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Character of Case

THEFT $300 AND UNDER, POLICE DEPARTMENT IN ILLINOIS

Complaint Phone NumberComplaint Middle NameComplaint First NameComplaint Last Name

Yes No

Complaint By Public

Requesting Officer

CHIEF BRYANT SERAPHIN

Requesting Agency

URBANA POLICE DEPARTMENTYes No

Initiated By ISP

Yes No

Crime Victim Notified Of OpeningReported Date

01/14/2020

Time of Incident

14:41

Day of Incident

TUESDAY

Date of Incident

01/07/2020

Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

ID Number

5210

Case Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Case Agency

ISP ZONE 5 INVESTIGATIONS - CHAMPAIGN

Report Purpose

Other KeywordKeyword

PUBLIC INTEGRITY CASE

CAD NumberCase Title

*CONFIDENTIAL* CAROL C. AMMONS

Case Number

20-39108100006

SUMMARY

CASE INITIATION AND ACTION
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE

CASE INITIATION:

Crime Code

0820 - THEFT $300 AND UNDER

Crime Code

6004 - POLICE DEPARTMENT IN ILLINOIS

County

CHAMPAIGN

Zip Code

61801

State

IL

City

URBANA

Address

810 W. UNIVERSITY AVENUE

LongitudeLatitude

Location Description

RESALE STORE

LOCATION

On January 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department (UPD) contacted the Illinois State Police, Division of Criminal

Investigations - Zone 5, and requested assistance with a theft investigation.  It is alleged that on January 7, 2020, Carol

C. Ammons (F/B, DOB:  stole a Coach purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale Shop, located at 810 W. University

Avenue, Urbana, Illinois.  The price tag on the Coach purse was $80.  There is video surveillance footage of the alleged

theft.  
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Zip CodeStateCityStreet

SSNDOBRace

BLACK - B

Sex

FEMALE

AKA/Maiden

Middle Name

CELESTE

First Name

CAROL

Last Name

AMMONS

Type

SUSPECT

1INDIVIDUAL

Narrative As of January 17, 2020, all investigative reports have been relayed to the special appellate prosecutors' office.

Yes No

Evidence Being Held

EVIDENCE HELD

Zip CodeStateCity

Street

SSNDOBRace

BLACK - B

Sex

FEMALE

AKA/MaidenMiddle Name

C

There is no
picture available

First Name

CAROL

Last Name

AMMONS
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Case Agent Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

Case Agent ID Number

5210

Case Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

ID Number

5210

Reporting Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Overhear WarrantOverhear AdminSearch WarrantsArrestWarrantsDrug BuysLead Number

Activity Date

02/21/2020

Report Date

02/24/2020

Report Purpose TO DOCUMENT THE RECEIPT OF THE SCREENSHOT OF TEXT MESSAGES AND
ORIGIN OF EXHIBIT #9

Individual Location Vehicle

Report TypeCase Title

*CONFIDENTIAL* CAROL C. AMMONS

Case Number

20-39108100006

ILLINOIS STATE POLICE

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

SYNOPSIS:

On January 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department (UPD) contacted the Illinois State Police, Division of Criminal

Investigations - Zone 5, and requested assistance with a theft investigation.  It is alleged that on January 7, 2020, Carol

C. Ammons (F/B, DOB:  stole a Coach purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale Shop, located at 810 W.

University Avenue, Urbana, Illinois.  The price tag on the Coach purse was $80.  There is video surveillance footage of

the alleged theft. 

DETAILS:

The purpose of this investigative report is to document the receipt of text messages between Ammons and 

  Carle Foundation

Hospital.  On February 21, 2020, I emailed  and asked if she could take a screenshot of the text messages

between Ammons and her, which she did and then emailed it to me.  

On February 24, 2020, I printed out the screenshot and sealed it in a proper evidence envelope, and sealed it with my

initials.  I assigned it Exhibit #9, and placed Exhibit #9 into the District 10/Zone 5 temporary evidence locker #8.  
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Case Agent Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

Case Agent ID Number

5210

Case Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

ID Number

5210

Reporting Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Overhear WarrantOverhear AdminSearch WarrantsArrestWarrantsDrug BuysLead Number

Activity Date

02/07/2020

Report Date

02/13/2020

Report Purpose TO DOCUMENT THE MEETING WITH  AND APPELLATE
PROSECUTORS

Individual Location Vehicle

Report TypeCase Title

*CONFIDENTIAL* CAROL C. AMMONS

Case Number

20-39108100006

ILLINOIS STATE POLICE

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

SYNOPSIS:

On January 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department (UPD) contacted the Illinois State Police, Division of Criminal

Investigations - Zone 5, and requested assistance with a theft investigation.  It is alleged that on January 7, 2020, Carol

C. Ammons (F/B, DOB: , stole a Coach purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale Shop, located at 810 W.

University Avenue, Urbana, Illinois.  The price tag on the Coach purse was $80.  There is video surveillance footage of

the alleged theft. 

