
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN T}# FIFTH JI.JDUCIAL CIRCI,JIT FILffiM
PARIS, EDGAR COUNTY,ILLINOIS 

0gT _ g t'lr

*M,ffi;,mk,JOHN KRAFT

Plaintiff,

vs.

CLARK-EDGAR RI,JRAL
WATER DISTRICT (CERII/D) $

and

KEVIN CONOVER, acting in his $

olficial capscity as FOIA Officer of $

$

I C*"No, le /nP*'l
$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

CERWD

Defendants.

COMPLAINT FOR I}ECII\TONY
JUDGEMENT AFQ NTilJJ$STIYE SETIEF

I NOW COMES the Plaintiff, John Kraft, ufro pays that this court render a

dcclaratory judgment and grant i4iunctive relief under tlre-Freedom of Information Act

("FO[A"), 5 ILCS $ l40ll, et seq. For this Complaint stats as follows:

L Plaintiff- John Kraft. The plaintiffis a resident of lllinois, and contrib$or to

the Eilgnr County Watchdogs, a local uatchdog group advocating open, honest md

accountable local government by obtrining public records under state and federat 'oopen

records" laws, analyzing those records, and dissemineting th€m to the public, among

other means.
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2. Defendants are the Clark-Rtgsr Rural Water Disfiict (*CERWD-), a'-public

bodf' as that term is defined by 5 ILCS $ 14012(a), and Kevin Conover, in his official

capacity as the FOIA Officerofthe CERWD.

3, On or about September z4,z07z,Plaintiffserved a FOIA rcquest on

Defendant Offrce of th CERWD s€cking acce$s to the following public records:

l. Copy of the FOIA request sent to the CERWD by Kirk Allen on Sep

17,2012 askingfor:

a. Copy of Clark-Edgar Advenising Bids published in the

DecaturHerald Fper in March of 2008.

b. Copy of E-mail sent to Roger Eddy on or about 518/2008'

Email was to Roger for the overall Clark-Edgar map and the

CERWD paid $52.50 for this ernail that according to the

invoice from Francis Associares was sent by T. Turner.

2. Copy of the responsive documen(s) to that request

A tnre and correctcopy ofthe request is attached kreto and incorporated herein as

Exhibit A.

4. On or about September 26,2012,M€ndmt Offtce of CERWD responded

with a document not requested and faild to provide requested docunsnts. Punuant to 5

ILCS g 14013{d), such faiture to provide rcquested public record(s) is cansidered a &nial

of the request A true and correct copy of the r€sponsc is atached hereto and incorporated

herein as Exhibit B.

5. On or about September 26,20l2,Plaintifrresponded to the CERWD, stating

he considered their rrsponse a denial and would take actions nec€ssary to have his FOIA
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requ€st fulfilted. A true and conect copy of the rcsponse is aftached hercto and

incorporated herein as Exhibit C.

6. As of Octob€r 3,2ll2,Defendants have failcd to provide Plaintiffwith any

records responsive to his S€trember 24,2012 request

COUNT ONE

(Violation ofthe lllinois Frdom of InformationAct,5ILCS $ 140/1, et seq.)

?. Plaintiffreaffums poragraphs 1-6 as thoueh fully restatcd herein.

8. Plaintiffhas ben irrepanbly hann€d by Defendants' failure to produce the

requested records, as Plaintiffis being dmied its legal right to inspect public records.

9. Plaintiffhas no adequue rcmedy at law

lVm,nnFOnE, Plaintiffprays that the Court:

A Declare tlefendants to be in violation ofthe Illinois Freedom of Information

Act,5 tr-CS $ l40ll,et seq.;

B. Enjoin Defendants from continuing to witlrhold access to any and all no'n-

exempt public records respomive to Plaiffiffs Septembq 24,2012 FOIA rquest and

further eqioin Defendants to produoe any and all rccords to Plaintiffwithout further

delay;

C. Enjoin the Defen&nts to prepare, fordwith an affidavit dwlaring that they

have fully and complelely complied withPlaintiffs September }4,}OLZFOIA rcquest

and firrther declaring that nay and all non-exempt public records rcsponsive to the reryrcst

havs bcen poduced lo Plaintiff;

D. Orderthe Defendoms to preparc, forthwittt an affidavit identifying with

specificity any and all public records respornive to Plahtiffs Sepfieinber 24,2012 FOIA
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request thafi are claimcd to be $ubject to legal exempion from disclosure and firtkr

identi$ing with specificrty the reason(s) for any such claim of exemption.

