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03-30.16

Cumln Assigmuent: Midnight 81;ift Snparvisor (6:00pm=6:00am)

Ref: Alleged on-duty misconduct in and outside the City of LaSalle on various dales and times ranging from
12-13:15 16 02-16-16. :
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Chnsty-Secretary to James A. McPhedran X A
Anthony C. Raccuglia & Associates, P.C. ' &\ HRaada

" Attorneys-at-Law t
1200 Maplc Drive !

Peru, Illinois 61354 |

Phone: (815) 2230230 '

Facsimile: (815) 223-0233
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This E-Mail message and any documents accompanying this transmission may contain privileged and/or
confidential information and is intended solely for the addressee(s) named above. If you are not the intended
addresseefrecipient, you are hereby nonﬁed that any use of, disclosure, copying, distribution, or reliance on the
contents of this E-Mail information is strictly prohibited and may result in legal action against you. Please reply
to the sender advising of the error in transmission and immediately delete/destroy the message and any
accompanying documents. Thank you.




18" 2016 at about 2:55pm, | arrived at the 23" 5t Housing to speak with
s under the impression that Laura Is Rving at t_thS" St. Housing with her
Det/Sgt Hocking from Peru Police was there with me. The purpose of

speaking toBs in reference to an unsoliited comment made by 2 X

On Friday March

Ts

thiy yportadly In custody at the Peru Police Degt when she told Of G that her

Officer

9. » Lasalle Palice Offic

Upon speaking wﬂﬁlde her Mom's spartment, she was asked if she was lnvoived in
any sort of relationship with any LaSalle police Officers, She advisad that she was good friends
with Officer Strand. She told us that he was a good family man and a great cop. She sald they
have texted back and forth over the past several months. She sald they also tatk on the phone.
She did advise us over the course of speaking to herthat Strand has kissed her twice while he
was on duty and in a squad car. She said he kissed her both times on the lips but it wasn't like
making out. She advised that Strand has given her money for cigarettes and minutes on her
phone. She i _ BRI She
said she has never had sex with Strand nor has he ever paid her for sexual favors. She
continually told that she didn’t want anything to happen to Strand because he was a good guy,
a great family man, and is 2 great co_dld not seem comfortable about glving us
her phone to dump. She did consent to me taking pictures of her texting conversations with
$trand which she said have ended sometime in early February. We asked her if there were ever
" . any pictures exchanged and she said she did send him  picture of herself in a bikini. | could not
find that pic In her phone tﬁough. She also said that that Strand would give her a ride home at
times when she was out and about. She sald Strand was just looking out for her and trying to

help her stay clean

sed th—gm welrd about Strand as he thinks it's weird that they

nd Strand) talk and text each other. We uitimately cleared from her Mom’s apartment
and she again asked us If she was getting Strand into trouble because he is 3 good man. We

thanked her for her time. |
] ‘ \ e : ¢
‘On Monday March 21® 2016, myself and D Hocking went —5 to speak
to him. Once we arrived, hf at first did not want us in his house, Ha finally agreed to speak
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and told me as (lot home and: that she was ovigll
to confirm. She did an tolq me th t arrived at
|

! |

| We went back (' and met who was now standing on the frant porch. |
mmwuﬁwmtlmdsm She told us no. | asked her is she
knew him and she said ves, In that he used to play bbalt at the ymca with her Dad. She said she
wasn ’t having any type of relationship with Office! She then told us that she didn’t
want anything to happen to/Strand because he is a 5 guy and he might even be married. |
stressed to her that she told us last week that he was marrled with a kid so why wouid she teil
us that he might be married. She dldn not have an answer other than to tell us that her Mom
told her not to speak tothe Pohce
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why /1 \ﬁas there Wthh she onginally thought |t was f
She ultimately adwsed me that a very white

skmned male with red hair has been paying
$50.00 for oral sex. This oral sex has taken place in a squad car.
She initially swore it was Ofﬁc-out then changed her

' story thatit may not be him, but she was pretty sure it was him.
' She said it takes place at mght | asked her about some
reported evidence she had to plrove this and she said she
would need some time to get a phone and get back on
facebook. She dldn't seem comfortable talking with me and
continually looked at her boyfriendi N while
speaking to her. She made the comment tha SR s 2
prostitute screwing all kinds of guys. She also said that-
met with who she perceived to beliilat Dollar General one
tnme about 3 months ago. Again, when | asked her the
ewdence she has, she again said she didn’t have any at this
time. She said it dldn t matter cuz nothing will happen
anyways. She told’me to go Speak wst!-' | wanted to
fmd anything out. . :
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Gn 01-23-16 l was notlﬂed by It Smudzlnsld that he was contaaed by Det. Hocldng of the Peru
* Police Depamnent who asked to meet \Mth Smudxmskl and myselfn;trdlng an allegation of 3
usﬂe Officer tenln; ? férhale and. offerlng to pay her smom to mect and talk with her.
: Hockln; then sent Smudzlnsh the tiits Mtld\ showed & phune number of 815- 481. 9021. A
computer check of this number showed it to be throtgh W, Valley Cellular and showed "Village
. of NORT.  ©

and she said she wanted to tell him

" ahout s“om'cffu'nﬁ that ;ﬂas bothérlni her.
¥ ' We then ak- 10 explain what happcne-clalms she makes a living on Back