DETAILS:

The purpose of this investigative report is to document the meeting with  

  Carle Foundation Hospital.  The meeting was held

at the request of Illinois State’s Attorney’s Appellate Prosecutors, David Robinson, Kate Kurtz, and Jonathan Barnard.  I,

Sergeant Windy Westfall #5210, was also present during this meeting.  The meeting was held on February 7, 2020, at

approximately 10:30 a.m., at Carle Hospital (611 W. Park Street, Urbana) in the conference room on the 7th floor.  The

following is a summary of the meeting’s agenda.

 explained what the Carle Auxiliary Resale shop’s purpose was: to raise money for the Carle guesthouse to offset

expenses.  The Appellate Prosecutors asked  how she knew Ammons;  used to be on the Urbana City

Council, and Ammons would help with Urbana city fundraisers, however, Ammons was not on the city council.  

Kurtz and Robinson asked  about the text message Ammons sent to her on January 14, 2020, and about 

meeting with Ammons that same date.   reiterated the same information as she did to Special Agent Nate

Luster #4790, during his telephonic interview of  on January 15, 2020: that on January 14, 2020, at 3:13 p.m.,

Ammons texted  and asked to meet with  in person, and  Ammons arrived at  office

approximately five minutes later.   reiterated she figured Ammons wanted to talk to her about the theft of the

Coach purse.   said she did not inform or indicate to Ammons that she (  already knew about the incident.

Ammons told  she was embarrassed about the incident and it was a misunderstanding, and wanted to either

pay the auxiliary resale shop for the purse or return the purse to them.  Ammons asked  to not prosecute her.

 told Ammons she would have to follow up with Carle Security about the incident.  Ammons insisted that 

be the one to personally contact Ammons as to how Carle would proceed with the incident.   told Ammons that

someone would contact her but did not tell Ammons that she (  would be that person. 

 advised us that she contacted Carle , and asked him to contact Ammons and

NARRATIVE

Approved By

Dumonceaux, Chad    #5852

Disclaimer: This document contains neither recommenda ions nor conclusions of the
Illinois State Police.  It and its contents are not to be disseminated outside of your agency.

Kirk Allen
Highlight

Kirk Allen
Highlight

Kirk Allen
Highlight



20-39108100006 

WESTFALL, WINOY 

D 5210 

Page 2 Of 2 

tell her that Carle would follow their protocol regarding theft incidents. - told u~ ca lled Ammons 
and left a voicemail To - knowledge, Ammons never ca lled~ - showed 
us the text message Ammons sent her on January 14th. - stated that Carle owned the cell phone that -
uses. 

Robinson asked - what Carie's protocol was for theft incidents. - said, whenever a Carle entity has a theft, 
they are to report it to Carle Security personnel. Then, if need be, security notifies Urbana Police Department for them 
to take a report and hand le the illega l infraction. In this particular theft incident, the resale shop notified security, 
then- notified - about the theft on January gth, then - notified Urbana Police Department. 

Kurtz asked if Carle Foundation does a "No Trespass" for persons who commit thefts. - wasn' t sure, but 
she texted and asked him. He responded "yes." Then - asked - via text if a "No Trespass" 
order had been issued to Ammons, and he responded, "not yet." 

Robinson asked- if she wanted Ammons prosecuted or not. Robinson and Barnard explained to- that they 
would take her decision into consideration either way, and explained that by prosecuting Ammons may have a 
negative effect on the resale shop, since Ammons had shopped there several t imes in the past. I stated that by not 
prosecuting Ammons might also create negative backlash for the resale shop. - said she, on behalf of Carle 
Foundation, did not want to be part of that decision, and wanted to leave that completely up to the prosecutors. 

Our meeting with - concluded at approximately 11:30 a.m. 

