
This cetﬂﬁcatg shall be filed as part of the petition, shall be numbered, and shall
be attached immediately following the last page of voters' signatures and
preceding any CERTIFICATE OF DELETION sheet.

SHEET NO,



10 ILCS 5/10-3, 104, 10-5.1 X__BIND HERE__X Suggested

Revised March 2020
INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE PETITION SBE No. P-3
We, the undersigned, qualified voters in the LW SV of pf CATONCUA in the County of WINNE GRG0 and

State of lllinais, do hereby petition that the following named person shall be an Independent Candidate for election to the office herelnafter specified
to be voted for at the OUEDATEY  Election to be held on 4 { i IM (date of election).

OFFICE:

NAME:
| Gheed Detle Town Suc? SwiersenR

ADDRESS - ZIP CODE:

‘-tq'ga\ SMN& a\“‘ pem“l-(& lolo\os A Full Torm is sougt lesz an pired term is stated here: _____ yoar unexpired term
if required pursuant to 10 ILCS 5/10-5.1, completa the following (this Infermation will appear an the baliot)
FORMERLY KNOWN AS UNTIL NAME CHANGED ON
(List all names during ast 3 years) {List date of aach name change)
NAME VOTER'SPRINTED STREET ADDRESS OR CITY, TOWN OR
(VOTER'S SJSNATURE) NAME (optional) RR NUMBER VILLAGE CauNTY

Wenye Mo oty | 120y TpedsusT | fewtned| 41100
Lourz b 1204 Tocksen St | Pawbrued’ | Loinn
Y SetF M.over| 12893 Riveron| 10mpmdo™ 2y

’././'j - oo 4
W TIricig. Mewper (2293 Riverion Bl ATOLN]
ﬁWZ?MOk?/—:’ﬁMJ-Rﬁ M"[{n};lpT 12366 jye-doa Tl (VU2 SN

g | 1240, Aol
7. I ‘c

\ ALY
27%) Sy s

| QWinn_

8. o M
ALEBs D\ NN
B VR VA7, CL s e cumi),
Stateof LLLINDIS )
County of _WLNNEG AGD ; ss
LGlesor  Dette (Clrculator's Name) do hereby certify that 1 reside at_ [T 3A Swmpat 0.

, inthe

City/Village/Unincorporated Area of 1 € (41D N—ﬂﬁ {if unincomporated, fist municipality that provides postal service) (Zip
Cade) Lidws » County of_LOTNNE b0  State of_ L L7V 0% that | am 18 years of age or older (or 17 years

of age and qualified to vote In lllinois), that 1 am a citizen of the United States, and that the signatures on this sheet were signed in my presencs, not

more than 80 days preceding the last day of filing of the petitions and are genuine and that to the best of i

nore of my knowledge and belief the persons so
signing were at the time of signing the pstition registered voters of the political division in which i i i
respective residences are comrectly stated, as above set forth, g ) e e candidato s sesking eleciive ofce. and thei

[/} &lrcula;tor‘s Slgﬁzre)

//4 ’Daf‘%( before me, on //-’//’,70,1}/

i$gme of Circul (Insertmonth, day, year)

o /@M‘
otary Public's Signature)

SHEET NO. I

Signed and swom to (or affirmed) bygr 16

CHILL

DEENA R CHUR

AL) noTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF tiuwors
COMMISSION NO.

\IY COMMISSION EXFIRES JULY 28, 2026

(SE




710- - X Suggested

19 ILCS 5/10-3, 10-4, 10-5.1 X__BIND HERE __ Revised Mo 3o o0
INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE PETITION SBE No, P-3

We, the undersigned, qualified voters in the .TQ\_Q' ﬁSﬁ‘fp of_{ﬁ(‘_ﬁrm__ in the County of LICNNEBIXG0 _and

State of lilincis, do hereby petition that the following named person shall be an Independent Candidate for election to the office hereinafter specified

to be voted for at the ﬁnﬂ_m Election to be held on LH i ! 2038 (date of election).