Page {some sort of internet site similar to Craig’s List) and that she charges people a fee to talk

' to her.or give them rub dowl_cia:ms on 01-03-16 she received texts from someone
clalmln; tobea I.aSallr.Pollce Officer who was on duty and was asking to speak with her and
that he would'pay her 5100 00. Sherman claims thi$person reminder her he was on duty and
: not to do anything wron claims she met the officer at Bgck's Gas Station in LaSalle
* and the two spoke briefly and that the officer gave her a $100.00 blPd-imed the
. officer said he was new to tho area and just needed someone to talk to because hk did not
. know many people in the area ‘sald therg was no mention of sex or any other illegal

¢ activit Jaims she feft and exchanged a few more texts and has not heard from the

¢ officer si told Hocking she knew the difference between Bek's in LaSalle and the
| Peru Bek’s and insisted she was In LaSalle.

id she was doing nothing wrong so she decided 10 go meet with hi
_ stated she did not know who the officer was and gave a brlel very vague desc'ripﬂa‘
« claimed she saw 2 picture of the officer on her phone which came up with the phone # on the
« internet but now could not-fin

y ask- if she thou;ht any crime was committed or what her complaint q
sald she did not believe there was any crime committed or anythlng wrong, just thought it
, kind of strange.
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ot he was drMns Oddlv enough, the
d she was sure it was him because

! suspem name in ﬂm photo as !
she remembered his eyes ln particular.

. Just to be safe, we then showed- video of the ofﬂcers who were working that nlght and
_ asked her if she recognlzed any of the officers. _ooked at the video and she did not
" think any of the ofﬂcers were the persnn she met with but did ask to blow up the image and
- looked at Officer Strand but uld she was sure it was not him and that It was the person In

| Hoddnl photos. We then askod _1 be interviewed on tape and she agreed. Hocking
and Smudzinski then went to Smudzinskl’s office where they Interviewed- I stayed in
mv office. 1then thought of the above phone number and remembered Strand worked in

* North Utica Part time and was on duty on 01-03-16.-

' | contacted Strand and asltfd him to report to my office. Strand arrived and | informed him of
" what transpired. | asked him if he had use of a Utica phone and what the phone number was.
Smnd said he did have the use of a Utica phone and gave the same number as the texts were
sent from by the alleged oﬁim dnﬂythis-mson is not involved and | found it very

 odd -Iould goto such jengths to identify him as the person she spoke to.

l then asked Strand if he regnembers texting anyone on 81-03-16 and then meeting with a
" female at Beks. Strand said he did. | then asked Strand to explain what happened. Strand said
+ he periodically checks Craig’s List and several other seedy web sites to gather intelligence
' Information as most police officers are aware many of the people utilizing these websites are
' involved with ¢riminal actl\ilty With regards to this person, Strand said he found her number
and akias on Back Page and beheved she may be involved in prostitution and drugs. He then
_ Iearned her true identity and discovered her driver's license was suspended. Strand then
" texted her several times to see if she would meet with him. Strand said his theory was, If she
showed up and was driving;, he would have probable cause to arrest her and have other
, possible charges. i 4

‘Strand said R greed to meet with him at the LaSalle Bek’s but she did not show up. He
then checked the Peru Bek's and observed (MM a vehicle being driven by someone else.
‘Strand said this person went into the store and -Iid over to the driver's seat. Strand
:sald at this point he believe INRSsuspected something and that he would not be able to
‘arrest her. Strand said he spoke to YIriefly and told her “at least you were smart
‘enough not 1o drive”. The two talked briefly and he left. | asked Strand if he gave SR Y
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monev. Strand said absolutely not and esked why wouid hl give someone money he was trying
to arrest. Strond said aftet speaktng tmeﬂy he feft and the two mav,have texted a few more
tlmes bm he believed- suspected he was trying to arrest her und x was not worth

: remember the exact conversatlon but did not dlscuss anvthing illogal and dld not give her any
' money. i reminded Strand the incident may be on video. Strand sald he was not worried and
3 lhot the wdeo Would conﬂrm he did not give her i any money

*tinformed Strand since | was made aware of thls lncidem 1 felt It was only right to inform Chief
Stachowlak of the Utlca Pohce Department since it was thler phone, Strand stated he
understood il told Stmd under no cm:umstances was he to have any contact with ‘
.any way including third party contact. | also told Strand | am not as familiar with soclal media

but also understand this type of tactic Is routinelv used. | also explained while | may

-understand his intentions, some civilians may not. Under the circumstances | told Strand | did

‘not want any mare of this activity. Strand stated he understood.

P L ¢

/At approx. 5:30 | met with Chief Stachowiak in my office and gave him the above detalls, We

iboth agreed we did not see any type of crime but would investigate the matter more.