AKA/Maiden 

Sex 

FEMALE 

Drivers License Number 

Street 

DOB SSN 

Home Telephone Cell Telephone 

How Long 
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Report Type 

!;Z)nctividual D Location [}.tehicle 

Report Purpose TO DOCUMENT THE RE-INTERVIEW OF 
ORIGIN OF EXHIB 

~AND Report Date 

210512020 

ctivity Date 

2/04/2020 

ead Number 

Reporting Agent 

WESTFALL, WINDY 

Case Agent 

WESTFALL, WINDY 

SYNOPSIS: 

Search Warrants 

NARRATIVE 

Overhear Admin 

D Number 

5210 

ase Agent ID Number 

5210 

Overhear Warrant 

Zone/Office 

ISPZ5CP 

Case Agent Zone/Office 

ISPZ5CP 

On January 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department (UPD) contacted the Ill inois State Police, Division of Criminal 
Investigations - Zone 5, and requested assistance with a theft investigation. It is a lleged that on January 7, 2020, Carol 

C. Ammons (F/ B, DOB: - · stole a Coach purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale Shop, located at 810 W. 
Unive rsity Avenue, Urbana, Ill inois. The price tag on the Coach purse was $80. There is video surveillance footage of 
the a lleged theft. 

DETAILS: 

The purpose of this investigative report is to docu ment the re-interview of ) and 
). On February 4, 2020, at approximately 1:25 p.m., Trooper Ben Wilford #6741, and 

I, Sergeant Windy Westfall #5210, conducted the interviews at the Carle Auxiliary Resale Shop, located at 810 West 
Unive rsity Avenue, Urbana, Ill inois. Also present was their manager, 
audio record our conversation and a ll three of them gave their consent. 

I asked for their permission to 

I explained we needed to ask them some fo llow-up quest ions reference the theft incident that occurred on January 7, 

2020. 

I asked - and Im! what types of items Ammons purchased on January 7th. Both of them said Ammons 
purchased two or three dresses. - said she thought she remembered it was th ree items because of what was 
on the original sales receipt. I verified that the surveillance camera over the cash register area was not working on 
January 7th, and - stated that was correct and added that the serve r did not record any footage. 

I asked if Ammons placed items on the counter to pay for them, and - and Im! said she put the dresses on the 
counter, but not a purse. I then asked if they saw or remembered where Ammons had the purse at when she went to 
the counter to pay: such as on her shoulder, arm, had she placed it on the floor, or maybe way off to the side of the 

counter. - stated she remembered Ammons standing at the counter, and she reached into the purse and took 
out a little clutch purse, which is where she obtained the money from. - and Im! do not remember actually 
seeing Ammons with the purse, so they didn' t know if it was located on her arm or shou lder, but said it was definitely 

not on the floor. I asked - and Im! if Ammons laid the pu rse on the counter with her other items, as if she was 
going to purchase the purse, and they both said a definite no. 

I asked which one of them rang up Ammons' purchases that day, and they said they did it together, as they usua lly do. 
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 verbally tells  what price is on each item, and  rings them up on the cash register.  

 reiterated to us, the same as she did to the Urbana Police officer, that when she found the tissue paper in the

dressing room, she knew there was no way it had just fallen out of the purse; it was purposely placed behind the chair

in the dressing room.  

I asked   and  if they remembered what the Coach purse looked like, and  said she

priced it the Sunday before (January 6th), along with 15-20 other purses, and to her recollection, it was black, and more

like a small tote purse.  I asked  if I showed her a picture would she be able to tell if it was the same purse, and

she said she’d be able to tell if it was similar to the purses she priced on January 6th.  I showed her a picture (see

attached) and she said yes, they did have a purse like that.  

None of them had any further information at that time and I stopped the audio recording at approximately 1:33 p.m.

Once I stopped the recording,  asked what was going to happen with the case from this point forward.  I told

her once we concluded our investigation, the Appellate Prosecutor’s office would review the case.   

and  said that since this incident had occurred, people who know Ammons have come into the store and made

comments to the employees such as, “  said you guys rang up the purse as $8 instead of $80.”   advised

there was no way that was possible.  We then left the store at approximately 1:35 p.m.  

On February 4, 2020, I downloaded this recorded interview onto my laptop.  On February 5, 2020, I burned a copy of

this interview onto a CD, placed it into a proper evidence envelope and sealed it with my initials, and assigned it with

Exhibit #8.  I then placed Exhibit #8 into the District 10/Zone 5 temporary evidence drop locker #9.

Approved By

Dumonceaux, Chad    #5852

Disclaimer: This document contains neither recommenda ions nor conclusions of the
Illinois State Police.  It and its contents are not to be disseminated outside of your agency.

Kirk Allen
Highlight

Kirk Allen
Highlight



5210

WESTFALL, WINDY

20-39108100006

D

3Page Of 4

Approved By

Dumonceaux, Chad    #5852

Disclaimer: This document contains neither recommenda ions nor conclusions of the
Illinois State Police.  It and its contents are not to be disseminated outside of your agency.





