
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

- v. -

ALIREZA SHAHVAROGHI FARAHANI, 
a/k/a "Vezarat Salimi," 
a/k/a "Haj Ali," 

MAHMOUD KHAZEIN, 
KIYA SADEGHI, 
OMID NOORI, and 
NILOUFAR BAHADORIFAR, 

a/k/a "Nellie," 

Defendants. 

-x 

-x 

BACKGROUND 

SEALED 

SUPERSEDING INDICTMENT 

Sl 21 Cr. 430 (RA) 

1. The charges in this Indictment arise out of a 

scheme by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 

target dissidents who oppose the regime's violations of human 

rights, suppression of democratic participation and freedom of 

expression, and corruption. The regime has targeted such 

individuals for harassment, intimidation, and incarceration, 

among other tactics. In recent years, the regime has also 

targeted its perceived opponents residing outside Iran for 

kidnapping and capture. As described more fully below, in at 

least the last two years, Iranian intelligence services have 

lured Iranian expatriates lawfully residing in other countries 



to travel to locations where they could be captured, imprisoned 

in Iran, and executed. 

2. As part of this scheme, the Government of Iran 

has targeted a journalist, author, and human rights activist 

residing in Brooklyn, New York (~Victim-1"). Victim-1 is a U.S. 

citizen of Iranian origin. Victim-1 has publicized the 

Government of Iran's human rights abuses; discriminatory 

treatment of women; suppression of democratic participation and 

expression; and use of arbitrary imprisonment, torture, and 

execution to target its political opponents; and has sought to 

mobilize public opinion in Iran and around the world to bring 

about changes to the regime's laws and practices. 

3. In approximately 2018, Iranian government 

officials attempted to induce relatives of Victim-1, who reside 

in Iran, to invite Victim-1 to travel to a third country, 

apparently for the purpose of having Victim-1 arrested or 

detained and transported to Iran for imprisonment. Iranian 

government officials offered to pay Victim-l's relatives in 

exchange for their invitation to Victim-1, but Victim-l's 

relatives did not accept the offer. 

4. On or about July 29, 2019, the Chief of the 

Revolutionary Courts in Iran publicly stated that anyone who 

sent videos considered against the regime, in particular videos 

contrary to the Government of Iran's criminal laws mandating 
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