NAME: 6 &E‘ OFFICE:
e Dewte Town sur?  SWIUISIR
ADDRESS-ZIP CODE:
T‘qQ\?\ s U pm «Q Qew lﬂ l uoz’ 1 AFullTermic eaught, unloss an unexplrad term is stated here: ___ year unexpirad term
If required pursuant to 10 ILCS 5/10-5.1, camplete the folfowing (this information will appear on the battol)
FORMERLY KNOWN AS UNTIL NAME CHANGED ON
(List all names during last 3 years) {List date of sach name change)
NAME VOTER'SPRINTED STREET ADDRESS OR CITY,TOWN OR
(VOTER'S SIGNATURE) NAME (optional) ' RR NUMBER VILLAGE COUNTY

g L ( M~ VY Uigh M| Pecyo™ m\\
* 'rA \:'f',fi,‘;fu A/ ST CAN Q!h‘ M M i;l '&CI .
2

3. m P m ] -

1aS e —

- /IJI/I//, e Wolot Bhisaheem | 22 Toly % * | Wi

By Y LY, M \_E,_! - BB _ﬂﬂiﬂgmh \N‘ %C s Wi
ﬁ%..?.i.m : (6747 ). .‘“IIIA »% uesy! W'ir— fedodid win)
Cponudle 4 (Prter (adad|How A st . Dedonpl Wy

8.} = _. L
T ey MML#&LMM_
. g ‘ . - JL

e 2 s S ‘Lo Zimnermen 25w, bth 5t pﬁ’&»*nim Winn

D geets Degpe— | Jacob Deppe | 808 Jackson 57 | Reabtten™ | tina

o/ L
Stateof TUWDNOLS )

County of Wil eBAG0 ;
¥
L_GReenty  Defae (Clrculator's Name) do hereby certify that | reside at_ITH 33 Summen. s inthe

§S.

CityVillage/Unincorporated Area of pf CATTINCTTR (if unincorporated, list municipality that provides postal service) (Zip
Code) 10\, | County of WITNNEB A5 , State of_ LUV OLS that | am 18 years of age or older (or 17 years

of age and qualified to vote in llinois), that I am a citizen of the United States, and that the si i
h s gnatures on this sheet were signed
gor?n than 90 days praceding the last day of filing of the petitions and are gentfine and that to the best of my 'knowledr;e gr':d h:;i:f{hpéepseerrslgﬁlsns‘g
gning were at the time of signing the petition registered voters of the political division in which the candidate js seeking elective ofﬁcé, and their

respective residences are corectly stated, as above set forth.

U\ (Circulator's gnature)

Signed and swom to (or affimed) b d De before me, on / / "/ / '-IZQZ ‘/

(Insertmonth, day, year)

c o

(Notary Public's Signature)

O e
DEENARGC
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS
COMMISSION NO. 416547
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JULY 25, 2028




10 ILCS 5/10-3, 10-4, 10-5.1 X_ BINDHERE X Suggested
g Revised March 2020

INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE PETITION SBE No. P-3

We, the undersigned, qualified voters in the 10w dSHT? of _QEMQL_ in the County of JAFTUNEBAGO  and

State of lllincis, do hereby petition that the following named person shall be an Indepsndent Candidate for election to the ofifce hereinafter specified

to be voted for at the { DN SO Election to be held on (date of election).

NAME: OFFICE:
Lleovty  Depte Townsee?  Suevrsofl.

ADDRESS -ZIP CODE:

1423, Suanet 8. Fechrpaux b

it required pursuant to 10 ILCS §/10-5.1, complete the following (thls informatian will appear on the ballot)

A FullTerm i3 sought, unfess an pired term is statecdthere: ____ yaar unexpired term

FORMERLY KNOWN AS UNTIL NAME CHANGED ON
{List all names during last 3 years) {List date of each name change)
NAME VOTER'SPRINTED STREET ADDRESS OR CITY, TOWN OR
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. Suggested
10 ILCS &/10-3, 104, 10-5.1 X__BIND HERE__ X Revised March 2020

INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE PETITION SBE No. P-3

We, the undersigned, qualified voters in the Toudnswel of 96 CATONTR in the Gounty of LOEN
State of Wllinois, do hereby petition that the following named person shall be an Independent Candidate for election to the ofiice herelnafter specified

to be voted for at the _fg,‘\m_ﬁi@)__ Elaction to be held on ll { [ 025 (date of election).