01-26-16 Det. Hocking lnfoui'med me he checked the video from the LaSalle Bek’s and did not
'see Strand or Sherman on the video, backing up Strand’s account. Hocking also stated Peru's
Beks does not go that far back and was unable to view anything. | informed Hocking, unless
there s something | was unaware of, | believed Strand was completely forthcoming and did not
see any evidence of a crime or that he did anything wrong. | also told Hocking §
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ny moro ofthls type uhctivity anu tl‘m [ ordoud him not to do it
e \ﬂs not working in Lasalle on that date. Strand said at the time of

,' de 1t he had sent aut several messlln to several subjects but that none of
sbi:inded" :

: them re

i lnformed Hocking of what Strand sald and again _
;i I told Hocking to contact myself and Smudzinski he gets any

more lnformatoon
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; On 03-18-16 | recelved a call from Sgt. Manicki who stated hllusthlard sdmethhs he thought |

. needed to be aware of. Manickl stated he he | o SN =t
. Peni Pd betause Peru had recelved g an Intoxicated
" pedestrian. Manicki aiso stated | ' s highly

- intoxicited and Isanalleged heroin addict

Manicki stmd while at Peru PD she g
and told her somethlng 10 the effect

. leiso clalmed to have proof of this
Jwho then contacted her husband' whois 2

cor am.l wa: on duty at the tme il vehemently denled these accusations. | later
vho denied the allegations and said e talked with his wife and that everything

1 15 ok now.
1

Manlckl sald_ﬁg was wondering may h nfused with Strand as he is aware

l
! StramtknwF I then contacted Smudzinski ! Hocking and informed them of the
i l_bo\iaflnfo. ‘Both then went to Ioﬁt-

i Later that day..Smudzinski:and Hocking told me they loca

and spoke with her about

* the above informatio said she did not kno rsonally but knew who he was
andlm neverchad sex or any type of relationship with him. aid she was friends with
Dfﬁw donhdmhavingmtvpufmmh' ted they are just

! friends and thit she perlodiww gives hi for helping her out {fJRstated
Stund has given her small amounts of money from time to time for cigarettes and given her
- méney w put minutes on her phone so she can contact him with drug info. Officers asked
he ever contacts her ond stated Strand gave her rides once and while
' ‘when she needs'one but that was it. Officers pres and said she gave him a kiss
* goodbye in the Squad for Mhar a ride onceé or twice but has never done anything else with
.him. OMrs If she had anything on her phone supporting her story. @s not
_comfortable glvlng up her phone but showed the officers her text with Strand. Upon review: of
. these texts, they do not appear to suggest anything different than to suppor-
-hld she llkes Strand a5 a friend and he Is a great officer and has not done anything

-wrong. i (
' ‘ - ¥

.On 03-21-16 Smudzinski and Hockmg again spoke-'vho gave the same story. They

also spoke _bovﬁleﬂd)- idJNDs friends with Strand

but Is unaware bf anvnhlng inappropriate going on between the two and that Strand has never
done anything to him.
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On 03- 23—15 ! asked Strand to come to my ofﬂce Strand reponed at. approx. 2.30pm and we

nd Ultimately as a result|

were jolned by it. Smudzmski ‘We discussed the lssues at
‘ lnformed Strand he appeared to have vio!ated se ." cle 5. A in!ormed Strand i believed
'mostof violations were relatlvelv minor n nature. however thelr cumulatwe effect was more
serious As a result | |ssued Strand a two day suspension Strand stated he understood.

' During the course of these events | had. been In wnttct wlth Chief Barnabei of Peru PD. We
had a meeting with he, Hoclung myselfiand Smudzlnski We ail agreed none of us saw any
" evidence of a. u'ime and that if anything, there may. have been some minor policy violatlons.

I contacted Brian Towne and Brian Viscogni from the LaSalle COunty States Attorney’s Office
who sald they know very Ilttle of these events and that they have not received reports or
: complalnts regarding the matter.

' 03-31-16 | spoke with Sheriff Templeton (LaSalle Co.) and informed him of this information and
asked if they could check lnto the matter. Templeton stated he wasn't sure what more could
" be done to investigate the maﬂ:zr and said unless something more came up, he believed

: everyone involved had alr?ady done everything that could be done.

* 04-07-16 at 11:45am Mike|Galletti and Sgt. Monroe from the lllinois State Police asked to speak
with me regarding these issues. 1 summoned Lt. Smudzinski and we Informed both officers of
everythlng we knew. Sgt. Monroe informed me they were not conducting an investigation but
just trying to determine if an investigation was warranted. Monroe agreed at the end of the

- conversation he did not see anything criminal and therefore, the 1.S.P. would not get involved.



