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WASHINGTON—One of the largest makers of voting machines in the U.S. on Monday sued
a prominent supporter of former President Donald Trump, alleging that the businessman
had defamed the company with false accusations that it had rigged the 2020 election for
President Biden.

Dominion Voting Systems sued Mike Lindell, chief executive of Minnesota-based
MyPillow Inc., and his company in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia,
seeking more than $1.3 billion in damages.

In its complaint, the company cites a number of statements made by Mr. Lindell, including
in media appearances, social-media posts, and a two-hour film claiming to prove
widespread election fraud. Mr. Lindell said he helped produce the film, which he released
online in early February.

The complaint alleges that Mr. Lindell made false claims about the integrity of Dominion’s

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. To order presentation-ready copies for distribution to your colleagues, clients or customers visit
https://www.djreprints.com.
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POLITICS |  ELECTION 2020

Dominion Sues MyPillow, CEO Mike Lindell
Over Election Claims
The voting-machine maker’s lawsuit alleges defamation, seeks more than $1.3 billion in damages

Mike Lindell, CEO of Minnesota-based MyPillow, outside the West Wing of the White House on Jan. 15.
PHOTO: STAR TRIBUNE!ZUMA PRESS

By 
Updated Feb. 22, 2021 11"36 am ET

Alexa Corse

Listen to this article
5 minutes
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voting machines and that he knew no credible evidence supported his claims that the
company had stolen the election from Mr. Trump—what Dominion has called the “Big
Lie.”

“He is well aware of the independent audits and paper ballot recounts conclusively
disproving the Big Lie,” the complaint states. “But Lindell…sells the lie to this day because
the lie sells pillows.”

The suit also names MyPillow as a defendant.

In an interview Monday, Mr. Lindell said he was
“very, very happy” to learn of the lawsuit.

“I have all the evidence on them,” he said. “Now
this will get disclosed faster, all the machine
fraud and the attack on our country.”

Dominion’s lawsuit accuses Mr. Lindell of repeatedly and falsely alleging that algorithms
in Dominion’s voting machines had stolen votes from Mr. Trump. It said he had
undertaken a marketing campaign for the pillow company based on his support for Mr.
Trump and the former president’s claims that the election had been stolen from him.

Dominion says the allegations by Mr. Lindell and others have irreparably damaged its
reputation, jeopardized its contracts with state and local governments, and prompted
death threats and harassment against employees. The company says it supplies election
equipment used by more than 40% of U.S. voters.

Federal and state o!cials have said there is no evidence that any voting system deleted or
changed votes in the November election. Election o!cials have recounted and audited
millions of paper ballots in multiple states, which have a!rmed the outcomes tabulated
by Dominion’s machines. Those states include Georgia, which Mr. Biden carried by less
than 12,000 votes out of roughly 5 million.

Last month, Dominion filed defamation suits against Rudy Giuliani, Mr. Trump’s personal
attorney, and pro-Trump attorney Sidney Powell . Mr. Giuliani has said he would use the
lawsuit to investigate Dominion and that the suit represented an attempt to censor him.
Ms. Powell has said that she didn’t publish any statement she knew was false and that she
has credible evidence.

Lawyers for Dominion have sent letters to
multiple media outlets and others that the
attorneys allege spread false claims of election
fraud, seeking retractions or instructing them to
preserve records related to the 2020 election in
case of potential litigation, The Wall Street
Journal has reported.

Another voting-machine company, Smartmatic
USA Corp., sued Fox Corp.’s Fox News, seeking
$2.7 billion in damages for what it alleges were
defamatory on-air comments about the
company’s products. The network has said it is
proud of its 2020 election coverage and has

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS

Are you concerned that Americans have
lost faith in the electoral system? If so,
what steps could leaders take to bolster
trust? Join the conversation below.

ELECTION AFTERMATH

Voting-Machine Company Smartmatic Sues Fox
News Over Election Claims (Feb. 4)
•

Dominion Voting Systems Sues Rudy Giuliani Over
Claims of Rigged Election (Jan. 25)
•

New York State Bar Association Weighs Stripping
Giuliani of Membership (Jan. 11)
•

Sidney Powell Is Sued by Voting-Machine
Company Dominion for Defamation (Jan. 8)
•

Voting Machine Supplier Criticized by Trump in
Spotlight on Election Integrity (Nov. 17, 2020)
•
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asked the court to dismiss the suit. Fox Corp. and Wall Street Journal parent News Corp
share common ownership.