OFFICE:
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(VOTER'S SIGNATURE) NAME (optional) RR NUMBER .
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more than 80 days preceding the last day of filing of the petitions and are genuine and that to the best of my knowledge and belief the persons so
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respective residences are correclly slated, as above set forth f
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DEENA R CHURCHILL
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS
COMMISSION NO. 416547
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JULY 28, 2026
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Suggested
Revised November, 2005
SBE No. G-1

10 ILCS 5/7-13.1, 7-60

CERTIFICATION OF BALLOT
(Party Candidates)

Local election official must certify to each election authority (county clerk or board of election
commissioners) who prepares ballots for the political subdivision

TO: Winnebago County Election Department . Election Authority
FROM: Kelly Olson-Fuca , Local Etection Official in and for
Pecatonica Township

(Political Division)
in the County of Winnebago and State of lllinois.

|, the undersigned Local Election Official in and for the political division aforesaid, do hereby state that
this certification of ballot, consisting of 3 page(s) is atrue and correct listing of all OFFICES AND

CANDIDATES in the order that they are to appear on the ballot, to be voted on at the
Consolidated Election to be held on the April 1, 2025 .

ert month, day, year)
Dated: ' : 17— ) ﬁé

(insert month, day, year)

(SEAL)
Office Supervisor District or Ward Pe;atonica Township
Term of Office 4-years
Numberto be voted for 1
PARTY : Independent PARTY:
Candidates: Candidates:
1. Gregory Deppe 1.
2. Randal L Olson 2
3. 3.
4, 4
5. 5
[ USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY AND ATTACH TO THIS SHEET ]

Page 1of _3 pages

FILED - CO. CLERYK

<r -

JAN 2 2 2025
LORI GUMMOW

=3

) EXHIBIT



(Continued) SBE No. G-1

District or Warg Pecatonica Township

Office Highway Commissoner

Term of Office 4-¥ears

Numberto be voted for 1

PARTY: Independent PARTY:

Candidates: Candidates:

1. Thomas R Menge 1.

2, Vince Mangiaracina 2.

8 3,

4. 4.,

5. 5.

Office Trustee District or Warg_Pecatonica Township

Term of Office 4-yea_rs

Number to be voted for 4

PARTY: Independent PARTY:
Candidates: Candidates:
1, Brian Boomer 1,

2, John Wiegert 2

3. 3.

4. 4

5. 5

Page 2 of 3 pages



RAL BCARD FOR
BEFORE THE PECATONICA TOWNSHIP OFFICERS ELECTO
THE HEARING AND PASSING UPON OBJECTIONS TO THE NOMINATION PAPERS
OF CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO THE OFFICE OF SUPERVISOR OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF PECATONICA, WINNEBAGO COUNTY, STATE OF ILLINOIS

)
MATTHEW OSBORNE, ;
Objector, )
)

vs. ) Case No.: 2024 PEB 1
)
)
GREGORY DEPPE, g
Candidate. )

MOTION TO DISMISS AND OTHER RELIEF

Now Comes the Candidate, Grégbry Deppe, by and through his attorneys, Bolgrien,
Koepke & Kimes, LLC, by Rodney W. Kimes, moves this body to dismiss Objector’s Nomination
Papers and Petitions, and in support thereof state as follows:

Objector failed to file the objection petition with the Township’s local election official at
the Township office as required by Section 10-8 of the Election Code, 10 ILCS 5/10-8

The question for this body is whether Objector failed to comply with the Election Code
when he filed his objection petitions with someone other than the local election official and listed
his interest in the matter as relating to the election in the Village of Pecatonica rather than
Pecatonica Township.

I Objector Failed to File His Objection with the Local Election Official

The Pecatonica Township Clerk is the local election official for Pecatonica Township. 10

ILCS 5/1-3 (10). As the local election official, Pecatonica Township Clerk Kelly Olson-Fuca
published the pre-filing election notice suggested by the Illinois State Board of Elections, which
listed the hours for filing and included the following:

If you wish to file for candidacy, please file with the township clerk at the Pecatonica
Township Administrative Office located at 410 Reed St, Pecatonica, IL 61063.
[emphasis added]

EXHIBIT

1 C’




There is no statutory provision that provides for another township official to act as a
township clerk.

