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We welcome your suggestions on candidates for an
“About Town” feature. Contact us today!
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Kirk Allen and John Kraft, known as the Edgar County Watchdogs, are frequently asked to speak about their work at various events across the state. Friday, the pair traveled to Naperville to speak at the League of Women Voters Annual Convention.
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ove them or hate them,
no one can deny that
Kirk Allen and John
Kraft are shaking things up
statewide.
Known locally as the Edgar County Watchdogs, the
pair run a website called Illinois Leaks with the hopes
of stopping government
corruption.
They are most well known
across the state for their work
uncovering corruption at the
College of DuPage and even
received public “thank you”
from State Rep Jeanne Ives
during a press conference.

“The calls are coming in
from all across the state for
help,” Allen said.
“Now we get more than
90,000 hits on our website each month,” added
Kraft. “Last month, we got
110,000. That’s a lot of readers all over the state.”
In addition to posting
articles to their website, Allen and Kraft are invited to
be guest speakers at various
events throughout Illinois.
Just last Friday, the men
traveled to Naperville to
speak at the League of
Women Voters A nnual
Convention.
They have also spoke at a
Tea Party Convention and
are scheduled to speak at the
annual Libertarian conven-

losing faith in their local government,” Kraft explained.
He noted that many citizens don’t think their votes
will count.
“ Well, it does,” he said.
“It counts at every level, but
mostly at the local level.”
Kraft and Allen spoke
about corruption in government and back door politics.
They encouraged citizens to
get involved.
“Just go to a public meeting and sit there and listen.
Sometimes that’s all it takes,”
Kraft said. “And vote! If you
don’t vote, you can’t complain about the government.”
While often asked to attend meetings in other areas,
the watchdogs are not always
so well received in their own

we get it,” Allen said.
People often confuse Illinois Leaks with the publication, “Disclosure.”
While Allen said the “Disclosure” has been known to
pick up stories they have covered, they have no financial
interest in the publication.
People often ask Allen
and Kraft who is paying
them to attend these public
meetings.
“Well nobody,” Kraft said.
In fact, Allen and Kraft
mostly use their own money
to pursue their endeavors.
A not-for-profit organization, The Edgar County
Watchdogs do accept donations; however, Kraft said he
can count on one hand how
many donations they receive

transparent as possible with
their own not-for-profit,
though in true journalistic
style, they do not reveal their
sources.
According to the watchdogs, they do not write any
story they cannot back up
with documented proof. In
fact, most of the stories posted to their website include
attached PDF files of any
supporting evidence.
Also, if they point out a
law that is not being followed by a government entity, and the problem is fixed,
they will not print the story,
as they have found in many
cases that it is lack of knowledge and not corruption that
caused the problem.
Some government groups

wrong, tell us and we’ll fix
it.”
“We want them to follow
the law. If you don’t agree
with the law, help change it,”
Allen added.
Much of what the watchdogs have accomplished
includes helping to change
laws.
“ We’ve had Bills introduced to fix laws statewide
that we uncovered at the
College of DuPage,” said
Kraft.
The Edgar County Watchdogs/Illinois Leaks website
can be found at edgarcountywatchdogs.com.
The website includes a
link for donations.
A tipline is also available
by calling (312) 566-8078.