E. Award Plaintiffreasonable attortr€y's fees, should he required the services of

an attorney, and costs; and

F. Order such other and furtlrer relief, as outlined in 5 ILCS $ la0/11(i) and 5

nCS $ 140i I l(i)" as the Court finds just and equitable.

Dated: October 3,2012 Respectfirlly submitte4

?060Illinois Highway I
Paris,Illinois 61944-

Tel:(21?) 808-2s27
Plaintiff
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EyA,6tf "4 "

John Kraft

Frcm: Jotn Krsn fiohn@heirloornvideography.ndl

Sant ilbn&y, $eptember 24,2012 4:10 PM

To: 'Clark€dga Rural water Distrft:t

$ubiwf FOIA Reque$t - 9-24-2Oi 2

ln accordance with the lllinois Fmedom Of lnformation Aci I mquest the following:

l. Copy d lhe FOIA request ssnt b the CERWD by Kirk Allen on $ep 17, 2012 asking fon

a. Copy of Clark-EdgarAdvertisingBids published inthe D€caturHsrald paper in
lv{arch of 2008

b. Copy ofFmail scnt to Rogsr Ertdy on or abor* sftnffi8'. F.mail was to Roger for
the ovenall Clark-Edgar map and the CERWD paid $52.50 for this email that
according to the invoice from Francis Associates was sentby T. Tumer.

2. Copy ofthe responsive documen(s) to that request

Electronic copies are preferrcd, and require4 sinw you do have this information in electronic
forrr.

Please note tbst accordhg to the Illinois FOI.\ you are rcquir€d to kesp a copy of all FOLA
requests aod responsive documenb to those FOIA requests - and your copics are hrblic Record

Thanks,
John Kraft
7050 llinois Highway I
Paris,Illinois 6l9M

217-808-2527
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ExhrL if " 8"
John Kraft

Froor: Clark€<lgarRuralwaterDistrid[clarkedganrater@y&oo.cornl

S.nt tfip*Fsdsy,Se$emberfr,20123:27PM

To: John Krafr

Gc: Tom Jones; Ricft lGsh;Meehliqg Benrardoni

$u$c'* Ra: FOIA Request -*2+2012
Atbc.lrmentr: FOIA - $ept 17,2012 Request Francis fuoics.pdf

ln accordance wifr the lllinois Freedsn Of lrrformation Aci, attaM ia the irwoice sefi to Kirk Allen today
per his 9117112 FOIA r€gu€st.

Kavin Conover, FOIA O'fficer
Clark€dgar Rral WHer Disfict

Frtm: John Krsft

Sent Mon<lay, Ssdsmb€r 24,2o12 4:09 PM
Su$ect FOIA R€$rest -9-24-2912

tn accordsrce with tlre lllinais Freedom Of lnbrmatiJn Ac[ I request tlra follor*ing:

l. Copy of tre FOIA request sent to fio CERIA'D by Kirk Allan on S€p lT,2Or2 aeking for:

&. Copy of Clrk-Edgar Advertisiag Bidr published h ttrc Dscatu Herald peper in
tvlarch of 2008

b. Copy of E-mail sffi to Roger Eddy on or about 5/E/200E. Email was to Roger for
the overall Clark-Rtgar map and the CERWD paid $52.50 for this email tbat
according to the invoice from Francis Associaf€s was sent by T. Turner.

2. Copy of the rcsponsive documen{s) to thatrequest

Electronic copies are preferre{ and requirs4 since you do have this informxion in electronic
form.