The Department of Revenue has promulgated multi-township assessment districts in
accordance with Sections 2-10 and 2-15 of the Property Tax Code, 35 ILCS 200/2-10 and 200/2-
15. 86 Ill. Admin. Code §110.160. Among these multi-township assessment districts is the
Pecatonica/Seward Multi Township Assessment District. 86 Ill. Admin. Code §110.160(b).
Pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/2-20, Pecatonica Township and Seward Township have agreed to create
the Pecatonica/Seward Multi Township for assessment purposes. The Pecatonica/Seward Multi
Township Assessor’s duties all relate to assessment of property for tax purposes and the

Pecatonica/Seward Multi Township Assessor has no responsibility for elections or receiving

election petitions or objections.
The Election Code is clear that objections are to be filed with the local election official

who received the petitions. For Pecatonica Township, that person is the clerk. The Pecatonica
Township office and the Pecatonica/Seward Multi Township Assessor’s office are different.

Objection petitions must be filed in the office of the local election official. 10 ILCS 5/10-
8. This provision was construed in Bush v. City of Champaign Electoral Board, where the court
held that, “ *Filing’ means filing at the customary office and within the customary office hours of
the public entity” authorized to accept petitions. 271 Ill.App.3d 991, 994 (4th Dist. 1995). The
Bush court stated, “objections are only properly filed with the election entity with whom the
original nomination papers were filed.” Jd. In that case, it was the city clerk of Champaign, even
though the clerk offered an alternative filing location at the Champaign Police Department. The
Bush court went on to state, “Providing an alternative method for delivery of objections cannot
be equated with actual filing of those objections.” Id.

The Pecatonica/Seward Multi Township Assessor cannot “act as the Township Clerk”
under the Election Code, the Township Code or any other authority. Objector should have filed
his objections with the Town Clerk and his failure to do so is fatal since he has not established a
clear right to an electoral board hearing.

Just like Objector asserts that he is interested in seeing that the legal requirements for
candidates are met, so too must he meet the “legal requirements” for an objector. Here, Objector
has failed to do so. Pecatonica Township is a different legal entity than the Village of Pecatonica.

Objector clearly listed his interest incorrectly as a registered voter in the “Village of Pecatonica”

2
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relative to his objection to the candidacy of Deppe. Moreover, he states his objection wrongly
relates to elected office in the Village of Pecatonica rather than in Pecatonica Township

Additionally, it should be noted that the Election Code does not authorize amendments to
an objection. See Reyes v. Bloomingdale Township Electoral Board, 265 Ill.Ap.3d 69, 72 (2"
Dist. 1994). Therefore, Objector could not fix his mistakes in either objection petition and
convening the Pecatonica Township Electoral Board would be futile and a waste of time and
energy since both of Objector’s objection petitions are defective on their face.

Respectfully submitted,

ﬁ»mvw

Gregory DEppe, Candidate

Rodney W. Kimes, ARDC #6211305
BOLGRIEN, KOEPKE & KIMES, LLC

“Attorneys for Candidate

419 Main Street

PO Box 537

Pecatonica, IL 61063
608-365-7702 -
rkimes@bolgrienlaw.com



BEFORE THE PECATONICA TOWNSHIP OFFICERS ELECTORAL BOARD FOR
THE HEARING AND PASSING UPON OBJECTIONS TO THE NOMINATION PAPERS
OF CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO THE OFFICE OF SUPERVISOR OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF PECATONICA, WINNEBAGO COUNTY, STATE OF ILLINOIS

MATTHEW OSBORNE,
Objector,

Vs. Case No.: 2024 PEB 2

GREGORY DEPPE,

Candidate.