MnthWMmOlﬁﬂMW&ﬂwule Slmdzinmforwarded
o the M'mwﬁﬁqqmmmmmmm
alieged The 2 of the afleged officer a fornale asking to meet
wmorummdumnuommmmmssmmm mu_ ﬁmunmmdmmwm ;
pdmaﬂlurandmsmhukhindumuhummdomhmm Apparently the
tmmmhnmulhwmmmmm Mbundthcum\vervmangnnd
sluhewouldlhtomeawmnSmudﬂmkum! mvulfono:l-zs-lswﬁhmlnfommttodascuss the
issue. ;

- Befare meeting i ran » TLO ched: on phonc nsfrom the allem officer 815.“1 9021. This computer
check showed it was an Ih. Valley Cellular phone service {which is local) but did not have a name
luocllted with It and sald Village of NORT. 1am sware of some of our Officers wark part time in North
Utu:a and that they supplied call phones 1o some of their officers. | also checked the work schedule and
" saw Sgt. Strand was on duty In LaSalle the night of the 01-03-16 and am aware Strand also works In

j Utica.

Ll ]
' On 01-25-16 at 1:00pm, Hocking, Smudsinski, myself and a female who identified herself as NI
Hocking informed us

’ ,Hocking said they met & few times and that the tast time they met, IR id
something was bothering her and told Hocking about the above incident and forwarded himn some of the
+ texts. Hocking then asked -to explsin the incident.

, -llﬂsmmkﬁiﬁﬂumhﬂdﬁﬂl{m Internet site similar to Craig’s List) and charges 2
- fee for people to tak o har and get rub downs. SERCIsims on 01-03-16 she recelved the above
" texts and decided to meet the officer. -clalms she met him st Back's Gas in LaSalle, spoke for a
 white and then left. During the inckdent the officer gave her & $100.00 bill. QEIIiJJJPclaims there wes
. nothing efse discussed but the officer wanting to talk from time to time and that there was no talk of sex
_or anything eise Mlegal, Hocking said WNvas specific about Beks in LaSalle and sald she told him
she knew mmmmmm LaSalie and the one in Peru.

b asked her why she would go meet this person if she believed he was a police officer. SUIII®sid she
 was doing fiuthing wrong, so she decided to do so. 1 askecdiBlllPIf she knew the officer’s name.
uldﬂudldmnndmﬂdonlvm him as wearing a police uniform, gold sewn on badge
' and a stocking cap with light colored hair and 2 beerd longer than my facial hair, driving a black squad
car. | asked SRR this person was wearing glasses and she sald no. She sald after they met there
" were a few more texts but has not had any contact with this person since. 1 asked - why she
chose to infarm Peru PD of the incident and she stated she thought i was weird and wanted to tell
. . someone. | asked GEERENR  she thought there was any crime that was committed or what if any type
of complaint. G said there was no crime, just thought # was strange, but offered to tell her story
_to anyone if need be. 1 asked her why she did nat see the officer’s name and she sald it was covered up.

’ 1
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¢ rnceived concemh‘ 3 posslbh police mpersonator he was made aware of vln the Inhernel and had @
Photo of the squad and suspest In this case and asked(IJII ¥ she would took at it Before she

ioolmda!tla

‘hotbs,wem trled to see if she had any ofier identifiers of this person, - said
: ;e 18 thinks tht omcergm the name
the
¢ : _udrlvln; ushd lmhow she could be
swre slnce seconds uo, she could not come up with htrdly any dentifiers. | id she was sure it
; was him because she remembers his eyes in particular. -uemed totally relleved and said again
. she was sure it was hlm

| we then aske- be interviewed on tape and she agreed. Hocking and Smudainski then

. interviewed her. just before the imerview we showed her some video of the officers from this

! department who were on dultv the night in question. - looked at them and asked to blow up

- Strands image but said it was not him she met with and was sure it was the other guy. Also Strand is

* wearing a clearly marked pollce uniform,’ Aith his namé on it and is wearing a baseball hat and does not
appear to have any facial hair and is wearing glasses. '

-

f ) then went to my affice whlfe the interview took place. | contacted Strand because all of us believed
. the right thing to do was to make him aware of the incident since his name was brought up. | then
called Strand and asked him to come to my office. Strand said he would be right down.

" While waiting for Strand, the phone number was still bothering me. Strand arrived and | informed him |
" had to tell him of an Incident'in which his name was brought up. told him before we got into that, |
asked him if he had 3 Utica phone. Strand sald yes. tasked him what the number was. He gave the
number.and it matched the number the texts were sent from. Clearly this-person was not
involved. I then asked Strand If he remembers texting a female on 01-03-16 and then meeting with her
while he was on duty at Beks. Strand said he contacts a lot of people and asked if | had the other

i person’s number. | said § did: Strand looked in his phone and then sald he did text a female and met

* with her that night. 1 informed Strand this female was glving information to another agency and that

- thisincident was brought up 1 then asked Strand to explain what happened.

