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'ﬂ;-please_r_ider an opinion as to
& ¥ s,4"e%'“ty Board Menber 1a

ff the State ef Illinoia from
30 ;_5153 the position of a Jury
issionefr by appointment of the cixcuit

'.“'qfﬁ geﬂet#L rule laid down in People v. Baag,
145 111, App. 283, it appears that incompatibility between
offices arises where the eonjeituﬁion; or a statute, specifi-
cally ytphibita €h6quéupaﬁe of either one of the offices
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vfram holding the other, or where, because of the duties of
either office a conflict éflinteresf may arise, or where the
duties of either office are such that the liolder of 6ne‘caﬁnot.
in every instance, properly &and faithfully perfoim all the
duties of the other. ' |

. ‘There is no constitﬁtioﬁai or statutory provision
which specifically prohibits a county board member from holding
_the office O£ jn;y_edmmissioﬁer; In.xega:d to statutory
provisions, ageéiéﬁ 1 of "AN ACT to prevent fraudulent and
corrupt practices in the making or accepting of official
appointments and contracts by public officers” (Ill. Rev. Stat.
1973, ch. 102, par. 1) provides in pertinent part:

' wg 1. No member of a county board, during

the term of office for which he is elected, may be
appointed to, accept or hold any office other

than chairman 6f the county board or member of

the regional plamning commission by appointment

or election of the board of which he is a member.
Any such prohibited appointment or election is
void."” :

Section 1 of "AN ACT in relation to jury commissioners and
authcfiiing'judgés to appoint such commissioners and to make
rules concefninq their powérs and duties” (;11. Rev, Btat.
1973, ch. 78, par. 24) provides in pertinent part:

o s§ 1. In evéry county of this state now

containing, or which may héreafter contain
more than 40,000 inhabitants, and in any othex
county in which the county board by resolition
determines that jury conmissioners shdll be
appointed, the cilrcuit judges in the circuit
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of which the county is a part, or a majority

of them, shall choose 3 competent and discreet
electors, who shall not be so chosen on account
of party affiliations, who shall be known as
Jury commissioners. * * * The majority of the
éircuit judges heérein referred to may remove
either of such commissioners, assigriing reasons
therefor, and fill all vacancies ocourring

in the office of any such commissioners by death,

. resignation or removal.*® - '
Consequently, from the above cited language, it is clear that
section 1 of “AN ACT to prevent fraudulent and corrupt practices
in the making or acéépting of official appointments and con-
tracts by public officers", supra, would not be applicable
since the circuit judges, not'the county‘board. appoint the
jury commissioners. ;

It is my opinion, however, that the offices of
. county board member and jury commissioner are incompatible
due to a conflict of interest. Section 6 of "AN ACT in relation
to jury commissioners and authOrizing judges to appoint such |
commissioners and to make rules concerning their powers and
dities", supra, proﬁidés in pertinent part: |

“§ 6. The sald jury commissioners, clerk
and assistants; shall be paid for their services
- by the county treasuréer of the several counties,

such cdmpensation as shall be fixed by the
county board, upon warrants drawn by the clexk

of thé county board, * # & ~
Since a county board‘member would be part of the’body empogered

to fix his compensation as jury commisaioner. a direct conflict
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of interest would exist.'

8ince it has been determined that 1ncompatibility
would exist due to a conflict of intereat, it is not necessary
to express any opinion as to the applicability of section 3
of "AN ACT to prevent fraudulent and corrupt practices Ln,the
making Qf accepting of official appointments and contracts by
public officers”. (111. Rev. Stat. 1973, ch. 102, par. 3.)
Thus, once again, it is my opinion that the officee of county
board member and jury commissioner are 1ncompat1ble.

Very truly yours,

ATTORNEY GENERAL