CANDIDATE’S MOTION TO
DISQUALIFY PECATONICA TOWNSHIP CLERK

GREGORY DEPPE (hereinafter collectively referred to as “the Candidate”), by and
through his attorneys, Bolgrien, Koepke & Kimes, LLC, by Rodney W. Kimes, move to disqualify
Pecatonica Township Clerk Kelly Olson-Fuca and to continue this matter until she is properly
replaced in accordance with the law. In support thereof, the Candidate states as follows:

I. RELEVANT LAW

A. Statutory Provisions

Township officers’ electoral board members are set by statute. Pursuant to Section 10-9 of the
Illinois Election Code, a township officers electoral board is comprised of the supervisor, clerk,
and longest-serving trustee, provided there are no conflicts. 10 ILCS 5/ 10-9. For convenient

reference, here are the applicable sections of Section 10-9:

The township officers electoral board to hear and pass upon objections to the
nominations of township officials shall be composed of the township supervisor,
the town clerk, and that eligible town trustee elected in the township who has had
the longest term of continuous service as town trustee, of whom the township

supervisor shall be the chair.
* * #*




In the event that any member of the appropriate board is a candidate for the office
with relation to which the objector's petition is filed, she shall not be eligible to
serve on that board and shall not act as a member of the board and his place shall
be filled as follows...c. In the township officers electoral board by the eligible
elected town trustee who has had the second longest term of continuous service as

a town trustee.

* *® *®

When 2 or more eligible individuals, by reason of their terms of service on a city
council or board of trustees, township board of trustees, or community college
district board, qualify to serve on an electoral board, the one to serve shall be chosen

by lot.

Any vacancies on an electoral board not otherwise filled pursuant to this Section
shall be filled by public members appointed by the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court
for the county wherein the electoral board hearing is being held upon notification
to the Chief Judge of such vacancies. The Chief Judge shall be so notified by a
member of the electoral board or the officer or board with whom the objector's

petition was filed. In the event that none of the individuals designated by this
Section to serve on the electoral board are eligible, the chair of an electoral board

shall be designated by the Chief Judge.
10 ILCS 5/10-9.
Per the above, a statutory disqualification oééurs when an electoral board member is a
candidate for the same office that is the subject of an objection before the board. Id.
B. Common Law
However, in addition to a conflict arising under the statute, a conflict can arise under

common law. Statutory members can be disqualified, for example, when they are a necessary

witness at the objection hearing and would be subject to assessing their own credibility. Girot v.

Keith, 212 Ill.2d 372, 380 (2004). They can also be disqualified when they hold a pecuniélry

interest in the outcome of the electoral board’s decision. Zurek v. Franklin Park Officers Electoral

Bd., 2014 IL App (1st) 142618 9 87 (electoral board members should have been replaced from
considering an objection to a term limits referendum which would have impacted them), (citing

Anderson v. McHenry Township, 289 Ill.App.3d 830, 833 (1997) (electoral board members

disqualified when electoral board was comprised entirely of township officials who would lose

2



their jobs if the referendum they were considering passed.) In addition, then a hearing officer has
a blood relationship with a party involved in the litigation, disqualification is required. Mank v.
Board of Fire and Police Commissioners, 7 Ill.App.3d 478, 484, 288 N.E.2d 49, 53 (1972) (“A
blood relationship between a party and an administrative hearing officer has been held to compel
disqualification.”)

Further, electoral board members are required “to adhere to the code of judicial conduct
and this held implicitly to the same standards.” Accordingly, electoral board members will be
replaced when there exists sufficient and unacceptable risk of bias.” IICLE, Election Law

Handbook, §2.82, pp. 2-36 to 2-37 (2016 edition). The goal is to have an Electoral Board

proceeding that is fair and impartial.

II. THE CLERK IS DISQUALIFIED BECAUSE SHE IS A NECESSARY FACT WITNESS

RELATED TO ALL OBJECTIONS.

Contemporaneously with the filing of this Motion, the Candidates have Filed a Motion to
Dismiss the Objector’s Petitions. In part, that Motion is predicated upon the fact that the Objector’s
Petitions were not properly filed with, or properly processed by, the Township Clerk. The
resolution of the issues related to the Motion to Dismiss will require the testimony of the Clerk.
Accordingly, the Clerk must be disqualified because she is a necessary witness and cannot assess
her own credibility. See Girot v. Keith, 212 I11.2d 372, 380 (2004).

