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May 21, 2020

VIA EMAIL ONLY
Hon. Kwame Raoul
Attorney General of Illinois
kraoul@atg.state.il.us

Mr. Thomas Verticchio, Asst. Chief Deputy
Illinois Attorney General’s Office
tverticchio@atg.state.il.us

Mr. Darren Kinkead
Assistant Attorney General
dkinkead@atg.state.il.us

Mr. Isaac Freilich Jones
Assistant Attorney General
ifreilichjones@atg.state.il.us

IN RE: GOVERNOR PRITZKER’S NOTICE OF REMOVAL
BAILEY V. PRITZKER, CLAY CO. 2020-CH-6
Gentlemen:
Our office is in receipt of the Governor’s Notice of Removal filed by your office as his
counsel this morning at 5:53 a.m., on the eve of a hearing on our client’s Motion for Summary
Judgment before the State Court. When reviewing the facts and circumstances surrounding your
most recent filing, the Notice of Removal is nothing more than yet another thinly veiled attempt
at forum shopping. This is especially clear following Judge McHaney’s denial of the Governor’s
Motion for Transfer to Sangamon County.
It is clear this attempt at removal is egregious and as such we are in the process of filing an
objection along with a request for an emergency hearing to remand the matter back to the State
court. Even based on the legal authority your office cites, the complaint in this matter raises not a
single federal question. As such, your motion is unequivocally beyond the bounds of frivolous
and was filed in bad faith. If the Governor wants to immediately consent to remand to the State
Court and agree to proceed with hearing on the Motion for Summary Judgement tomorrow at 1:00
p.m., our office will not file a motion under FRCP 11 seeking sanctions against the Attorney
General and the Governor for this blatant attempt at forum shopping.
In addition to the imposition of sanctions under FRCP 11 and possibly under IL Supreme
Court Rule 137 upon remand, we kindly remind the Attorney General, every attorney signing
pleadings on this matter, and the Governor as a licensed attorney, that each is obligated by oath to
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