20-39108100006 

WESTFALL, WINOY 

D 5210 

Page 1 Of 2 

Case Title 

ILLINOIS STATE POLICE 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 

Case Number 

20-39108100006 *CONFIDENTIAL* CAROL C. AMMONS 

Report Type 

i;z)ndividual 

Report Purpose TO DOCUMENT THE INTERVIEW OF 
EXHIBIT#7 

ead Number Drug Buys 

Reporting Agent 

WESTFALL, WINDY 

Case Agent 

WESTFALL, WINDY 

SYNOPSIS: 

Arrestwarrants Search Warrants 

NARRATIVE 

AND ORIGIN OF 

Overhear Admin 

D Number 

Report Date 

210412020 

5210 

ase Agent ID Number 

5210 

D Location [}.tehicle 

ctivity Date 

1/30/2020 

Overhear Warrant 

Zone/Office 

ISPZ5CP 

Case Agent Zone/Office 

ISPZ5CP 

On January 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department (UPD) contacted the Ill inois State Police, Division of Criminal 
Investigations - Zone 5, and requested assistance with a theft investigation. It is a lleged that on January 7, 2020, Carol 

C. Ammons (F/ B, DOB: - · stole a Coach purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale Shop, located at 810 W. 
University Avenue, Urbana, Ill inois. The price tag on the Coach purse was $80. There is video surveillance footage of 
the a lleged theft. 

DETAILS: 

The purpose of this investigative report is to document the interview of 

- · On January 30, 2020, at approximately 1:50 p.m., Special Agent Nate Luster #4790, and I, Sergeant Windy 
Westfall #5210, conducted the interview of - which took place at her place of employment, the 
Champaign County Circuit Clerk's office, located at 101 East Main Street, Urbana, Illinois. This interview was in an 
attempt to identify the friend of Carol Ammons; Ammons advised in her interview that she gave the black Coach purse 

to her friend '- - related, in summary, the following information: 

~ permission to audio record our conversation to which she consented. I explained to 
~re investigating a retail theft of a Coach purse, from a local resale shop. I also told _ 
that we know who committed the retail theft, and we were following up on information the suspect had told us; that 
the suspect had given the purse to a friend named ' I a lso told that through some 
investigative work, her name had come up as being a friend of the suspect. I asked if she had any idea 
who or what we were talking about, and she said yes. She said because of information in the news, everyone in her 
office knew it was State Representative Carol Ammons. 

I asked - if she knew Ammons personally and if she was friends with her. - said she knew 
Ammons because she attends the community Martin Luther King/Jeddie Rhodes Day event every year, they're friends 
on Facebook, and they see each other in person, but it 's more of business-type situations. I asked - if she 
and Ammons hang out as friends; examples: go out to dinner, go to each other's homes, or go shopping together, and 

said no, never. I asked - if she'd ever received any gifts from Ammons, and she said no. I 
if she' d ever received a purse from Ammons and she said no. 

I asked - when was the last t ime she saw or talked to Ammons and she said probably last June during the 
Jeddie Rhodes event at King Park, Urbana, Illinois. I asked - if she' d communicated with Ammons via text 
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Case Agent Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

Case Agent ID Number

5210

Case Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

ID Number

5210

Reporting Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Overhear WarrantOverhear AdminSearch WarrantsArrestWarrantsDrug BuysLead Number

Activity Date

01/22/2020

Report Date

01/27/2020

Report Purpose
TO DOCUMENT THE RECEIPT OF UPD'S EVIDENCE CHAIN OF CUSTODY REPORT

Individual Location Vehicle

Report TypeCase Title

*CONFIDENTIAL* CAROL C. AMMONS

Case Number

20-39108100006

ILLINOIS STATE POLICE

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

SYNOPSIS:

On January 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department (UPD) contacted the Illinois State Police, Division of Criminal

Investigations - Zone 5, and requested assistance with a theft investigation.  It is alleged that on January 7, 2020, Carol

C. Ammons (F/B, DOB: , stole a Coach purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale Shop, located at 810 W.

University Avenue, Urbana, Illinois.  The price tag on the Coach purse was $80.  There is video surveillance footage of

the alleged theft. 