WHEREFORE, for all these reasons, the Candidate respectfully requests that the Township
Clerk, be disqualified from serving on the Electoral Board and that a qualified member be
appointed.

Respectfully submitted,

Booen V.

Gregory bepp@, Candidate' *




Rodney W. Kimes, ARDC #6211305
BOLGRIEN, KOEPKE & KIMES, LLC
Attorneys for Candidate

419 Main Street

PO Box 537

Pecatonica, IL 61063

608-365-7702
rkimes@bolgrienlaw.com



PECATONICA TOWNSHIP
410 REED ST, PO BOX 556
PECATONICA, IL 61063

January 30, 2025

Gregory Deppe
17422 Sumner Rd
Pecatonica, IL 61063

RE: AMENDED CERTIFICATION OF BALLOT
Pursuant to 10 ILCS 5/10-15

Dear Gregory Deppe:

You are hereby notified that the certification of the ballot was hereby amended to remove
Candidate Gregory Deppe due to clear non-conformity with state election law, as follows:

¢ The nomination papers submitted by Candidate Gregory Deppe consisted of 12 pages,
which were filed without any statutorily required binding, thereby failing to conform to
statutory requirements.

¢ The Statement of Economic Interests (SEl) submitted was materially defective, as
Candidate Gregory Deppe improperly filed the form designated for the State of lllinois
instead of the requisite SEI form to be filed with the Winnebago County Clerk.

e Furthermore, the SE! was not properly filed with the Winnebago County Clerk’s Office,
nor did the SEI contain a Clerk's stamp of date and time of receipt thereby rendering the
SEl and invalidating submission, contained within the nomination papers pursuant to
Election Code and therefore do not meet the requirements for the office sought.

Accordingly, the certification of the ballot is amended to reflect these deficiencies in
accordance with lllinols election law.

Sincerely,

L‘IE‘L’»L Shn@w-\

Kelly @lson-Kuca
Pecatagica Township Clerk

Matld e eurtthud
pal O AR 75




BEFORE THE PECATONICA TOWNSHIP OFFICERS ELECTORAL BOARD
FOR THE HEARING AND PASSING UPON OBJECTIONS TO THE NOMINATION
PAPERS OF CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO THE OFFICE OF SUPERVISOR OF
PECATONICA TOWNSHIP, WINNEBAGO COUNTY, STATE OF ILLINOIS

Matthew Osborne,

Objector,

v.
Case No. 2024 PEB 1

Gregory Deppe,

Candidate.

DECISION

The duly constituted Township Officers Electoral Board for Pecatonica Township, consisting of
Hon. Elizabeth Leigh Clark, Chairperson and Township Supervisor; Hon. Kelly Olson-Fuca,
Township Clerk; and Hon. Vernell Sarver, the longest serving Township Trustee, was organized
by law in response to a Call issued by the Chairperson of the Pecatonica Township Officers
Electoral Board (“Electoral Board™), for the purpose of hearing and passing upon objections to
the nomination papers of a candidate, Gregory Deppe (the “Candidate™) for the office of Township
Supervisor, filed by Matthew Osbomne (the “Objector’).

FINDINGS

The Electoral Board has heard and determined objections to the Candidate’s nomination papers
and finds as follows:

1. The Candidate filed his nomination papers with the Township clerk or her designee. (Bd.
Ex. 5).

2. The Objectors filed an objection to the nomination papers of the Candidate with the
Office of the Pecatonica/Seward Multi Township Assessor. (Bd. Ex. 6).

3. A Call to the hearing on the objections was duly issued (Bd. Ex. 2) and served on the
members of the Electoral Boad, the Objectors, and the Candidate by mail and/or personal
service as required by law, or otherwise legally waived. (Bd. Exs. 3-4).