Dominion Chief Executive John Poulos told reporters on Monday, “Despite repeated
warnings and e"orts to share the facts with him, Mr. Lindell has continued to maliciously
spread false claims about Dominion, each time giving empty assurances that he would
come forward with overwhelming proof.”

Mr. Lindell has said that a number of retailers have stopped selling his pillow company’s
products since he began promoting the election-fraud claims. A spokeswoman for Kohl's
Corp. said that it had decided to stop buying additional inventory but said that the
decision was because of decreased customer demand. Similarly, a Bed Bath & Beyond Inc.
spokesman said the company dropped the brand because of poor sales, not politics.

Twitter Inc. permanently suspended Mr. Lindell's account in January for repeatedly
violating its civic-integrity policy, a Twitter spokesman said.

Write to Alexa Corse at alexa.corse@wsj.com

Appeared in the February 23, 2021, print edition as 'MyPillow, CEO Sued Over Vote Claims.'
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WASHINGTON—Dominion Voting Systems on Friday sued pro-Trump lawyer Sidney
Powell for defamation, seeking more than $1.3 billion in damages over what the voting-
machine company said were “wild” and “demonstrably false” accusations, including her
allegation that it had rigged November’s election in President-elect Joe Biden’s favor.

“As a result of the defamatory falsehoods peddled by Powell—in concert with like-minded
allies and media outlets who were determined to promote a false preconceived narrative
—Dominion’s founder, Dominion’s employees, Georgia’s governor, and Georgia’s secretary
of state have been harassed and have received death threats, and Dominion has su!ered
enormous harm,” the Denver-based company said in a 124-page complaint filed in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia.

Among other claims, Ms. Powell accused Dominion of fraudulently deleting or changing
votes, and said the company’s software was created in Venezuela to rig elections. The suit
said Ms. Powell spread false accusations about election fraud “to financially enrich
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U.S.

Sidney Powell Is Sued by Voting-Machine
Company Dominion for Defamation
Pro-Trump lawyer made ‘wild’ accusations about rigging November’s election, company says

Sidney Powell had accused Dominion of fraudulently deleting or changing votes.
PHOTO: ELIJAH NOUVELAGE!REUTERS

By 
Updated Jan. 8, 2021 12"45 pm ET

Alexa Corse

Listen to this article
3 minutes
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herself, to raise her public profile, and to ingratiate herself to Donald Trump. ”

Ms. Powell didn’t immediately respond to an
email seeking comment.

Dominion has faced a blizzard of false
accusations about election fraud in the wake of
Mr. Biden’s election victory over President
Trump, including claims amplified by Mr. Trump

and his supporters at rallies and on social media. 

“For us, it has been building up for many weeks and months,” Dominion Chief Executive
John Poulos said in an interview.

He said, in a statement, that the lies told about the company and government election
o"cials also had harmed the credibility of U.S. elections.

Dominion’s voting machines are widely used, serving more than 40% of U.S. voters,
according to the company’s website.

U.S. federal and state o"cials have said there is no evidence that any voting system
deleted or changed votes during the November election. Election o"cials have audited
and recounted millions of paper ballots in multiple states and counties, a"rming the
outcomes tabulated by Dominion’s machines. That included Georgia, which Mr. Biden
carried by a small margin.

Multiple courts have dismissed lawsuits filed by Ms. Powell to challenge the results.

Ms. Powell’s role in Mr. Trump’s orbit has been sometimes unclear. She was ousted from
the president’s legal team in late November. The next month, Mr. Trump considered the
prospect of naming her a special counsel to investigate claims of election fraud, but hasn’t
done so, The Wall Street Journal has reported.

Asked if Dominion might take legal action against Mr. Trump, Tom Clare, an attorney for
the company, didn’t rule it out.

“This is the first in a series of actions that we’re going to be taking against others who are
involved and complicit in this defamation,” Mr. Clare said. “No one has been ruled out.”

Write to Alexa Corse at alexa.corse@wsj.com

Appeared in the January 9, 2021, print edition as 'Pro-Trump Lawyer Is Sued by Dominion.'