DETAILS:

The purpose of this investigative report is to document the receipt of UPD’s evidence chain of custody report.  On

January 21, 2010, I, Sergeant Windy Westfall #5210, contacted UPD Lieutenant Dave Smysor, and requested UPD’s

evidence reference this case, which he transferred to me on that same date (documented on another report).  On

January 21, 2020, when Lieutenant Smysor relayed the evidence to me, which included DVD body cam video; price tag;

and sales receipt, he stated UPD Officer Burnett had never entered the sales receipt into UPD’s evidence.   Lieutenant

Smysor stated he would complete a report documenting the details as to why the sales receipt had not been entered

into their evidence.  On January 22, 2020, Lieutenant Smysor emailed me his report (see attached).      
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Report Type 

i;z)ndividual 0 Location [}.tehicle 

Report Date ctivity Date 

1 /1612020 1 /15/2020 

4790 

Ovemear Warrant 

Zone/Office 

ISPZ5CP 

ase Agent ID Number 

5210 

Case Agent Zone/Office 

ISPZ5CP 

On Monday, Janua1y 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department contacted the Illinois State Police Zone 5 
Investigations and requested assistance with a retail theft investigation. Carol C. Ammons (FIB, DOB: 
- ) was alleged to have stolen a Coach designer brand purse from the Carle Auxilia1y Resale 
Boutique located at 810 West University Avenue in Urbana, Illinois on Januaiy 7, 2020. The price tag on 
the Coach purse was $80. The alleged theft was captured on the store' s video surveillance system. 

On Tuesday, Janua1y 14, 2020, Carle met with Carol Ammons 
moments after Ammons was interviewed by ISP Zone 5 agents on 01/14/20 from 1:53 p.m. to 2:22 p.m. 

DETAILS: 

On Janua1y 15, 2020, Carie' s , called 
me (Special Agent Nate Luster #4790) regarding this investigation. During the phone call, 
info1med me of the Tuesday 01/14/20 meeting be-

and Carol Ammons. - stated~ w'""1-.th_ c_o-nt_a_c-ti-ng- Amm--o-n-s-to- in_fi_o-1m .... 

her that Carle would be following its protocol regarding security incidents refened by Carle Security for 
investigation by police. - later, provided me with contact info1mation for -

On Janua1y 15, 2020, at approximately 1:17 p.m., I left a voicemail message for via the phone 

provided for me for - assistant,----------- · At approximately 
returned my call. 

During our conversation, stated Carol Ammons texted her at 3:13 p.m. on Janua1y 14, 2020. In 
the text, Ammons asked if she was at the hospital and available for Ammons to stop by to speak 
to - in person. According to - Ammons wanted to talk to her for a quick moment to see if 
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 could help her with something.  indicated she had a few minutes open in her schedule and

was willing to see Ammons. Ammons arrived at  office approximately 5 minutes later.

 stated she was aware of the 01/07/20 incident and figured Ammons wanted to meet with her to

talk about the incident.  stated she allowed Ammons to talk during their meeting without

informing Ammons that she was already aware of the incident. 

Once Ammons arrived, Ammons repeatedly told  how she was “so embarrassed, so embarrassed”

over the incident.  said Ammons explained how she had recently visited the Carle Auxiliary

Resale Boutique and had “accidentally” walked out of the store with merchandise she did not pay for.

“Please don’t prosecute me,”  remembered Ammons asking her.

According to  Ammons continued to explain how she did not intend on removing merchandise

from the store without paying for it.  remembered Ammons acknowledging that she (Ammons)

did not pay for a specific item. “I just forgot,”  remembered Ammons explaining.

As Ammons continued,  recalled Ammons referencing the still photographs State Police

investigator showed Ammons of the 01/07/20 incident. The still photographs were taken from the Resale

Boutique’s video surveillance footage - i.e. footage/photographs showing Ammons as she left the store

with the alleged stolen Coach designer brand purse, etc. According to  Ammons said this “looks

terrible” over and over again and, again, asked  for her help with resolving the issue. 

 stated Ammons offered to pay for the item and pressed  to contact her, personally, to let

her know when and how the matter would be resolved.  stated she avoided making any personal

promises to Ammons but told Ammons she would follow up with Carle Security and make sure

“someone” would contact Ammons regarding the matter.  

 stated she later contacted  and asked him to contact

Ammons.  stated she instructed  to advise Ammons that Carle would follow their protocol

regarding the 01/07/20 incident.

 has interacted with Ammons over years at various meetings at Carle.  also interacted with

Ammons at Urbana City Council meetings prior to Ammons election/service as a state representative.

I ended my telephone call with  at approximately 2:11 p.m.

