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language and bilingual education programs. (Adopted
2004)

6.18 FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT

The Hlinois Association of School Boards shall support leg-
islation at both the Federal and State levels to exempt
school district employees from overtime and salary regu-
lations as described in the Fair Labor Standards Act.
(Adopted 2005)

6.19 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION SUPPORT
The Illinois Association of School Boards shall actively par-
ticipate in promoting a Constitutional Convention for the
State of Illinois when the question is submitted to the vot-
ers in 2008 (or earlier, if submitted before) and shall begin
planning strategy and marshaling resources for the pro-
motion of a vote in favor of conducting the Constitutional
Convention. {(Adopted 2005, Reaffirmed 2006, 2007)

6.20 BIDDING CONTRACTS-LOCAL BIDDERS

The THinois Association of Schocl Boards shall support leg-
islation that allows the local Board of Education to award
a contract, under certain circumstances, to a qualified bid-
der that may not be the lowest responsible bidder. The bid
must not be more than 2% over the lowest responsibie bid
and the bidder must be considered a local contractor by
the local Board of Education. (Adopted 2006)

6.21 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT CHANGES
The Illincis Association of School Boards shall support leg-
islation to modify the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
to facilitate school districts’ compliance with the Act and to
remove unnecessary burdens on units of local govern-
ment. The legislative changes should:

¢ Increase allowable FOIA response time from 5 business
days to 10 business days

+ Exclude official school breaks in business day response
time

+ Allow denials for commercial purposes

= Allow denials for any request that is unduly burdensome

+ Clarify language that would allow a request to be denied
if it is unduly burdensome to the public body if the pub-
lic body deems compliance with the request would
resuit in excessive response costs

» Allow the imposition of reasonable fees regardless of the
rnurmber of pages being provided

+ Remove the balancing test between the public’s interest
and the employee’s right to privacy in the privacy
exception

¢ Expand the evaluation exemption to cover all school
employees

« Exempt employment applications to protect the privacy
of individuals that apply for high profile employment
positions

* Delete provisions requiring public bodies to write a vir-
tual legal opinion as to why they are claiming an
exemption

+ Delete provisions requiring public bodies to prepare a
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virtual legal pleading before being challenged for a
denial

» Limit public bodies’ liability by limiting a court’s inquiry
to violations of the FOIA Act and not the content of
information provided

e Force the Public Access Counselor to defend its deci-
sions before a court of law if 2 public body is sued

» Aliow public bodies to seek review of a binding opinion
of the Public Access Counselor in the county in which
they are located rather than just Sangamon or Cook
Counties. (Adopted 2010}

DISTRICT ORGANIZATION
AND ELECTIONS

7.01 DISTRICT REORGANIZATION

The lllincis Association of School Boards favors school dis-
trict reorganization and consolidation intended to facilitate
educational improvement rather than changes in district
organization based only on eprollment or geographical
location. Further, IASB shall oppose any future attemnpts
by the Legislature, Governor, and/or State Board of
Education to mandate, by statute or rules and requiations,
the reorganization and consolidation of school districts.
Reorganization and consclidation studies should be initiat-
ed by local citizens. In addition, IASB shall oppose legisla-
tion containing financial incentives based solely on district
size or crganizational pattern intended to force school dis-
trict consolidation or reorganization. (Adopted 1962;
Amended 1985; Reaffirmed 2006)

7.02 SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION
VOTING REQUIREMENTS

The Illinois Association of School Boards shall seek,
encourage, and support efforts for school district reorgan-
ization - in all forms - to include a requirement that before
such reorganization is deemed passed, a majority vote of
voters in each of the affected districts is necessary.
(Adopted 1987; Amended 1988, 2006)

7.03 ANNEXING DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS

The Illincis Association of School Boards shall seek an
amendment to Article 7 of The School Code providing that
neither a petition initiated by the citizens of one school dis-
trict nor a petition initiated by a local school board of edu-
cation seeking to annex their entire school district or a
portion of the school district above and beyond one (1)
home to another should be permitted without the affirma-
tive vote of the citizens of each of the school districts
affected. Specifically, 105 ILCS 5/7-1 and 7-2 shall be
amended to include the following language: “"When a peti-
tion is initiated by two-thirds (2/3rds) of the registered
voters in one school district seeking to annex said district
in its entirety to another school district or school districts
and the board of education of such receiving school district
or school districts has not adopted a resoiution agreeing to
such annexation, such annexation, if approved by the
regional board of school trustees, shall not become effec-
tive until it is approved in an election called for the pur-
pose of voting on the question of the voters in each school
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