






Illinois Arts Council Partners in Excellence Program, April 2011 
College of DuPage, McAninch Arts Center Attachment A: Narrative 

NARRATIVE 
The Harold D. McAninch Arts Center (MAC) at College of DuPage (COD) requests continued general 
operating support as a Partners in Excellence program (PIE) participant. Throughout its 24-year history, the 
MAC has maintained a steadfast commitment to its mission: to encourage artistic expression through the 
creation of enlightened performance and educational opportunities; to establish a lasting relationship between 
people and the arts; and to enrich the cultural vitality of the region. 

Organizational History: McAninch Arts Center at College of DuPage 
Founded in 1967, COD is a comprehensive public community college located in DuPage County. Serving 
over one million residents, COD enrolled 56,842 students last year, is ranked as the 4th largest single campus 
community college in the United States, and the 2nd largest postsecondary institution in Illinois. 

With the 1986 opening of the McAninch Arts Center (MAC), COD demonstrated its commitment to 
the arts by establishing a central location in Chicago's western suburbs to experience all the arts under one 
roof. Three theatres are housed within the MAC, including the 793-seat Mainstage; Theatre 2, a 195-seat hall 
featuring a "soft thrust" stage; and the Studio Theatre, a versatile, black-box performance space. The MAC is 
also home to the Gahlberg Gallery, a 90-by-25 foot space for visual art exhibition located adjacent to the 
Mainstage lobby. 

The MAC has experienced tremendous growth over the past 24 years through its mission to educate, 
entertain and develop both new audiences and artists for the future. Since its opening in October 1986, the 
MAC has left lasting memories with more than 1.5 million audience members. A consistently broad range of 
programs is offered at the MAC, including productions by student and community organizations, three 
resident ensembles and a variety of touring performing artists. MAC programs supported by the IAC including 
resident professional ensembles, presenting and gallery events, drew a combined audience of 66,378 
patrons during 2009-10. 
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble (BTE), established in 1987, provides a forum in which artists, scholars, writers, 
students and community members meet to explore new ideas and provocative issues through the production 
of quality theater for the enjoyment of BTE audiences. Rooted in the American traditions of naturalistic acting 
and the ensemble process, the ensemble's repertoire includes new works, contemporary plays, and the 
classics. BTE is a member of Actors' Equity Association. 
Arts Center Jazz Ensemble (ACJE), established in 1986, traditionally featured programming based on the 
diversity of improvised music by historically significant jazz composers, arrangers and performers, as well as 
contemporary composers expanding the idiom into new areas of expression. A re-envisioning of the ACJE 
began in the 2009-10 season to promote sustainability while ensuring the continued high quality of offerings. 
This entails a singular concert with three performances of Kidjazz! during the Winter Jazz Fest. 
New Classic Singers (NCS) was founded in 1982 as a professional choral ensemble. The primary mission of 
NCS is to provide high quality choral music representing a broad spectrum of musical literature, with an 
emphasis on 20th century music of the world and the work of living composers. Its programming educates, 
challenges, and entertains diverse audiences. NCS is in its third year of a transition to a more self-sustaining 
structure through its reorganization as an independent 501 (c)(3). While obtaining support from the MAC, NCS 
is working towards a greater level of independence as a premier vocal ensemble, offering a fertile learning 
environment for professional singers to develop and hone their craft. 
New Philharmonic, established in 1977, is a professional orchestra that performs varied programs of works 
from all periods of orchestral literature. Annual performances include four pairs of subscription concerts 
(including one concert opera), two themed pops concert and a New Year's Eve concert. 
DuPage Opera Theatre was established as a professional ensemble in residence in 1983, after performing 
during COD's annual Summer Repertory Theatre since 1978. DuPage Opera Theatre, recognized by Opera 
America as the only professional opera ensemble in west suburban Chicago, has historically produced two 
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ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW 
Organization Name 
Address 
County 

McAninch Arts Center 
425 Fawell Blvd, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137-6599 
DuPage 

20 Accounting Method 

21a Did your accounting method change during the period in Line 1? 

This applicant is not aud ited or rev iewed by an independent accounting firm. 

Data Profile Status: FY 2009 - Review Complete 

FY 2010 - Submitted - Awaiting CDP Review 

ORGANIZATION SUMMARY 

Financial Activity 

Un restricted Activity 

Revenue 

Earned 

Program 

Non-program 

Total Earned 

Investments & Transfers 

Contributed 
.. . .................. -.. ----·-

FY 2009 

$1,097,831 

212,075 

1,309,906 

0 

1,330,599 
'" "'""""'"""""""'"" """"" ••· ··- -

FY 2010 % chg 

$1 ,235,266 13% 

270,611 28% 

1,505,877 15% 

0 n/a 

1,230,007 -8% 
................................. _. ....... ... ............ 

·a 
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CULTURAL DATA 
PROJECT 

Year Organization Founded 
Number of Board Members 
Fiscal Year End Date 

FY 2009 

50% 

Revenue 

.\\ 

)so5g% 

1967 
0 
06/30 

Accrual 

FY 2010 

No 

\ 
\45% 

) 
/I 

- Earned ~ Inv. & Trans. c·_J Contributed 

Total Unrestricted Revenue $2,640,505 $2,735,884 4 % --- -----·-·-.. ·---·----.. ·---·-·----·- ·---------.. ·-------···-

Expenses 

Program 

Fundraising 

$2, 129,340 

47,634 

$2,324,730 

41 ,266 

9% 

-13% 

General & Administrative 463,531 378,288 -18% 
·-··--··-·--·-··--~-----·· - -------- ---------------- ---~------------·-·-- -- --------- - -------------------·----------------~--------- ... 

Total Expenses $2,640,505 $2,744,284 4% 

Net Unrestricted Activity $0 

Net Temporarily Restricted Activity $0 

Net Permanently Restricted Activ ity $0 
___ .. , ________________ __ "'_ """ " " -- . ______ ,, ______________________ """"'"""""" " "'""""--'" ·- ··· 

Net Total Activity $0 

($8,400) 

$8,400 

$0 
-------------------·-------.--

$0 

nla 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 
'----------------···---------------------->•··--------------------------.----- -·-------------·--""'"" - - -----~-- '"'', ... _,, ___ '> __ -~-·------- --------·------ ""-" ----"""""""'"" ·· --··--~--~---

' ""'""" ---·----- , ....... ,_.. '"""''""'''-"""""""" .. ,, ___ ,,,, . ....... ....... " . - -- -- -~- --~---~·-------·-- ---------- ·· · •·'-'-- """"''-""""_ " _ ""-'"' ·· ·- --- -- ·~-~-----
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