4. A public hearing was noticed and held on the objection on January 29, 2025 and February
6, 2025. (Bd. Exs. 9, 10).




5. The following persons, among others, were present at both hearings of the Electoral
Board in this matter unless otherwise noted:

Chairperson, Elizabeth Leigh Clark, Township Supervisor, was present, in person;
Kelly Olson-Fuca, Township Clerk, was present. in person:

Vernell Sarver, Township Trustee, was present, in person:

Objector, Matthew Osborne, was represented by counsel:

Attorney David Gill appeared on behalf of the Objector;

Candidate. Gregory Deppe. was represented by counsel;

Attorney Rodney Kimes appeared on behalf of the Candidate.

ommYOw >

6. The Electoral Board was legally constituted according to the laws of the State of Illinois.

7. The Electoral Board. before holding its hearing on this matter, first adopted rules of
procedure. (Bd. Ex. 1).

8. The Electoral Board. at the January 29, 2025 hearing on this matter, set forth a briefing
schedule by agreement of the Parties. (Bd. Ex. 11).

9. At the Electoral Board’s January 29, 2025 hearing on this matter, the Candidate filed a
Motion to Disqualify Pecatonica Township Clerk and a Motion to Dismiss the Objector’s
Petition.

10. On February 3. 2025 the Objector filed a motion for Withdrawal of Objection voluntarily
withdrawing the objections raised to the Candidate’s nomination papers, which the
Electoral Board permitted on February 6, 2025.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that the objections of Matthew
Osborne to the nomination papers of Greg Deppe are, withdrawn and, therefore, the objections
raised therein are OVERRULED by a vote of_?to of the Electoral Board. The Candidate’s
nomination papers are VALID, and the Pecatonica Township Clerk is ORDERED to certify the
name of Gregory Deppe to be printed on the ballot for the office of Township Supervisor for the
April 1, 2025 Consolidated Election in the Township of Pecatonica.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Electoral Board’s attorney is directed to personally serve a
copy of this decision on the parties in an open proceeding, or to mail a copy of the decision in the
United States mail, in a sealed envelope or package, with postage prepaid, addressed to each party
affected by the decision or to such party’s attorney of record, if any. at the address on record for
such person in the files of the Electoral Board. This decision may be executed in counterparts by
any or all of the members of this Electoral Board to be assembled together in a single instrument.

Any Party seeking to review this decision and ruling of the Electoral Board shall do so in
accordance with the provisions and time frame set forth in Section 10-10.1 of the 1llinois Election
Code. 10 ILCS 5/10-10.1.

8}



Decided at Pecatonica Township, Illinois, February 6, 2025

Sz Ay (U

& ownsﬁ/ 1p Superv:somlmﬁet eigh Clark, Chair

\/)CLL(L (SJ”\ %_,

Totnship Clerk K_ ly Olson=Fuca, Member

To Wsteu Vernell Sarver, Member
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PECATONICA TOWNSHIP
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-01

SHIP
LUTION REGARDING THE ACTIONS OF THE TOWN
A RES(?LERK RELATED TO THE APRIL 1, 2025 ELECTIONS

WHEREAS, Township officials will be elected at the April 1, 2025 consolidated elections;
and

WHEREAS, several Candidates have filed nomination papers for the following

Pecatonica Township offices as specified below for the April 1, 2025 consolidated election:

Township.Supervisor:

Greg Deppe
Randal L. Olson

. Township Clerk:

Kelly M. Fuca
Highway Commissicner:

Vince Mangiaracina
Thomas R. Menge

Township Trustee:

Brian_ Boomer
John Wiegert; and

WHEREAS, each of the Candidate’s Nomination Papers, with the exception of those of
Brian Boomer, were defective and not in compliance with the mandatory provisions of the

Election Code, which was apparent from the face of the filings as follows; °

Greqg Deppe: Falled to file a receipt for the filing of his statement of economic
interests with the local election official in accordance with 10 ILCS
5/10-5. Failed to file a statement of economic interests statement
with the Winnebago County Clerk prior to November 18, 2024,

Randal L. Olson: Failed to file a receipt for the filing of his statement of economic
interests with the local election official in accordance with 16 ILCS
5/10-5. Failed to file a statement of economic interests statement
with the Winnebago County Clerk prior to November 18, 2024.

Kelly M. Fuca: Failed to file a receipt for the filing of his statement of economic
1 interests with the local election official in accordance with 10 ILCS

EXHIBIT
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5/10-5. Failed to file a statement of economic interests statement
with the Winnebago County Clerk prior to November 18, 2024.
Fafled to have the notary public sign page 3 of her petition sheets.