" Strand said he routinely checks Craig's List and several other seedy web sites and sets up fake accounts
1o gather inteliigence info or help make arrests. As police officers we are aware many of the people on
. these sites are involved with criminal activity. With regards to this person, he found the phone number
and alias for this female ‘on.some Back Page web site and belisved she was 3 prostitute and possibly
., involvediin iliegal drujs. He then found her true identity on the internet from the phone &. Strand sald
~ he also learned!: driver's license was suspended. Strand then texted her several times to see if
. he could get some info on her and see if she would meet with him. if she drove there, he would have

1 1
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nomonevandsand whywwid I|M -wmoneynlw_smto amsther Strand uidha ulked
1 with her and mde some Mupbutdoesmt vemember me exact commtmbm at no time
. discussed mhlnl ﬂlegal srmu sald he knew: he was busted and left. Strand said he may have texted
. afew tlmes after the incident to make it look good but ftufed nothing would ever come of it. | again
I asked Strand if he was sure he did notglve heuny money and reminded him the incident may be on
I film from the security camera at the gas station. Strend again said absolutely not, he did not ;ive her
¢ any money and was not worried about the video. :

: .
, Vinformed Strand that we wbuld check the video from both Beks gas statlons and get back with him. |
, “also told him that since 'anot,her agency was involved, they may want to speak with him and that | would
: have to notify Chief Stachowiak from Utica PD, since it involved their phone. Strand said he understood
. but asked what he was belng accused of. | told him ) was not sure,
- I toid Strand that under the circumstances he can have no contact whatsoever vnth-n in
. any way including third party contact. | also told Strand that | was not familiar with social media but that
due to recent technology, ! understand that this type of tactic is routinely used but that i did not believe
anyone outside the police department would understand it or consider it appropriate, espedially In light
of recent police criticism nationally. {told Strand | did not want any more of this type of activity. Strand
. said he understood. y

* At approx. 5:30pm | contacted Chlef Stachowiak who met with me in my office. | informed him of the
 situation, gave him the details and specificallyinformed him Utka’s phone was involved in the incident.
'I We then discussed the matter and-both found it strange. We both agreed however that we did not

believe a crime was committed but were not sure what to make of the incldent.
t i P

; On01-26-15 Hocking contacted me and said there was video from the LaSalle Beks but It had nothing on
' it, which backs up Strand’s account of events. Hocking said the Peru Beks does not go back that far so
+ they have no video. We then discussed the incident further. )informed Hacking that as far as | was

" aware, Strand was completely forthcoming and that | may.not agree wllh his tactics but was not sure he
» did anything wrong. | also told Hocking that I.ran & criminal history on
: and found she has 4

: ind did not mention this incident until lang after
"It occurred and was most likely not happy lbout Strand trying to build 3 case agalnst her. Her story was
* also extremely vague and had way too many Inconsistencies. In my experience, - highly
- motivated to be less than honest in this situation. Hocking said it may be & good idea to re-interview
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Onos-xs-lsm Aanpnlluﬂo askedwquwnhme anormcd hlmlluduemlst appointmem and
' thuumlwdmlmummmhlm Mmzmpm nulfnﬂmtomvom:e.
mww.mmsmmmwmmeam lufgonnnounudheielhenudzdmbn

remnmlon. lnnnsummonedu. Srmdzlnmmmym

1

laskqd Buﬂowhvhﬂchbemded urionwnlonmnﬂdeﬂng heltnowslhavunopen door
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Buffo sald he hld heard uvoral rumon lbout s;t smnd ' told him 1 did not think it was wise to
! 'thud rumors and explained: the pitfais of such activity. Buffo ignored this advice
d 52 . 'nd had paid a pmsutute on duty, | asked him If this rumor suggested it was
' for lhe purpom of a sexual act and Buffo stated he did not know, however | assumed this is what he

' was suggesting. Buffo siso stated he hesrd Inother rumor that there was a picture of Strand in a Utica
"uniform with a partlally clothed aduit female on '@ computer at Utica P.D, slong with several other

" photos of nude aduit women, | asked hifn who taid him these rumors and he refused to answer. | asked
*Buffo if he had any evidence Tcgardlnc these two rumors. Buffo stated he did not.

‘1 asked Buffo why he was choosing to involve himself in these issues since nelther pertained to him.
Buffo stated he not think this: itype of behavior was appropriate and wanted to know what was being
‘done. | then Informed Buffo that Peru P.D. had received some Information regarding an incident with

. ‘Strand {in reference to the prostitute rumor) and that they were investigating it. 1 also informed Buffo
Det. Hocking from Peru P.D. informed ma of this Investigation and that Lt. Smudzinski and | were doing
an internal investigation of the matter. | also Informed Buffo that | had Informed Chief Stachowiak of
Utica PD of the investigation. Buffo appearsd 1o be unsatisfied with response. | reminded Buffo it
would be inappropriate to discuss the detalls of the Investigation since he was not invalved. | reminded
Buffo of several incidents which Involved him and that | did not discuss these incidents with anyone else
and that he should not be emged in spreading rumors or accusation about fellow officers. This still did
not appear to satisfy Buffo so ) informed him the rumor he told me Involving Strand and a prostitute was
not accurate and that it was still under investigation and that at this point, Smudzinskl, Hocking and
were all in agreement that we have not found anything evidance of ilegal activity or wrong doing. Buffo
did not agree. tasked him why he disagreed when he ¢laims to have no knowledge of any details of the
incident. Buffo ctaimed due to the Utica rumor he felt these rumors were true. |then explained the
legal and disciplinary process to Buﬂ‘o and he still did not understand,

Buﬂo claimed due to hearing the prostltute rumor and then the Utica rumor he was not satisfied so he

contacted Hocking. Buffo dalr_'m he spoke with Hocking who then informed him the details of the case.
- Buffo said he aiso Informed Hocking of the Utica rumor. Buffo claimed Hocking then Instructed him to
contact Brian Viscognl of the LaSalle County States Attorney’s Office. |




i
:  Buffo then claimed he contoﬂzd Viscogni and tokd him these rumors. Bulfo claims Viscogni then
mslmcud him to mmact Det Padila of the | S.P..

