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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA ~5, ...

OCALA DIVISION bl 11: 53
EDGAR COUNTY WATCHDOGS, INC, 5
KIRK ALEN, JOHN KRAFT, AND ’
ALYSSIA BENFORD,
Plaintiffs, CASENO._S'21-€C+- 302~ JSM- P2
V.

BONNIE KUROWSKI, IL REPORTER,

LLC, A FLORIDA LLC, FIGHT FOR IL,

INC. A FLORIDA NOT-FOR-PROFIT

CORPORATION, AND ERIK PHELPS
Defendants

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
) JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
)
)
)

COMPLAINT FOR COMMERCIAL DISCRIMINATION, DEFAMATION BY
IMPLICATION, LIBEL AND INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

NOW COMES, EDGAR COUNTY WATCHDOGS, INC., KIRK ALLEN, JOHN
KRAFT and ALYSSIA BENFORD with their complaint against BONNIE KUROWSKI, IL
REPORTER,LLC, a Florida LLC, FIGHT FOR IL, INC., a Florida Not-for-Profit Corporation,
and ERIK PHELPS (Collectively “Defendants™) for Commercial Discrimination, Defamation,

Defamation by Implication and Appropriation of Commercial Likeness.

Parties Citizenship and Residence

1) Edgar County Watchdogs, Inc. (hereinafter “ECW?”) is an Illinois Corporation with it
principal place of business in Illinois and is engaged in the business of publishing articles on
Government and accountability of public officials and those espousing to obtain the public trust
as well as publication of other items of the general public interest.

2) ECW has been credited with uncovering public corruption and investigative reporting by
the following publications: Forbes, the Chicago Tribune, Fox News, NBC News, CBS News, the

National Review, Capital Fax, JDSupra Legal News, Peoria Public Radio, the Peoria Journal

T
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Star, CT Mirror, the Daily Caller, Illinois Review, Belleville News Democrat, WAND-TV,
RTV6 The Indy Channel, Fox channel 59, CBS4 Indianapolis, the Herald Bulletin, WISH TV, ,
Industry Magazine World Sweeper, Daily Herald (Paddock Publications), Kankakee Daily-
Journal, Washington Time, State Policy Network (SPN) News, Sauk Valley News, Lens of
Liberty, Independent Journal Review, Better Government Association “BGA™, Illinois Times,
Cook County Record, DuPage Policy Journal, Daily Caller News Foundation, News-Gazette,
Patch, Herald-News, ChicagoNow.com, “In The Loop” - PBS-Chicago, Forbes, Examiner
Publications, Fox32 Chicago, and National Law Review. Even the United States Department of
Transportation cited to ECW in its own DOT News Briefing.

3) Plaintiffs Kirk Allen and John Kraft are the primary authors for articles published by
ECW.

4) The Chicago Tribune credited the work of ALLEN, KRAFT and ECW to expose
corruption associated with Frank Mautino whom ECW exposed questionable expenditures while
Mr. Mautino served as the state senator, Mautino is now the Illinois Auditor.

5) WCBU, a joint service of Bradley University and Illinois State University published an
article on April 29, 2020 crediting the work of ECW with the exposure of unlawful stay at home
orders of Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker.

6) Plaintiff, Kirk Allen (hereinafter ALLEN) is an Illinois citizen and resides in Illinois.

7) Plaintiff, John Kraft (hereinafter KRAFT) is an Illinois citizen and resides in Illinois.

8) Plaintiffs ALLEN and KRAFT are private individuals and not public figures.

9) Plaintiff Alyssia Benford (hereinafter BENFORD) is a Certified Public Account, who is a

Citizen of Illinois and Resident of Illinois.
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10) The Defendant, BONNIE KUROWSKI, (hereinafter KUROWSKI) is a citizen of the
State of Florida and a resident of the State Florida residing at 3033 Santa Maria Ave. Clermont,
FL 34711, within the Middle District of Florida.

11) The Defendant, ERIK PHELPS, (hereinafter “PHELPS”) is a citizen of the State of
Florida and a resident of the State Florida residing at 3033 Santa Maria Ave. Clermont, FL
34711, within the Middle District of Florida.

12) The Defendant I REPORTER, LLC, is a Florida LL.C with its principal place of
business located at 3033 Santa Maria Ave. Clermont, FL. 34711, within the Middle District of
Florida.

13) The Defendant, FIGHT FOR IL, INC is a Florida not-for profit Corporation with its
principal place of business located at 3033 Santa Maria Ave. Clermont, FL. 34711, within the
Middle District of Florida.

14) Defendants FIGHT FOR IL, INC. and IL. REPORTER LLC are Florida entities in which
defendants KUROWSKI and PHELPS control. These entities are used by KUROWSKI and
PHELPS to disseminate false statements concerning Plaintiffs.

Jurisdiction and Venue

15) This Court has jurisdiction over the matters in controversy in this case based upon
Diversity Jurisdiction pursuant to United States Code 28 U.S.C. 1332(a) because there is
complete diversity of citizenship between Plaintiffs and Defendants, and the amount in
controversy exceeds $75,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs.

16) Venue is proper in this Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) because a substantial part of the
events giving rise to the claims in this Complaint occurred in this District and, as discussed

above, because Defendants are subject to the Court’s personal jurisdiction in this District.
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17) Pursuant to Local Rule 1.02(c) this cause is filed in the Ocala Division because it has the
greatest nexus with the cause, giving due regard to the place where the claim arose and the
residence or principal place of business of the parties, and specifically Defendants residence and
place of business are all in Lake County, Florida.

Short Statement of the Case

18) This case concerns the concerted willful and intentional conduct of KUROWSKI
and PHELPS to knowingly and repeatedly publish defamatory statements concerning each of the
Plaintiffs in this case. Central to the efforts of KUROWSKI and PHELPS to disparage Plaintiffs,
they have recently formed two legal entities in Florida to acquire a website entitled
“edgarcountywatchdog.com™ so as to confuse the public as to the true and long standing website
of Edgar County Watchdogs, Inc. entitled “edgarcountywatchdogs.com™. The difference in
names being that Defendants merely deleted the **s” from “watchdogs™ in the domain name of
the website in naming the Defendants new website. Further, the Defendant’s website purports to
offer assistance to government officials and then maligns Plaintiffs with false statements as part
of a scheme to defame Plaintiffs and others. Defendants, further published numerous defamatory
statements on social media, all with a malicious intent to harm the reputations of each of the
plaintiffs. The defamatory statements set forth in this complaint were all made with the intent to
expose each of the plaintiffs to hatred, ridicule, or contempt. Amongst many of the false and
disparaging statements by Defendants are publications alleging that plaintiffs are engaged in
criminal conduct or professional misconduct, were convicted of criminal conduct or are under
indictment for state and federal crimes. Defendants use the entities of FIGHT FOR IL, INC and
I REPORTER LLC, to defame Plaintiffs. Plaintiffs final count is for Intentional infliction of

Emotional Distress (“IIED™).
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