//  End of Report   //
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Case Agent Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

Case Agent ID Number

5210

Case Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Zone/Office

ISPZ5CP

ID Number

5210

Reporting Agent

WESTFALL, WINDY

Overhear WarrantOverhear AdminSearch WarrantsArrestWarrantsDrug BuysLead Number

Activity Date

01/14/2020

Report Date

01/15/2020

Report Purpose
TO DOCUMENT THE INTERVIEW OF CAROL C. AMMONS AND ORIGIN OF EXHIBIT #2

Individual Location Vehicle

Report TypeCase Title

CAROL C. AMMONS

Case Number

20-39108100006

ILLINOIS STATE POLICE

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

SYNOPSIS:

On January 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department (UPD) contacted the Illinois State Police (ISP), Division of Criminal

Investigations - Zone 5, and requested assistance with a theft investigation.  It is alleged that on January 7, 2020, Carol

C. Ammons (F/B, DOB: , stole a Coach purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale Shop, located at 810 W.

University Avenue, Urbana, Illinois.  The price tag on the Coach purse was $80.  There is video surveillance footage of

the alleged theft.  

DETAILS:

The purpose of this investigative report is to document the interview of State Representative Carol C. Ammons (F/B,

DOB: .  The interview was conducted on January 14, 2020, at approximately 1:54 p.m., and took place at

Ammons’ office, located at 407 E. University Avenue, Champaign, Illinois.  Special Agent Nate Luster #4790, and I,

Sergeant Windy Westfall #5210, conducted the interview.  

I asked Ammons for her permission to audio record the interview to which she said yes.

At approximately 1:54 p.m., I read, verbatim, Ammons her Statement of Constitutional Rights and Waiver Rights (ISP 5-

49).  Ammons said she understood each right, signed the form, and agreed to talk with us and answer our questions.

Ammons related, in summary, the following information:

I told Ammons that Special Agent Luster and I were conducting a criminal investigation reference a retail theft that

occurred at the Carle resale shop.  I told Ammons a police report was made and then the ISP was asked to conduct the

investigation.

I told Ammons that on January 7th, she had entered the Carle resale shop; I asked if she had ever been to that store

before, and she state she goes there frequently.  I asked if she was there on January 7th, and she stated “probably.”  I

told her the time would have been around 2 - 2:30 p.m., and she said yes, probably.  I asked if she purchased any items

that date, to which she stated, “I purchased many items that day.”  I asked Ammons if she remembered what items

she purchased and how much they cost; she said she “purchased a skirt, a little purse, and probably a couple other

clothing items.”

I asked Ammons if she realized that there’s video surveillance in that store and she said, “I do.”  I just came right out

and asked her if she stole a Coach purse from there on January 7th; she said “no, I have my own, I do have one.  I sat

mine down. I picked up a little brown purse and I picked up mine. And I paid at the counter. And I had my purse with
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me.”  I told Ammons we have video surveillance of her walking to the store with just a clutch purse.  Then after she

looked around the store she went into the dressing room, paid for some items and walked out of the store with a

Coach purse, which cost $80, which was not paid for.  Ammons’ response was, “I don’t recall doing that at all.”  She

reiterated that she does own a Coach purse, but they’re not the same.  I told her, again, that we have video

surveillance of the theft.  I told Ammons I was giving her the opportunity to tell me her side of the story as to why she

took that item without paying.  Her response was, “whatever they rung up, I paid for. Everything that I had there. I

didn’t take anything else that I didn’t pay for.  I did pay for what I had though.”  

I told Ammons that the video shows that the price tag that had been on the purse was dropped on the floor, and the

tissue paper from the purse was left inside the dressing room behind the chair.  I told her we have a copy of the receipt

and the purse was definitely not on there.  I told Ammons her purchase total came to approximately $30.  She said she

thought they rang up everything she had.  I told her she paid with a 50-dollar bill; she said she didn’t remember what

she paid with.  She then reiterated that she paid for everything she had and didn’t recall stealing the purse.  I asked

Ammons if she was denying taking the purse without paying for it, and she said, “I don’t remember taking a purse

without paying for it. I do have a Coach purse and I have one that I can show them; it’s similar but it’s not of course

what they’re missing.  I saw it in the store two weeks prior to that.” 

I asked Ammons how she knew which purse was stolen.  She said she didn’t know, but she saw all the purses two

weeks ago.  I told Ammons that I was trying to handle this investigation with as much dignity as possible for her

because of her position.  Her response was, “If they had rung it up I would have certainly paid for it.”  I explained to

her that when I go to purchase items I have an idea in my head of how much my bill is going to be, especially if there’s

an $80 purse, plus if I have other items, and my bill only comes to about $30, and I pay with a 50-dollar bill.  I’m going

to know that something isn’t correct.  I told her I would be honest and bring it to the sales clerk’s attention.  Ammons

said she didn’t remember if they rang up the purse or not.  She said she did not intend to take anything out of that

store, because she “pays for stuff all the time there.”  She said it was a mix up and she didn’t have any intentions of

doing that.