:1asked Buffo what he knew of the Utica rumor, He. sald'ﬁ"e had no evidence whatsoever was told by 2
part~timr.- emplavee of Utic P D. of the rumor. | asked Buffo who this persort was and he.refused to
identify him cloiming he was too scared to.come forward Bulfo also claimed he was toid another

; person who rnformed him he' saw the photos on the Utica oomputer and dalms this person may have

. taken a screen shot of lhese photos with his cell phane. | asked Buffo who this person was and he

- refused to ldentllv hlm ¥

-Both Smudzisnki and | told Buffo he should Instruct these two. people he refuses to identify ta contact
the Utics Police Chief: and lnfém'l him o this information. -Buffo claimed they will not because they can
"not be trusted and will cover the mcident up- | warned Buffo this was a serious accusation. Buffo later
dlsr:losed the person who may have taken the screen shot of the photos was Brian Zebron. Buffo
r:lalmed Zebron informed the Utica Mayor (Jereb) who'ls Investigating the matter and wiil seek the
‘assistance of the Mlinols State!Police. Knowing this information, 1 again asked Buffo why he would

;r_.-,ng'ng'e in these rumors and itwolve himself when he has no evidence and is not Involved in any way

_knowing Peru and our agencvl' owr investigating one Incident and that the Utica Mayor and the State
Police were Investigating the other. Buffo claims he has no choice in the matter and must be invalved

- because Hocking instructed him to contact Visgconl. Smudzisnk! and 1 told Buffo this did not make any
sense and that neither of us clould understand what he is doing.

Clearly 8uffo did not undersn:nd and | asked him if there anything else he | should know about. Buffo
.then stated as soon as were done, he was going to meet Det. Padilla of the 1.5.P. 1 again stated | did not
understand why he would do this and asked him if he realized what he was doing. Buffo stated again he
had no choice because Hocking and Viscogni were instructing him 10 do this, Smudzinski and | told Buffo
" -of the possibility he was being used. Buffo again ignored this possibility and declared he going to speak

‘with the 1.S.P..

‘Since it appeared Bulfo had no interest of listening and had no evidence of anything | asked him if there

_‘was anything else. Buffo claimed wanted union representation and also wanted assurances he could
'not be disciplined for anything. 1 agaln told him since | had no idea what he was saying to Vistagni and
1.5.P., I had no way to answer that question. | then made it @xtremely clear that if he lied or sccused
anyone of anything they did not do, there wouid be severe repercussions. Bufio appeared upset and
then demanded my biessing to go tak with 1.5.P.. | again told him | could not do that since | had no idea
'what he was going to say and still can not understand why he Is involving himself in this activity. 8uflo
'(hen clalmed he was only goln'g ta inform 1.5.P. of the Utica rumor.

| then informed Buffo since he told me of the Utica incldent, | had intended to contact the Utica Police
(Chief or Mayor about that incident, but now do not want to get accused of obstructing a State Police
mvestrgatron and now, due to his {Buffo’s) actlons, can not contact them, The meeting ended, Buffo and
Gatza left my office.
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tasked Iahﬁbel and Hocldng to meet with Smudzinski and | about tms incident. Bernabel then invited
us to, ‘his office and we meet at shorttv mer gam.. I annned]both of auffo s comments Hocking said he

wasmnnctedbynullovia pho ‘.pndwasukeQabomﬂ\eSmM rumonndtheninformed him of the

j',m, smudﬂnst:m trmilfm lmmtub- Peru incident. Hocltlng
MMMOMenﬂHbmmhbdimmm one of our
mmm !f he had meet with Hocklr. yetand Hocking heard Buffo tell this person they were
“mesting right now. . \ f,

1 then Informed Hocking that bu!fo said the only reason he is doing this is because he [Hocking) directed
“him !luﬂ'a} »mw Hotking claimed he was referring to the Utica Incident and that he only

‘sald Hm;mmmmmmeu that strongly about it, they could, not shoukl contact Viscogni.
)

The four of us discussed the sltuatlon and again all sgreed we had no evidence of a crime and aiso were
inot convinced of any wrong doing. We also agreed we did not see a crime in Utica rumor and that it was
Utica PDs declsion concemln(:ny disciplinary. Bernabei also commented he did not understand what
l’euffo was doing. We then cor:pduded the meeting.

