
 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
EDGAR COUNTY WATCHDOGS, )   

)    
Plaintiff, ) 

) 
v.   )  

) 
PARIS UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95 ) 

)   
Defendant. ) 
 

COMPLAINT  

NOW COMES Plaintiff, EDGAR COUNTY WATCHDOGS, by the undersigned 

attorneys, LOEVY & LOEVY, and brings this suit to overturn Defendant PARIS UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95’s failure, in willful violation of the Illinois Freedom of Information 

Act, to comply with EDGAR COUNTY WATCHDOG’s Freedom of Information Act request for 

subpoenas and search warrants received by Defendant.  In support of its Complaint, EDGAR 

COUNTY WATCHDOGS states as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. It is the public policy of the State of Illinois that all persons are entitled to full and 

complete information regarding the affairs of government and the official acts and policies of those 

who represent them as public officials and public employees consistent with the terms of the 

Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”).  5 ILCS 140/1. 

2. Restraints on access to information, to the extent permitted by FOIA, are limited 

exceptions to the principle that the people of this state have a right to full disclosure of information 
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relating to the decisions, policies, procedures, rules, standards, and other aspects of government 

activity that affect the conduct of government and the lives of the people.  5 ILCS 140/1. 

3. Under FOIA Section 1.2, “[a]ll records in the custody or possession of a public 

body are presumed to be open to inspection or copying.  Any public body that asserts that a record 

is exempt from disclosure has the burden of proving by clear and convincing evidence that it is 

exempt.”  5 ILCS 140/1.2. 

PARTIES  

4. Plaintiff EDGAR COUNTY WATCHDOGS (“ECW”) is the FOIA requester in 

this case.  ECW is a non-profit organization comprised of investigative reporters whose purpose 

is to foster accountability, truth, and transparency in our local governing bodies.  

5. Defendant PARIS UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 95 (“DISTRICT 95”) is a 

public body located in Edgar County, Illinois.   

JUNE 14, 2023 FOIA REQUEST 

6. On June 14, 2023, ECW submitted a FOIA request to DISTRICT 95 for “cop[ies] 

of all Subpoenas/Search Warrants received in the past 60 days.” 

7. A true and correct copy of the FOIA request is attached as Exhibit 1.  

8. On June 22, 2023, DISTRICT 95 identified one document responsive to the request, 

and produced the document with extensive redactions.  DISTRICT 95 stated certain information 

within the response was redacted pursuant to 5 ILCS 140 (“FOIA”) Section 7(a), which prohibits 

disclosure of “matters occurring before the Grand Jury.”  

9. A true and correct copy of DISTRICT 95’s response letter is attached as Exhibit 2.  

10. On June 22, 2023, ECW appealed to DISTRICT 95, asking it to reconsider asserting 

exemptions under FOIA Section 7(a), stating that the courts found federal grand jury subpoenas 
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were subject to release under FOIA according to the Appellate Court’s holding in Better 

Government Association vs. Blagojevich, 386 Ill. App. 3d 808 (2008). 

11. A true and correct copy of the correspondence is attached as Exhibit 3.  

12. On June 23, 2023, DISTRICT 95 stated that it is maintaining its position on the 

redactions applied to the responsive documents.   

13. In Better Government Association v. Blagojevich, the Illinois Appellate Court held 

that the grand jury secrecy rules did not specifically prohibit a public body that is the recipient of 

the request from disclosing the contents of the subpoena in response to a FOIA request.  386 Ill. 

App. 3d at  817-18. 

14. As of the date of this filing, DISTRICT 95 has maintained its assertion of FOIA 

Exemption 7(1)(a) and continues to withhold non-exempt information responsive to ECW’s FOIA 

request. 

15. As of the date of this filing, DISTRICT 95 has failed to comply with FOIA and has 

not produced all responsive records. 

 
COUNT I – JUNE 14, 2023 FOIA REQUEST,  

DISTRICT 95’S FOIA VIOLATION 
 

16. The above paragraphs are incorporated by reference.  

17. DISTRICT 95 is a public body under FOIA. 

18. The records sought in the FOIA request include non-exempt public records of 

DISTRICT 95. 

19. DISTRICT 95 violated FOIA by failing to produce all non-exempt information 

contained in records responsive to the request.  
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20. DISTRICT 95 willfully and intentionally, or otherwise in bad faith failed to comply 

with FOIA. 

WHEREFORE, ECW asks that the Court: 

i. declare that DISTRICT 95 has violated FOIA; 

ii. order DISTRICT 95 to conduct adequate searches for the requested records; 

iii. order DISTRICT 95 to produce all non-exempt portions of the requested records; 

iv. enjoin DISTRICT 95 from withholding non-exempt public records under FOIA; 

v. order DISTRICT 95 to pay civil penalties; 

vi. award Plaintiff reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs; and 

vii. award such other relief the Court considers appropriate. 