Vince Mangiaracina: Failed to file a receipt for the filing of his statement of economic
interests with the local election official in accordance with 10 ILCS

5/10-5. Failed to file a statement of economic interests statement
with the Winnebago County Clerk prior to November 18, 2024.

Thomas R. Menge: Falled to file a receipt for the filing of his statement of economic
- interests with the local election official in accordance with 10 ILCS
5/10-5.
John Wiegert: Failed to file a receipt for the filing of his statement of economic
interests with the local election official in accordance with 10 ILCS
5/10-5. Failed to number his pages in accordance with 10 ILCS
5/10-4; and
WHEREAS, objections were filed as to certain candidates which were subsequently
withdrawn by the Objectors; and
WHEREAS, no electoral board ruled that any candidate should not be on the ballot; and
WHEREAS, the Township's local election official is Kelly Olson Fuca, the Township
Clerk; and
WHEREAS, Kelly Olson Fuca Is a candidate for Township Clerk whose own nomination
papers did not comply with the mandatory provisions of the Election Code as discussed; and
WHEREAS, candidate Randal L. Olson is a candidate for Township Supervisor whose
nomination papers did into comply with the mandatory provisions of the Election Code, as set

forth above; and

WHEREAS, candidate Randal L. Olson is the father of Township Clerk Kelly Olson

Fuca; and

WHEREAS, Greg Deppe is a candidate opposing Randal L. Olson for Township

Supervisor; and

WHEREAS, Kelly Olson Fuca is politically affiliated with candidate Vince Mangiaracina

who Is running for Highway Commissioner; and




|

WHEREAS, incumbent Township Highway Commissioner Thomas R. Menge is running
against Vince Mangiaracina for Highway Commissioner; and

WHEREAS, without seeking legal counsel, Kelly Olson Fuca sent an amended
certification to the Winnebago County Clerk’s office removing her father's opponent, Greg
Deppe, and incumbent Highway Commissioner Thomas Menge, for the flaws In their nomination
papers, but not removing herself, her father, Vince Manglaracina and John Wiegert for the same
exact flaws in their nomination papers; and

WHEREAS, the Township Clerk has ostensibly treated similarly situated candidates
differently based on their relationships and political affillations with her; and

WHEREAS, the Township has been notified that the candidates that the Township Clerk
has removed from the ballot intend to sue the Township as a result of the Clerk's selective
removal of two candidates from the ballot but not others; and

WHEREAS, the Township Board did not direct the Township Clerk to treat candidates
differently when six of them had fatal defects to their nomination papers which were clear from
the face of the petitions, including the Township Clerk herself; and

WHEREAS, the Townshlp Clerk, as local election official, must apply any policy related
to the refusal to ceriify candidates to the ballot equally and uniformly; and

WHEREAS, the Township Clerk was not acting pursuant fo any custom, policy or
practice of Pecatonica Township when she decided to remove two candidates, who she is not
politically supporting, from the ballot while leaving on the remaining candidates, who she is

politically supporting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IS RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF
PECATONICA TOWNSHIP AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: The Pecatonica Township Board incorporates the preamble language of

this Resolution as set forth above as if fully set forth in this Section verbatim.




Section 2: The Pecatonica Township Board officially states that it believes that all
candidates with fatal flaws apparent on the face of their nomination papers should be treated
equally related to ballot certification by the Township Clerk.

Section 3: The actions of Township Clerk Kelly Olson Fuca in failing and refusing to
certify Greg Deppe and Thomas Menge on the ballot certification for Supervisor and Highway
Commissioner of Pecatonica Township for the April 1, 2025 elections is not supported or
approved by the Township Board, nor it is pursuant to any custom, policy or practice of

Pecatonica Township.

Section 4: This Resolution shall be tendered to the Winnebago County Clerk and the

Winnebago County State’s Attorney’s office.
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Supervisor and Board of Trustees of Pecatonica

Township, lllinois, this 11th day of February, 2025.

AYES:
No: _ (.
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