Please note that acsording to fie Ulinois FOIA, you arc required to keep a copy of all FOIA
reque*ts and responsive documents to those FOIA requests - and your copies are Public Record.

style='font-size: I 2.0pqcolor:blackS

Thanks,
John Kraft
7060Illinois Highway I
Paris, Illinois 61944

217-808-2527

To: 'Clark€dgar Rural wst€r Districi'
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Erh,A,f " B "

TRAI|CIS Ag|NCIATESffiiELmrclI4mAnrtrw
t;lo roBT$ cftTcrl,rnililtt

Pim.trfitru6txi+
lll. Fr4{iFqll06auFrat+goa

F{YOTCE Or gr^Txxtilr $m, SrilyrcE8 of $IrI?uE8 Af TIEIID EtAv

-

Tor clat-ErlgErRrrallvusDfutrict llarEr sEptmberzl,z0l2
4?slLX[hray I
ItdirsblL IL 62ilt INVOTCEN(}

FOIA Roqucst - So$cmbs Zl,?Jlz

BobCohrin
TtoyTrrner

0.5 90.00 s 45.000.5 62.00 s 3l.m

TOTAL S 76,00

TOIALA}IOUNT DTJB $ ?5.0C
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Ctt

John Kraft

Frqrn: John tftan[iohn@heitbomvkleography,netl

Seril: lttrhdnesday, $edflnb€r fr,20123:49Plil

To: 'Clarlt-Edgar Runel water Districf

Gc: TomJoneg';'RidrKash';'MeehlingBernardqti'

$ublect RE: FOIARequest -9-2+fr12
Mr. Conover,

I consider this rosponso to my FOIA roquost a DENIAL cf my request'

A copy of the invoice for the $76 is not a responsive doqrmerrt(s) to my FOIA.

The responsive dooments are copies dlhe ilems he requested copies d-that you nol' have in your
possassion in ehdronic formst.

lf yur continue down this road of dtempting to limit PUBLIC infurmation and d?ny this r€quest, I shall_ 
_

considerlhe denial as the ECRt@'s wiltful and intentionalfailing to comply with the lllinois Freedom Of
lilformdaon Act anrt will take actions necsssary to have my FOIA requEst fulfilled.

Please read, or have your nenr FOIA attoney read, the lllinoie Freedom Of lnformation Ad priorto
denying this again.

Feel fee to contact me via email or phone fi you have any quesliofis.

Thanks,
John Kraft
?060 IL HI{Y 1
Parls, IL.6L944

2 1. ?-808-252?

Frrom: Oa*-Edgnr Rural rruabr UsEi,ct [rnailb:daddgrrwaEr@ryahoo.om]
Sdtb Wffiay, S@mber 26,20123:27 Pltl
To: Jdrn l(raft
Gc: Tom Jores; Rlfi Kash; l4eeftltuig 8€rnardoni
SuHcf: Re: FOIA Re$Ft - 9z+allz

ln eccordmce wi[r the lllinois Freedom Of fformatkrn Act, atteched is thE lrwoie sent to Kirk Allen today
per hie gl17 /,12 FOIA respet.

Kevin Conorer, FOIA Otroer
Clark€dgar Rwal tA/latar Distric*

Frum: John lftgfr gofrn@h6irloomvideogmaphy.rd>
To:'Clark€dgar Rural water Distrit <dartedgnnrater@yatno.com>
Sent Monday, Septembsr 24,n12 4:ff1PM
Su$ect: FOIA Reqrrest -9-2+2012

ln accordance with tha lllinois Freedom Of ffiormatio Act I reqwst ttr fiolloring:

I . Copy d the FOIA request sent to the CERWI) by KiR Allen on Sep 17 , 2012 ssking fot:
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C-opy of Clart-Rlgar Advertising Bids published in the Decatur Herald pade" i" fvlarch of
2008
Copy ofBrnail sent to Roger Eddy on or about 5/812008. Email wss to Roger forthe
overrll Ctark.Blgar map and the 6ERWD paid $52.50 for this email that according to the
invoice frrom Francis Associates was ssntby T. Turner.

2. Copy of the responsive docrrmen{s) 10 that requct

Elecironic copies are preferred, and require4 sirce you do have this information in electronic form.

Please note that aocording to the Itlinois FOIA, you arc raquired to keep a copy of all FOIA requeeb and

responsive documeng to those FOIA reqrcsts - and your copies are Public Record-

styldfont- size I 2. S;color: blackb

Thanks,
John Kraft
7060Illinois Highway 1

Paris,Illinois 61944

2t7-808-2521

L

b.
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