I asked Ammons if she had the Coach purse with her at that moment and she said no.  She said, “I don’t have that

purse at all.  I have mine, and I’m happy to bring it and show you guys. If you want to come back tomorrow I can show

you guys the one that I have.”  Ammons claimed she didn’t know how much the Coach purse cost.  She said if it was

$80 she would have noticed.  

Again, I told Ammons she didn’t walk into the store with that Coach purse but she did walk out with it.  Again she said

she thought everything had been rung up.  I asked her where the Coach purse was at.  She hesitated and said, “it

maybe, I don’t know. It maybe at um, cause I don’t, I didn’t need it, I, I’ll have to look and see. It may still be in the very

bag that I purchased originally from. Cause I didn’t intend to take anything out of the store, so if there was something

and they didn’t ring it up. I didn’t realize the purse was $80.”  

I told Ammons she didn’t even put the purse up on the counter to pay for it, and she said she thought she did.  I told

Ammons that after she walked out of the store is when the employees noticed the price tag from the purse on the

floor.  Ammons said, “clearly this is a mix up because I did not intent to take anything out of that store. I buy from

there all the time. And I’ve never ever had any problem like that.”  Again she stated she didn’t know the purse was

$80.

I asked Ammons if she could explain why the tissue paper from the purse was found in the dressing room.  She said

she could not explain that, then said “maybe it fell out of there, but I had set everything on the counter when I came

up.”  Ammons said she never meant to do anything illegal because she’s never done anything illegal.  I told Ammons

her mannerisms in the store show otherwise, and that she was trying to be sneaky, and she was intending on stealing
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that purse, to which she denied.  

I asked Ammons if she thought Carle Foundation should press charges against her for theft and she said, “certainly I

don’t think so. If there’s a mistake made I’m willing to correct the mistake. Clearly that was not my intention at all. And

I have enough money to pay for it.”  I asked Ammons if she knew where the money from the resale shop goes to, and

she said, “I know, I support it regularly.”  Ammons said she’s happy to pay the resale shop the cost of the purse.

I told her the video showed her demeanor was blatantly to take the purse without paying for it.  I asked Ammons if the

store clerk asked if she wanted the purse in a bag (in the video Ammons walked out of the store with a plastic bag with

her purchased items and the Coach purse was not).  She could not remember.  

Ammons said she was doing something else that day that had her distracted but she was not trying to do anything

wrong.  I asked Ammons if she had that purse in her car, at her home, or there in her office and she said, “no, um, I

think I, I was giving it to somebody else and I had left the bag there. Uh I think it’s at my friend’s house that I had given

it to. Um but I had no intentions of not paying.”  She continued to say she didn’t know the purse was that much and

that was way more than she would have paid for a purse.  

I told Ammons that there are times celebrities and political people have money to pay for things but for some reason

it’s exciting and thrilling to them to steal things to see if they can get away with it.  I asked her if it was one of those

situations -the thrill of the excitement.  She said she was not excited about it, and said it was a complete

misunderstanding.  I asked Ammons how many times had she taken things without paying for them, and she said she

pays for what she buys.  

I asked Ammons if she has donated items to the Carle Annex resale shop and she said sometimes she does, items such

as clothing and household things.  

I told Ammons I didn’t believe her, and that she did intend to steal the purse.  I told her I believed she went into the

store with the intention to steal the purse; rip the price tag off and tried to nonchalantly drop it on the floor; walk into

the dressing room and removed the tissue paper from the purse, putting the tissue paper behind the chair trying to

hide it; went up to the register and tried to make it look like you went into the store with that purse.  She responded

by saying she didn’t have a criminal record.  I told Ammons that her mannerisms in the video showed me this was not

the first time she had stolen something.  She responded that she thought she had paid for the purse.

Ammons said she’d like the opportunity to pay for the purse. She thought the purse cost less than what it was.  I asked

her how much she thought the purse cost and she said, “I think my, I gave them $50, I only bought some, two skirts, it

was small amount, I only thought it was like $8 or $9. Most of them were like $12, I bought a little purse and it was $3.

I didn’t pay attention to it.” I asked Ammons if she’s purchased Coach purses new before and she said yes.  I told her

then she knew how expensive they were.  I asked if she’d purchased a Coach purse at a resale shop before and she

said, “probably not a Coach but some other brand.”  

Ammons said she also purchases items from a resale shop in Decatur, called New To You or New And Again; she

thought it was on Perkins Street.  