Dated: July 14, 2023 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
/s/ Matthew V. Topic   
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff,  
EDGAR COUNTY WATCHDOGS 
 
Matthew Topic 
Josh Loevy  
Merrick Wayne 
Shelley Geiszler  
LOEVY & LOEVY  
311 North Aberdeen, 3rd Floor 
Chicago, IL 60607 
312-243-5900 
foia@loevy.com 
Atty. No. 41295 



From: John Kraft
To: jlarson@paris95.k12.il.us; kellers@paris95.k12.il.us; suttonc@paris95.k12.il.us
Cc: Kirk Allen
Subject: FOIA Request: D95 including High School - 6-14-2023
Date: Wednesday, June 14, 2023 11:18:00 AM

On behalf of the Edgar County Watchdogs, Inc., and in accordance with the Freedom of
Information Act, I am requesting the following.

 

If you are not the FOIA officer, please forward to the FOIA officer as required by
statute.

 

Electronic copies requested.

 

Copy of all Subpoenas/Search Warrants received in the past 60 days.
 
Electronic copies are requested.
 
This is not a commercial request.
 
This is also a request for fee waiver, should any fees be imposed, as this information bears on
the public business of the local and state governments in Illinois and will be used to inform
citizens of the actions of their public officials, of their rights and responsibilities, of news and
current or passing events, and for articles of opinion or features of interest to the public. The
principal purpose of this request is to access and disseminate information regarding the health,
safety, and welfare or the legal rights of the general public and is not for the principal purpose
of gaining a personal or commercial benefit
 
I, and the organizations I represent, qualify as both media and non‐profit under the definitions
in Section 2 (c‐10) ("Commercial purpose"), Section 2 (f) ("News media"), Section 2 (g)
("Recurrent requester"), and Section 2 (h) ("Voluminous request") of the Freedom of
Information Act, for the purposes of being exempt to the provisions of Section 3.1 (Requests
for commercial purposes), Section 3.2 (Recurrent requesters), Section 3.6 (Voluminous
requests), and Section 6 (Authority to charge fees). Additionally, I, and the organizations I
represent, qualify as “news media” under the Illinois Vehicle Code, Section 1-148.5.
 
Thanks,
John Kraft
Edgar County Watchdogs, Inc.

Exhibit 1













































From: Megan Carroll
To: John Kraft
Cc: Micayla Groover; Kirk Allen
Subject: Re: Edgar County Watchdogs -FOIA Request Response
Date: Friday, June 23, 2023 10:17:11 AM

Good morning, John.
The School District maintains its position on the redactions applied to the responsive
documents in reliance of the law cited in the partial denial letter.  
Thank you,
Megan Carroll

On Fri, Jun 23, 2023 at 9:56 AM John Kraft <john@illinoisleaks.com> wrote:

Please respond to this appeal on redactions today with either an unredacted copy of the
subpoena or confirmation the school district will not provide an unredacted copy.

 

Thanks,

John Kraft

 

From: John Kraft 
Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2023 11:00 AM
To: Micayla Groover <mgroover@paris95schools.org>
Cc: Megan Carroll <carrollm@paris95schools.org>; Kirk Allen <Kirk@illinoisleaks.com>
Subject: RE: Edgar County Watchdogs -FOIA Request Response

 

This article from the State Bar Association explains the Blago case…

 

https://www.isba.org/committees/governmentlawyers/newsletter/2009/04/sunshineonmysho
uldersmakesmehappysu

 

From: John Kraft 
Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2023 10:56 AM
To: Micayla Groover <mgroover@paris95schools.org>
Cc: Megan Carroll <carrollm@paris95schools.org>; Kirk Allen <Kirk@illinoisleaks.com>
Subject: RE: Edgar County Watchdogs -FOIA Request Response

 

Exhibit 3



Please ask the school district’s attorney to consider the Better Government Association vs
Blagojevich case, where the courts found that federal grand jury subpoenas were subject to
release under FOIA.

 

Please provide unredacted responses to these requested records.

 

Thanks for a prompt reply,

John Kraft

 

 

From: Micayla Groover <mgroover@paris95schools.org> 
Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2023 8:43 AM
To: John Kraft <john@illinoisleaks.com>
Cc: Megan Carroll <carrollm@paris95schools.org>
Subject: Edgar County Watchdogs -FOIA Request Response

 

Hello,

 Please see the attached documents in response to your FOIA request on June 14th, 2023. 

 

Thanks,

Micayla

 

--

Kind Regards,

Micayla Groover
Human Resource Coordinator

Paris Union School District 95

300 S. Eads Ave, Paris, IL 61944

(217)465-8448  X1406




