














To Chairman Adam P. Monreal and the State of Illinois Prisoner Review Board, 

I am Aaron 0. Ammons ( no aliases) my social security number i I am writing to 

give you the opportunity to review my request for a pardon, or an expungement of a class 4 felony drug 

conviction that I received in 1993. 

Illinois is the State where the offense(s) took place. 

Champaign County is the County where the offenses took place. 

The case numbers are 

AMMONS AARON 92CF002529 
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AMMONS AARON 
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In 92CF002529 I was found "not guilty" by a jury. 

Case 92CF002803 was dismissed. 

case 92CM000188 was dismissed as well. 

Case 93CF000621 was also dismissed. 
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92CM000188 X 

93CF000621 x 

93CF001190 x 
94CF001308 

In 93CF001190 I pied guilty to possession of a controlled substance (class IV Felony) and was sentenced 

to 18 months of probation on 12-19-93. 

In 94CF001308 I pied guilty to possession of cannabis and violated my probation. l was resentenced to 

24 months of probation on 8-12-94. 

On 5-14-97 I was unsuccessfully discharged from probation. I did pay all fines and went through drug 

treatment however I did not complete all of the tasks stipulated in the agreement. 

At present I have no pending cases or court appeals. 

I have never petitioned this body for executive clemency in any case. 





My name is Aaron 0. Ammons and I was born on in - lam 

the proud father of three sons and two daughters 

. My life has taken a different course since my adolescence and 

young adult years and I attribute that to several different reasons. However, I truly believe I 
would have had trouble staying the course if it were not for the fact that I have been happily 

married to my \.Vife, Carol Ammons, for l 3years. Carol and I met at Chanute Transition Center 

in 1999-2000. Chanute was a transitional facility for young men who were being released from 

Juvenile incarceration. I was recmited to work there by Dr. Patrick Nizzi who thought my 

passion for youth and learning would be an asset to the program. As much as I love Carol and 

our family, they are not my foundation. My family sits upon the foundation of truth, love, 

dignity and integrity that Carol and I both decided to stand upon and we are teaching our 

children to do the same. 

Today I seek a pardon for a crime I committed on December 17, 1993. I plead guilty to 

possession of a contro!Jed substance and was sentenced to 18 months of first offenders probation. 

Before I completed that sentence I violated my probation by being caught in possession of 

marijuana and thus I was resentenced to 24 months of probation. 

Prior to being convicted, I had already attained my diploma from Champaign Central High 

School and although I had not earned an Associates Degree, I had completed over 50 credit 

hours at Parkland Junior College also located in Champai~ IL. During my time at Central High 
I was a consistent B average student, member of the track team my sophomore year and I was 

one of the starting guards on the basketball team from 1985-1989. I went on to play basketball at 

Parkland College for two years under Coach Tom Cooper before choosing to leave college and 

explore the street life. 

AJthough there was signi ficant dysfunction in my home, my dad was a handyman who worked 

intermittently and even sold drugs to make ends meet. He often used the drugs he set out to sell 

and too often he was physically and mentally abusive to my mother. She was no saint but she 

worked two and three jobs for years and made tremendous sacrifices for us. She was a heavy 

marijuana and cigarette smoker herself, but they both did the best they could to give me and my 

siblings, sound guidance, discipline and a clear understanding of the importance of education. 

Hence, 1 came from a home that had its share of good and bad examples but I was not "forced" 

into a life of crime. I was lured in by the appearance of power and I was eventually trapped by 

the very drugs I thought would bring me prestige. 

I dabbled enough in ibe drug lifestyle to see the violence, destruction of fami lies , loss of dignity 

and overall distraction it really is. Of the ten years J spent enduring that lifestyle I was addicted 

to "mack balls", a mixture of marijuana and crushed crack cocaine, for seven to eight of those 

years. On a couple of occasions, r managed to save 5-10 thousand dollars, only to spend it on 

more drugs, clothes, used cars, etc., but I certainly never found the lasting power or joy it 

appeared to offer. 





input meetings; it's obvious to me that the management team",.,,,,.,""'"' 

ability to communicate and my fair disposition toward management and my co-workers. When 
a need for representation, the members look to me regardless of the situation or the area 

in which work. 

I see my work as a representative for my co-workers and the relationships I have with members 
of management as motivation for me. Instead of ego tripping or becoming arrogant I simply 
remember the time when I had lost my dignity and integrity and very few people even wanted to 
be in my I know that the change in my life is due to my commitment to logic and truth 
and I refuse to forget it 

The same principles that led me to positions of influence in the work force and in my union, also 
led me to start two social justice organizations with political arms as well. In 2001-2002 I co
founded Champaign-Urbana Citizens for Peace and Justice (CUCPJ) and in 2012, I founded 
Citizens with Conviction (CWC). CUCPJ is a profound group of concerned citizens who have 

Saturday at 4p.m. for the past to address around Criminal 
Political 

was in .:>U<UUJLJL""'· more 

information please google CU Citizens for Peace and Justice or visit :.;_;c~'-'"''-C::'C';".;c:.:c.:C'J;,· 




















































































































