‘Dominion has su!ered
enormous harm.’
— From company’s U.S. District Court
#iling

TRUMP AND THE ELECTION

Democrats Intensify Calls for Trump’s Removal•

Capitol Attack Unites a Nation in Horror—Though Not Entirely•

Analysis: Investors Assumed Democracy Would Endure. They’ve Been Right So Far•

Trump Increasingly Isolated, Angry•

Trump-Pence Relationship Is Strained•
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OPINION

The Top Five Rigged U.S. Presidential Elections

FRED LUCAS 
ON 10/23/16 AT 6:30 AM EDT
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presidential elections that left large segments of the population believing their

president was selected instead of elected. In two elections, the aftermath nearly

led to mass violence.

James Monroe, who was aligned with the Democratic-Republican faction led by

Thomas Jefferson, worried about reports that Jefferson supporters were arming

for revolt, and said, "Anything [like] a commotion would be fatal to us." Jefferson

much preferred a convention to amend the Constitution if the opposing

Federalists continued down this road.

NEWSWEEK SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS >

Though it would be Alexander Hamilton who would play a massive role in the

outcome, there was a great flurry of activity that led up to the final result.

Moderates in both camps didn't want to see the country torn apart should the die-

hard Federalists push it to the deadlock and try to appoint a president.

Thousands poured into Washington, prepared for partisan violence if there was

what the Jeffersonians called "usurpation." President John Adams would assert

years later, "a civil war was expected."

1800: John Adams vs. Thomas Jefferson/Thomas Jefferson vs. Aaron Burr
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Benjamin Franklin's cautionary words, "a Republic, if you can keep it," were put to

the test. As it turned out, Americans could keep it.

Flaws and all, these were men with enough character and intellect to realize the

folly of clinging to power or risking bloodshed to obtain it. The nation truly could

have been on the brink of collapse while still in its infancy.

On February 14, 1824, Henry Clay accepted the offer of the President-elect John

Quincy Adams to serve as his secretary of state—presumably making him the

next heir apparent since the last four men to lead the State Department became

president.

Andrew Jackson and his supporters immediately called this a "corrupt bargain"

between Adams and Clay.

The enraged Jackson said Speaker Clay approached him with a similar offer—to

make him president in exchange for Jackson appointing him as secretary of state.

As Jackson told it, he had too much character to accept such an offer. So Clay

went to Adams with the same offer and received a different answer.

1824: John Quincy Adams vs. Andrew Jackson
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newspaperman, he did back internal improvements and education funding in the

South believing it would "divide the whites" and help "obliterate the color line."

On the night of February 26, 1877, four Southern Democrats—Representatives

John Y. Brown and Watterson of Kentucky, Senator J.B. Gordon of Georgia and

Representative W. M. Levy of Louisiana—met with Ohio Republicans James

Garfield and Charles Foster, both House members, and Ohio Senator Stanley

Matthews and Ohio Senator-elect John Sherman at the Wormley House hotel in

Washington to see if a deal could be reached to prevent the House Democrats

from blocking the results with a filibuster.

The men talked about details through the night, and by morning agreed to stop

the House Democratic delay tactics that were blocking the certification of the

Electoral Commission's findings, on the condition of ending Reconstruction,

appointing a Southern Democrat to the Cabinet, and providing federal money for

Southern projects. These were things Hayes expected to do anyway.

Earl Mazo, a Washington reporter for the New York Herald Tribune, began his

investigation after he said Chicago reporters were "chastising" him and other

national reporters for missing the real story.

1960: John F. Kennedy vs. Richard Nixon
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Pulitzer-winning journalist Seymour Hersh reported hearing tapes of FBI wiretaps

about potential election fraud. Hersh—whose books indicate he is a fan of neither

Kennedy nor Nixon—believed Nixon was the rightful winner.

Al Gore campaign aide Bob Beckel intended to make that moral case to Florida's

electors—and perhaps electors in other states—who could be convinced to follow

the will of the people. Gore did not need all of the state's electors, just four.

Obama to Trump: 'Stop Whining' About the Election

Donald Trump Ramps Up 'Rigged' Election Allegations

Trump's Explosive Rhetoric—Does He Mean It?

Is the Election Rigged? Yes, but Not as Trump Says

For that matter, he didn't think it had to be limited to Florida. He thought

demonstrating statistics to prove Gore's win could sway enough of the George W.

Bush electors to switch their votes since they were not legally bound.

2000: George W. Bush vs. Al Gore
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