Shortly after, | received a call from Brian Towne. ! informed him of the above events and requested a

* maeeting with he and Viscogni.| Towne said he was vaguely aware of some of the details but wanted to

talk with Viscogni agaln. Towne sald after he has spoken with Viscogni, we'could meet. Town and |
discussed the events and be.also agreed ha did not see any evidence of a crime arl did not know why
the 1.5.7. woukl be Interasted In Investigating something Iike the Utica rumor since there appeared to be
no crime. Towne and | also agi€ed it should be Utica’s declsion as to any disciplinary action for their
computer and also agreed | mast likely could not disclpline Strand for something he did in Utica. As of
03 18-16 l have not heard back from Yowne or Viscogni or the State Police.

On 03- 17-16 I then had ocuslon to speak with Chlef Knob!ach of Oglesby PD. We often confide in each
other and solicit each other oplnlon in confidence. We discussed both rumors and Knoblach agreed with
all of our concluslons and does not understand what Buffa is doing.

I
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s ako on duw = _'m'ent'ly denied the 'ﬂlepﬂans i later spoke
clunl:d me aliegations to me and sald he talked with his wife and that everything is

' fine and that his wife knows lhe allelabons ore not true.
]
. Manicki stated he just thoughl 1 should know considering the Strand allegations. Manicki also said he

; was aware cf a retent incident in which whas the victim of a battery and asked for Sgt.
 Strand. We both then talked and considered the possibiity [P ay have confused JiJJIvith
-y Strand. bthen informed Lt. Smudzinski of this information and be both agreed this allegation needed to
' be investigated. | then contacted Det. Hocking from Peru PD and informed him of the above events.
: Smudzinski and Hocking themwent to locate - order to speak with her.

 Later that afternoon, Smudal:w and Hocking Informed me they found [P nd spoke to her about
. the above allegations. | & reported hevoin addict and hooker. The fficers asked {lFcout
. the above information and asked her if she had any type of relationship with any of our officers. (iR
. stated she was friends with Sgt. Strand. denled ever receiving money from Strand for sex and
5aid she has never had any type of sex with him. {EEEENtated they are friends and that she
. periodically gives Strand r he £out, ted Strand has given her
! money in past for cigarettes and has given her small amounts of money to put minutes on her phone so
* } she can all him. was asked if Strand ever contacted her while he was on duty. ald
:'Strand gave her a ride once and while when she needed one but that was it. Officers pre her and
said she and Strand kissed once or twice in the squad car but has never done anything else with
*him. Officers asked if she had anything on her phone supporting her story. was not comfortable
' giving her.phone up but showed them all the texis she had with Strand. Officers then took screen shots
' of these texts. Upon review of the texts, they do not appear to suggest anything different than to
* support -mrv id she Ulkes Strand s friend and thinks he is 3 great officer and does not
whal to see him get in any trouble and claims he Is doing nothing wrong. The officers then reported
their findings to me. :

,Myself and the officers discussed the information and agreed they would go back and Interview
'her boyfiend and Y ©n 03-21-26, Smudzinski and Hocking spoke with
‘again who gave the same story. They ako questioned her about [ ted she knew who




l_._lur uut day. | had ocnsion m speak with Pul, Zebron, who Buffo claimed was in possession of photos
" relating to the Utica incident, 1 asked Zebron if he i fact did have the photos In some format, Zebron

" said he does not have any of the photas and never did but had heard about them but woukd not offer

© any more Information and was very gusrded in his responses. | then explained why | felt | should see
them end also explained | was not comfortable contacting Utica PD due to the allegations by some of
their officers. Zebron clatms he daes not work there and mln would not offer any more Information. |
toid Zebron it there wasiany cvldence of any Iuegal acttvlty orif Strand was in » LaSalle uniform, )
needed to know. Zebmn sald he was of the understanding Strand was not in 3 LaSalle uniform and that
there was nathing llegal. lbot.rt the pictures but did not ltke what they reportedly depicted. Zebron also
¢ indicated| and feels peopie tell him things because he and Strand
were both vying for the Utica Police Chief job but neither one gotit. | then informed Zebron if he had
any infarmation | should be sware of he needed to tell me. Zebron said he did not have anything other
: than the already discussed rumors.

On03-22-16 | again spoke with Buffo and Informed him Zebron denied having the photos. Buffo then
, claimed he befieved Zebron did have them or at least had access to them. Buffo stated he spoke with
the State Palice about Utica but has not heard back from anyone.

Fl

L 03-2&-16 Smudainski rlported he did not believe Peru PD made any effort to re-interview -so he
. went and tracked her down md spoke with her. gain Insisted the officer she was speaking of
'- and that he pays Phillips $50.00 for oral sex. ter said she may be wrong aboutfijjiiis but
thinks it is him. S was also asked what evidence she referring to when she mentioned it to Peru
' officers. -hnn admitted she has no wldeme i
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' Supemsor (Qmpm -6: 00am)

’J i 3 \o‘ "R
inz’and outs;dc thc Clty of LaSaIIc on various dates and times ranging from

At

Umuthonzed Self- Asslgned Pohce Actions
Unm_.;trhrpnzcd Prohlblted ‘Associations ' r
u lnborlzed Persons in Police Vehicles ' $
Unaulhormed Personal Business ° . ; . Y90
Conducl (mapproprme) g | s T N,
Unnulhorlud Leaving the City of LaSaIle 2 3
Unnuihonud Personal Usc of Ceil. Phone , "‘s l& :

As v_v 'dlscussed anmlemal mvestlgwon of the:abic
the: allegauons in the complalms As nresult, i f
in our dtscu’éslms whlle ] OOHSIch' most of the & %relatively minor in nature, their cumulative sum
proved to bc muoh more senous As a resull. based upon your jons, admissions and your position as a
supervisor, [ have no choxce but to issuc you & two day suspensxon “The suspension dates shal) be on your
a.cheduled works of 03-30-16 and 04-05- 16.

