
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

) SS. 

COUNTY OF SHELBY ) 

BEFORE THE DULY CONSTITUTED ELECTORAL BOARD FOR THE HEARING AND PASSING UPON 

OBJECTIONS TO THE NOMINATION PAPERS FOR CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF HIGHWAY 

COMMISSIONER IN HOLLAND TOWNSHIP, COUNTY OF SHELBY, IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF THE OBJECTION 

OF MATT FORCUM 

TO THE NOMINATNG PAPERS OF 

LARRY SYFERT, AS A CANDIDATE FOR ELECTION 

FOR THE OFFICE OF HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER 

IN HOLLAND TOWNSHIP, COUNTY OF SHELBY, 

IN THE STATE OF ILLINIOS TO BE VOTED ON AT THE ) 

APRIL 4, 2017 ELECTION ) 

LARRY SYFERT'S AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE. AND MOTION TO STRIKE AND DISMISS 

Now comes Larry Syfert, and respectfully answers objection petition with Affirmative 

Defenses and a Motion To Strike and Dismiss the objector's petition to the nomination 

papers/petitions of LARRY SYFERT as a candidate for election to the office of Highway 

Commissioner of Holland Township, County of Shelby, in the State of Illinois, and states the 

following: 

1. Objector Matt Forcum submitted an objector's petition objecting to the nomination 

papers of Larry Syfert as a candidate for election to the office of Highway Commissioner 

of Holland Township, County of Shelby, in the State of Illinois. See Exhibit A. 

2. This objector's petition was filed under Section 10-8 of the Illinois Election Code. 

3. Section 10-8 of the Election Code provides in pertinent part : 

" The objector ' s petition shall give the objector ' s name and 
residence address , and shall state fully the nature of the 
objections to the certificate of nomination or nomination 
papers or petitions in question, and shall state the 
interest of the objector and shall state what relief is 
requested of the electoral board ." 10 I LCS 5/10-8 (West 
1994 . ) 
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AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE 
(Objector failed to comply with mandatory requirements of Section 10-8 of the 

Election Code) 

4. Objector's petition failed to comply with the mandatory requirements of Section 10-8, 
specifically, failed to state what relief objector requested of the electoral board. Rabies v. Hill 
et. al. No. 1-04-0512 (lll.App.Ct.2004), and Hagen v. Stone, 277111. App. 3d 288, 390, 213 Ill. Dec. 
932, 660 N.E. 2d 189 (1995) . Additionally, this issue is waived if it is not raised by respondent. 
Hagen, 277 Ill. App. 3d at 390, 213 11/. Dec. 932, 660 N.E. 2d 189. 

5. Failure to plead a prayer for relief is an affirmative defense, which must be raised by the 
respondent. Hagen v. Stone, 277111. App. 3d 288, 390, 213 Ill. Dec. 932, 660 N.E. 2d 189 (1995) . 

This respondent, Larry Syfert, pleads this affirmative defense as stated in paragraph 4. 

ADDITIONAL DEFENSES RESERVED 

6. Larry Syfert hereby gives notice that he may rely on other defenses if and when such 
defenses become known during the course of this hearing. 

RELIEF REQUESTED 

WHEREFORE, Mr. Syfert prays this Honorable Electoral Board enter a decision in his favor 
and against Objector Matt Forcum for failing to comply with the mandatory requirements of 
Section 10-8 of the Election Code, and that this Board Strike and Dismiss Matt Forcum's 
Objector's Petition as invalid on its face. 

Mode, IL. 62444 
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OFFICIAL SEAL 
CHERYLJ.CLARK 
P«>rARY PUBUC STATE OF UINOIS 
MJ~e,.. 9llebef 2012918 
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