I showed Ammons five still-photos from the video surveillance, which I had on my work issued cell phone; one of her

entering the store; two of her exiting the store; one with the price tag on the floor after she walked away from that

area; and one showing the floor before she stood there and there was no price tag on the floor.  Ammons admitted

that was her in the photos.  I told her this was her opportunity to be honest with us and to tell us the truth.  She still

denied stealing the purse.  (Sergeant Chad Dumonceaux #5852 had reviewed the store surveillance video and utilized

the Snipping Tool to capture still images of the video surveillance).

I asked Ammons if she put her small clutch purse inside the Coach purse before she left the store and she said yes.  I
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asked if she put anything else in the Coach purse and she said a pen and the receipt.

Special Agent Luster told Ammons we needed that Coach purse, and she said she gave it to a friend.  Ammons said she

would call her and get the purse back.  I told Ammons I did not want her to take it to the resale shop, but she was to

call me and give it to me because we needed to take possession of it.  I asked if her friend lived in the area and

Ammons’ responded, “ she lives in a rural area. It was a friend from, she lives in Sidney or somewhere. I’ll just call and

ask her to bring it back when she comes in tomorrow.”  Special Agent Luster asked Ammons if the friend worked here

with her and she said, “no she works in um, I wanna say she works at a school or something. And I’m not sure if she

works…”  Special Agent Luster asked Ammons if we could contact her and she said she’ll just call her and have her

bring it back and she’ll get it back to us.  I asked Ammons what her friend’s name was and she said  but she

repeatedly refused to give us her last name, because Ammons didn’t want to get her friend involved in this.   

I asked Ammons if she was on any type of medications, either legal or illegal, that would make her judgement

questionable that made her do things out of the ordinary, such as taking an item without paying for it, and she said no.

I asked Ammons to explain how the price tag from the Coach purse ended up on the floor, and she said she couldn’t.  

I told Ammons we definitely needed the purse and we needed it by tomorrow (January 15, 2020).  She assured us that

she’d get it to us.  I gave Ammons my business care and wrote my cell phone number on the back for her.  I told her to

call me and I could come get the purse from her or she could drop it off at our office.  Ammons had no further

information at this time, and the interview concluded at approximately 2:22 p.m.

On January 14, 2020, I downloaded this recorded interview onto my laptop.   On January 15, 2020, I burned a copy of

this interview onto a CD.  I placed the CD into a proper evidence envelope and sealed it with my initials and assigned it

with Exhibit #2.  I then placed Exhibit #2 into the District 10/Zone 5 temporary evidence drop locker #7. 
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01/15/2020

Report Purpose
RECEIPT OF A BLACK COACH PURSE (ORIGIN OF EXHIBIT #3)

Individual Location Vehicle

Report TypeCase Title

CAROL C. AMMONS

Case Number

20-39108100006

ILLINOIS STATE POLICE

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

SYNOPSIS:

On Monday, January 13, 2020, the Urbana Police Department contacted the Illinois State Police Zone 5

Investigations and requested assistance with a retail theft investigation. Carol C. Ammons (F/B, DOB:

) was alleged to have stolen a Coach designer brand purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale

Boutique located at 810 West University Avenue in Urbana, Illinois on January 7, 2020. The price tag on

the Coach purse was $80. The alleged theft was captured on the store’s video surveillance system.

On Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at approximately 9:35 a.m., Carol Ammons delivered the black Coach

brand purse allegedly stolen from the Carle Auxiliary Resale shop to the Zone 5 Investigations office in

Champaign.

DETAILS:

On January 15, 2020, at approximately 9:30 a.m., I (Special Agent Nate Luster #4790) encountered Carol

Ammons in the hallway of the Champaign Regional Office Building outside of the Zone 5 office.

Ammons was conducting a conversation with an unknown individual in the hallway at the time. As I

approached her, Ammons ended her conversation and advised me that she was in the process of

delivering the purse to Sergeant Windy Westfall #5210. 

Ammons said she was delivering the purse to “nix” what she felt was a “misunderstanding” regarding the

alleged theft of the purse from the Carle Auxiliary Resale Boutique. Ammons also advised that she had a

10:00 a.m. appointment and needed to leave as soon as possible. 

At Ammon’s request, I took custody of the black Coach purse which was wrapped inside of a white

plastic Meijer shopping bag with Sergeant Westfall’s business card stapled to the outside of the bag.
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CHAIN OF CUSTODY:

On January 15, 2020, I entered the Zone 5 office, showed the Coach purse to Sergeant Westfall and

informed her of my contact with Carol Ammons. 

Later, I took several photographs of the purse and, at approximately 12:05 p.m., I submitted the Coach

purse (Exhibit #3) into the ISP District 10 Evidence Vault. 

//  End of Report   //
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