If you would likc to discuss thc maner further, pleasc contact me,

S dxscloscd sufficient evidence to clearly prove
gation are “Sustained”. As 1 indicated
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- Respectfully,

Chu:gof Police . 4 L IR
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0 issues reported. The intial
1 Informed Strand of what we

e

é heard m'n'r‘!_éré u‘F\voMngsometype of inapbropriale photos on a Utica PD computer
ut had no knov dge of what was being done other than he had heard the Utica Chief of Police had
asked for assistance from the LaSalle County Sheriff's Dept. checking some of their work computers and
found no photos which were rumored to exist. Strand claimed the Utica PD phone he had been using is
now in the hands of Utica PD and that their Chief is aware of its status. | asked Strand If the phone had

* been “dumped” and he sald he did not know. Strand said he Is unaware of the existence of the rumored
photos but he is sure there are no photos now or-ever that exist with his image with any partially
dothed or naked women. Stiand also sald he does not knaw anything about any other naked photos
involving any other woman but informed us he had heard of some type of downloaded video on a Utica
* MDC. Strand stated he had n'o'_thlng to do with this video and that it was investigated but they could not

determine who was responsi:ble. strand stated he was not using the MDC on the night in question.

We then discussed the most recent incident .M strand stated he has know-
for years as a friend and has periodically recelved information her. Strand stated he has bought

. her tigarettes in the past and paid for minutes on her cell phone but used his own money out of

. friendship. Strand stated when the 1% Incident which was reported to Peru he discontinued contact

wlﬂ'- around the same time.

. We then asked Strand of the sflegation of giving unauthorized rides l- Strand said he has given
her rides but logged these instances. We then asked abo statement of kissing Strand on the
lips on duty during two of these rides. Strand admi issed him on the lips twice but he took
* it as sayling thank you for the ride. Strand was adamant he has never had any type of sex with

and that he has never paid her for any sex acts. '
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We then discussed the obvious issues with his benavior as a Sgi. and putting himself In these positions
with these types of people. Strand stat_eg he understood and accepts full responsibility for his actions.

! L informed Strand in light of the results of the investigation involving these incidents, | feh he had
vioiated several policies concerning the rules and regulations sectlon of the policy manual:
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' indirectly referencing the Strand Incidents. | asked Smudzinski where he got this info. Smudzinski said

- !
11 then contacted Manicki and asked hwm how he found aut about the Ottawa newspaper biurb so fast.
", During this same time frame, | began investigating the name

. - this subject but do not remember the detalls, other than knowing | do not recall ever dealing with him.

g of b
udzinskl, the Ma

vy there can only be a very limited
il will toward everything and everyone

ynly think of one persan who could passibly have some type
tsand people accused in the letter. |

. 0dd mention of o many diferent en
number of people wha could possibly

mentioned in the letter. At this point, |

. motivation or knowledge of all the inciden
| Later that day | was notified by Lt. Smudzinsk of a small blurts In the Ottawa newspaper that may be

'he was notified by Sgt. Manickl who thought we should be made aware of it.

1
That same day, | received 2 FbIA request via e-mall from a reporter with the Ottawa newspaper, who

' clalmed to have received thisfiatter also.

_Manicki claimed he was Informed by Pti. Buffo, who told him he was informed by Ptl. Zebron.

see If it could be

. related to Strand. 1 found no connection but found he had been arrested in the past for impersonating a
police officer in or near Marsellies &L | also vaguely recall some involvement of our drug task force with

11 then contacted Agent Bernal of the drug task force and asked him if he remembered this subject.

, Bernal stated he did remember him and informed me of what he remembered of this subject. Bernal

. told me | had nothing to do w'jth the case asked why my name was being associated with this subject
and 1 toid him I had no idea. .

'On 03-31-16 | spoke with Melody, McPhedran and the Mayor in reference to this letrer and the FOIA
' request.

" in order to answer the FOIA | aiso com,aﬁteﬂ strand anc asked him If he had ever visited Back Page from
‘ 3 City of LaSalle computer. Strand said he did not, Strand stated he used his persanal cell for searching
!

_ this website.
+} also contacted Connecting P'oint who Is our IT vendor for.our computers. Ispoke with Micah who said
he could check our system to see if there was any record of someone visiting Back Page from our
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 programs mivﬂm sending or recelving certain types of file
M tp datermlne how Iﬂll:hlunts are handled.
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