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College of DuPage Center for Humanities 
Abstract 

College of DuPage (COD), Glen Ellyn, IL, serves approximately 31,000 highly diverse, 
traditional and non-traditional students each semester on the largest single community college 
campus outside the state of California. With more than 90 certificate programs and degrees for 
occupational and technical careers, as well as nine associate's degrees in 59 occupational and 45 
transfer pre-baccalaureate programs, COD is known throughout the communities it serves for its 
high quality educational opportunities and vocational training. In an effort to ensure that COD 
students continue to appreciate the value of a pre-baccalaureate program that concentrates on the 
Humanities and their application to real work and life situations, COD proposes the College of 
DuPage Center for Humanities, which will enhance and expand the study of Humanities across 
the curriculum and within the communities served by the college. 

The proposed project is designed to achieve the following goals: 
1) To become a model infrastructure that connects educational divisions and enhances 

the long-term growth of Humanities instruction and programming on campus and within district 
communities. Objectives include the establishment of a Humanities Advisory Board and a 
rotating Endowed Chair for the Humanities; increased enrollment in Humanities courses; and the 
development of sustained donor involvement in support of the Humanities. 

2) To become the hub for curriculum development, improved instruction, research, and 
professional development in the Humanities. Objectives include revision of Humanities courses 
to include global perspectives and a focus on ethics; the development of interdisciplinary studies; 
the promotion of new ways to engage students in Humanities-related internships, job shadowing, 
and service learning; and faculty professional development focusing on the improvement of 
instruction and the integration of the Humanities across the curriculum. 

3) To produce a variety of media resources to enhance, strengthen, and integrate 
Humanities experiential instruction across the curriculum. Objectives include the development 
of virtual world settings, mobile technology, podcasts, and video-streaming as instructional tools 
within the Humanities; an ongoing interactive experience series highlighting cultures, ethical 
concepts, and other significant themes; and the production of a unique lecture series on pertinent 
Humanities topics for use within the college and for dissemination nationwide. 

4) To engage members from surrounding communities in a variety of opportunities for 
enhanced Humanities exploration and study. Objectives include the development of non-credit 
Continuing Education Humanities classes for adults and children; a focus on ethics within the 
Humanities through service learning opportunities for community members enrolled in non­
credit courses; and the production of a Humanities online publication featuring research, 
programs and articles related to the study and application of the Humanities. 

Humanities faculty and the COD Foundation have planned a comprehensive set of 
fundraising strategies to raise the required matching funds. Among these are online targeted 
fundraising; solicitation of the Honors alumni and retired faculty who are very supportive of 
academic programs; use of social media and company matching programs; and the pursuit of 
outside funding from private foundations who support the Humanities in higher education. 

Project activities will be evaluated formatively and summatively to ensure ongoing 
quality and to measure whether, and the extent to which, project objectives have been met. It is 
expected that the Center for Humanities will have a lasting positive impact on the students, 
faculty, and communities served by the College of DuPage. 
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College of DuPage 
Robert L Breuder, President 

January 24, 2012 

Dr. Brandon L. Johnson 
Senior Program Officer 
Office of Challenge Grants 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
Room 420 
1100 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20506 

Dear Dr. Johnson: 

425 Fawell Blvd. 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137-6599 

(630) 942-2200 phone 

(630) 858-2869 fax 
breuder@cod.edu email 
cod.edu 

As President of the College of DuPage. I would like to share my unqualified and enthusiastic 
supp011 for the proposed Center for Humanities. The mission of the college is to be a center for 
excellence in teaching, learning, and cultural experiences, and the Center for Humanities will 
address all three of these attributes by providing an intellectual space to realize the depth and 
breadth of humanistic knowledge as it applies to daily circumstances in the home and workplace. 
I am excited by the possibilities for improved instruction, the development of professional 
development modules and a lecture series for dissemination to other institutions, and for the use 
of state-of-the-art technology to further engage our students in their learning. 

Our core values at COD are important aspects of our learning environment. We practice, and 
hope to inspire, integrity, honesty, respect, and responsibility in all of our interactions with 
students and members of the many communities we serve. Therefore. I am particularly pleased 
with the faculty's choice to focus on ethics as the lens through which all learning and 
professional decision-making may be examined. I expect that our students in every vocational, 
pre-professional, and academic program will strongly benefit from the exploration of key 
humanistic concepts and themes in the course of their other studies, and that those who are able 
to pai1icipate in the internships, job shadowing, and service learning opportunities will grow as a 
result of applying these ideas to the real life situations they encounter. 

Finally, the proposed project is also closely aligned with our institutional philosophy which 
includes a belief in the power of teaching and learning, a commitment to excellence and 
diversity, the promotion of collaborative decision-making, and our purpose in meeting the needs 
of our students and the communities we serve. The Center for Humanities, which was developed 
by a collaborative group of faculty members, will further extend COD's reputation of excellence 
as an academic institution, which will in turn assist with the recruitment of a diverse group of 
talented students to the college. It is expected that the COD learning environment will be greatly 
enhanced by the many cultural and learning opportunities provided by the Center. 
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