Pat Quinn
Illinois Governor
Department of S. A. Godinez

Corrections Director

1301 Concordia Court « P.O. Box 19277 Telephone: {217) 558-2200

Springfield IL 62794-9277 TDD: (800) 526-0844
March 12,2014

Kirk Allen

Kirk{medearcountywatchdogs.com

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request #140311085
Dear Mr. Allen:

This letter is in response to your request to the Iilinois Department of Corrections for
information pursuant to the Iilinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1, et seq.

You have requested:

1. Copy of all investigative reports and related documents pertaining fo the work performed
by DOC and/or the ISP at the Coles County Sheriff’s office after the death of David J.
Bower on or about February 28", 2013 from an apparent suicide while in the custody of
the Coles County Jail. This would include any inspections, investigations, findings efc,
related to this incident.

Responsive records are enclosed, but have been redacted for the following reasons:

Medical treatment references and information from the decedent’s medical file, dates of
birth, signatures, and race have been redacted pursuant to Section 7(1)(b) of the Freedom of
Information Act which exempts the release of “Private information, unless disclosure is required
by another provision of this Act, a State or federal law or a court order.”

Personal information bas been redacted pursuant to Section 7(1)(c) of the Freedom of
Information Act which exempts the release of “Personal information contained within public
records, the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy, unless the disclosure is consented to in writing by the individual subjects of the

. information. “Unwarranted invasion of personal privacy” means the disclosure of information
that is highly personal or objectionable to a reasonable person and in which the subject’s right to
privacy outweighs any legitimate public interest in obtaining the information.” The redacted
information consists of details surrounding deaths by suicide which are highly personal to
surviving family and friends of the deceased.



In the event you view this as a denial of your reguest, you have a right to have the denial
reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) at the Office of the Illinois Attorney General,
pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). You can file your request for review with the PAC to:

Public Access Counselor
Office of the Attorney General
500 South 2nd Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706

You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the
state circuit court, pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/11.

If you choose to file a request for review with the PAC, you must do so within 60
calendar days of the date of this denial letter (5 ILCS 140/9.5(a)). Please note that you must

include a copy of your original FOIA request and this denial letter when filing a request for
review with the PAC.

Sincerely,

1sa Weitekamp
Freedom of Information Officer

Enclosures



HNinois Depariment of Corrections
Office of Jail and Detention Standards
INVESTIGATION REFPORT

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
Case Number Report Date | Facility: Case Investigator
2078-2-28 3/1168M3 - | Coles County Jail D. Fritschie
Time 1:00 AM  Date 2/28/13
Nature of Incident
Detainee Death In Custody: Hanging
Name: (Last, First, Middle) Comptlainant ] victim [ inmate X
Cé: Bower, James D. Offender O Witness [ Employee I
3| CIMIS Number Arrest Date/Charge
T 02/23/2013: Retail theft > $150.00
& | 58945020 :
Do . .
i | sexm | Race i} | eves:om Hair: Brn HT:508 | WT: 155
REPORT STATUS: Initiat Open ) Final

Interviewed: Lieutenant Lisa Tillis, Jail Administrator

Case Summary: According to inferview and jail documentation, Detainee Bower was found in his cell
hanging with a sheet around his neck. Officer Hammond was serving lunch trays at approximately 11am and
noticed Detainee Bower's feet flat on the floor in his cell with a sheet hanging over the bars blocking the
officer's view, The officer assumed the detainee was using the toilet in his cell and wanted privacy. The officer
continued to pass out meals then detainees in C block were trying to get the officer's attention. Detainees had

found Bower hanging in his cell with 2 sheet around his neck. Offic alled for backup and they cut
Sover down on (N - 1~ - = o010
11:.08am and 100K over rescue measures, [he coroner was called in and pronounced Bower dead at
approximately 11:21am. Hiinois State Police were notified and completed and tnvestigation.

Conclusion: [t appears that jail staff reacted appropriately to the incident. Detainee Bower was able to

hang himself with a sheet around his neck. He was being housed in a cell by himself. It is common practice in
the jail that a detainee may hang a sheet over his cell bars for privacy when he is having a bowel movement,

Recommendations: The Jail and Detention Staff concurs with Lt. Tillis: Detainee housing policy will

-be reviewed. Policy change may be that a detainee will always be housed with another detainee
instead of by himself/herself. Obstructions over the cell bars will no longer be tolerated.

Attachments: None,
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

STATE OF ILLINOIS

BUREAU OF OPERATONS OFFICE OF JAIL & DETENTION STANDARDS
Second Floge.Gymag fum’ "‘,"‘T\s
1301 Cgurcmdm Gourt -, @
PAD Box lgigyv ?1 f:l
Springfield, Hlmé‘sa 62794-9¥77 )
217/522-2 &

REPORT OF EXTRAORDINARY OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE
County X Municipal

AUTHORITY: lllinois Compiled Statutes, 730 ILCS 5/3-15-2

INSTRUCTIONS:

2.

(%]

Reports must be made on all extraordinary or unusual occurrences involving detainees.

Mail reports within 72 hours of oceurrence to the Office of Jail and Detention Standards.
Whenever defay is unavoidable, make report by telephone and follow as soon as possible with
written repart,

Forward the original of this report and retain a copy.
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, Pat Quinn
lllinois ' Goverer
Department of ' S. A. Godinez

Corrections Director

1301 Concordia Court = P.O.Box 19277 Telephone: {217) 5582200
Springfield IL 62794.9277 TDD: (800) 526-0844

April 16,2013

Sheriff Darrell Cox

701 7 Street

PG Box 347

Charleston, lllinois 61920

Dear Sheriff Cox:

Dianne Fritschle from the Jail and Detention Standards Unit recently investigated an unnsual ocoumrence
reported hy your staff. On February 28, 2013, detainee David J. Bower was found dead in his cell at the
Coles County Jail.

According to staff interviews and jail documentation, it appears that your staff responded appropriately to
the incident. The Jail and Detention Standards Unit staff coneurs with Lientenant Tillis that jail policy
will be reviewed to see if changes could be made that may reduce the risk of this kind of occurrence.

There were no violations found concerning this incident as it relates the Jilingis County Jail Stemdards.
Members of the Jail and Detention Standards Unit are available for consultation should you so desire. We
may be reached at 2 17-558-2200, ext 4212,

(€ PUDK,
Jail and Detention Standards Unit

Ce: file




